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Winter Weather Briefing 2:30 PM EST
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@ Important Updates

=> Potential for an impactful winter storm increasing for
this weekend.

- Winter Storm Watches likely to be issued tonight for e ormick

at least the northern/central Midlands, possibly as Lincolng ¢Fdgefield
far south as portions of the CSRA.
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> |Increasing confidence for an impactful winter storm this weekend.
o Unusually high snow to liquid ratios. No notable sleet or freezing rain expected.
o Potential for band/axis of very high snowfall rates and snow amounts to develop

somewhere over the area.

> Timing: Late Friday night into Sunday morning (heaviest snow Saturday afternoon
into early Sunday morning).

> Additional Impacts:
o Wind gusts over 30 mph likely Saturday evening into early Sunday morning.

o Rain/melting snow initially will quickly freeze forming a layer of ice on
roadways/walkways before snow accumulations ramp up.
o Extremely cold temperatures/wind chill values into early next week.
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Saturday and Saturday Night

Probabillistic WSSI Forecast

WPC WSSI Component: Snow Amount | Probability of Moderate Impacts | Init 18Z 28-Jan-2026
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Probability of Moderate Impacts
continues to increase, with
60-90% confidence across the
northern/central Midlands.
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Moderate Impacts

Expect disruptions to daily life.
Hazardous driving conditions. Use extra caution while driving.
Closures and disruptions to infrastructure may occur.
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& Snow Liquid Ratios o PI EST
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What'’s The “Snow Liquid Ratio”?

The “Snow Liquid Ratio™ (SLR) .
Determines the Welght of Your Snow Expected SLR is ~20:1 For Example: In a

typical snow event in
our area, we could
receive 0.15" LIQUID

99 W which would yield 1.2"
5 10” 15” 20 of SNOW.
In this event,that same
0.15" LIQUID would
yield ~3" of SNOW.
s =
1

‘

FOI’ Every Difficult to Move Fairly Typical Leaf Blower Snow

1” of Liquid

“Wet" Snow “Average' Snow "Dry" Snow “Powdery" Snow
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This graphic depicts the
chance of 2” of show or more
occurring.

This our criteria for issuing
winter storm watches/warning.
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£.# Probability of Snowfall >8 inches
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Strong winds are expected, with
T i - gusts upwards of 30-35 mph
s T e\ [ OSIOERT ST AN S0P Saturday and Saturday night.

2AIRh s A L 6 \ & This could result in blowing/drifting
' il /N D Oy s A~y snow which could reduce
2 SN S R A N visibilities!
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Max Temperature (°F)
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Maximum Temperature Forecast (°F)

Temperature Summary

Highs, Mins, and Minimum Wind Chill

Minimum Temperature Forecast (°F)

January 28, 2026

2:30 PM EST

Minimum Wind Chill Forecast (°F)
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Contact and Next Briefing Information "5, oy eer

2:30 PM EST
For Central South Carolina and the Central Savannah River Area of Georgia

~ -
(CJ) Briefing Webpage @ Contact Information
=>  https://www.weather.gov/media/cae/DSSBuilder/LatestBriefing.pdf
Web
o => weather.gov/columbia

@ Next Briefing

> 6am Thursday 1-29-2026 Phone

= Method: Email, webinar in the afternoon planned. - (803) 822-8135 (public)

0 : : Email

Disclaimer > NWS.Columbia@noaa.gov

=> Information contained in this briefing is time-sensitive
- Do Not Use After: 6am Thursday 1-29-2026 Facebook

- NWSColumbia

X
-  @NWSColumbia
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