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By AAMER MADHANI and ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland — President Joe Biden closed 
out his wartime visit to Europe on Wednesday, 
working to shore up partnerships with allies on 
NATO’s perilous eastern flank — even as Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin was drawing closer to China for 
help as his invasion of Ukraine neared the one-
year mark.

Biden’s meeting with leaders of the Bucharest 
Nine nations in Warsaw came at the conclusion of 
a whirlwind, four-day visit to Ukraine and Poland 
meant to reassure allies that U.S. support in fend-
ing off Russia isn’t at risk of waning.

In dramatic counterpoint, Putin on Wednesday 
played host in Moscow to Wang Yi, the Chinese 
Communist Party’s most senior foreign policy 
official, as U.S. intelligence warned that Beijing is 
considering supplying arms and ammunition to the 
worn-down Russian military.

The flexing of alliances was a fresh indication 

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

I
t’s pothole season again.

But this year it’s different, and 
it’s had an effect.
There’s been hardly any snow and 

not many major temperature chang-
es, which means no major potholes 
in the roads.

But Attleboro Public Works 
Superintendent Mike Tyler said that 

doesn’t mean there are no potholes.
In fact there are many, but not 

more than expected.
“The dreaded pothole season has 

been average this year, as we are not 
seeing major temperature fluctua-
tions, as in past years,” he said. “If 
this pattern holds we should be in 
good shape in keeping up with the 
number of potholes reported to the 
number of potholes repaired.”

He said the DPW is using from 10 

to 12 tons of asphalt every week for 
pothole repairs.

Tyler said having asphalt plants 
open during the winter helped. Usu-
ally they shut down for a couple of 
months in the cold weather.

“In past years the asphalt plants 
were open less and less and we had 
to rely on filling the potholes with 
cold patch, which doesn’t have the 

Potholes less of a pain, 
but are still out there
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Area public works directors say the mild winter has made the pothole season more bearable this year, but the 

hazards are still cropping up. Above, Central Street in Foxboro has some minor holes to be filled.

DPW chiefs say mild winter has helped with dreaded season
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Mt. Hope Street in North Attleboro has some potholes to be filled.

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — A vote on 
an amendment to an ordi-
nance that would add two 
zoning districts in which rec-
reational marijuana could 
be sold was put off for two 
weeks on Tuesday.

The delay came after 
the council received a letter 
from the planning board that 
recommended the amend-
ment be rejected.

The amendment would al-
low sales in general business 
and planned highway busi-
ness zones and would also ex-
pand the hours a shop could 

be open to 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.
The planning board gave 

no reason for its recommen-
dation, which prompted the 
delay in the vote.

The board’s vote was 
unanimous, 5-0, but it was 
the opposite of the vote on 
the exact same ordinance 
that was proposed last year.

At that time the board 
voted 5-1 to endorse the 
changes.

The amendment was 
resubmitted because the 
council did not vote within 
a 90-day window of a public 
hearing.

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — A marijuana 
distribution case against a North 
Attleboro man has been dis-
missed after the state Appeals 
Court ruled search warrants 
police obtained failed to estab-
lish probable cause of any illegal 
cultivation on the property.

An Attleboro District Court 
judge dismissed the case against 
Michael Alves, 44, of 35 Indian 
Trail, two weeks ago at the re-
quest of prosecutors based on the 
Appeals Court ruling.

The case went to the Appeals 
Court after the Bristol County 
district attorney’s office appealed 
a 2021 ruling by Attleboro District 
Court Judge Edmond Mathers 

throwing out evidence seized by 
police.

The evidence included 63 mari-
juana plants between 3 and 5 feet 
tall, six pounds of marijuana in 
plastic bags and other containers, 
and lighting and growing equip-
ment, according to court records.

The evidence was seized in 
October 2019 after police obtained 
two search warrants, one for a 
helicopter to conduct a “ther-
mal imaging” of an unattached 
garage on the property and one 
to search the structure.

Alves was summonsed to court 
at the time and always main-
tained his innocence.

The raid came after a tip 
from North Attleboro Electric 

State Appeals Court ruling dooms 
North marijuana distribution case
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Some of the marijuana plants seized 

in North Attleboro on Oct. 11, 2019.

City council puts off 
vote on expanding 
pot sale districts
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Biden 
shores 
up US 
allies
Putin plays 

host to senior 
Chinese official
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President Joe Biden speaks Wednesday during a meeting 

in Warsaw, Poland, with the leaders of the Bucharest Nine, 

a group of countries that make up the eastern flank of 

NATO.
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