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CITY & TOWN: Plainville will vote on 
proposed $3.25M override Monday. B1 
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CITY & TOWN

Area officials wor-
ried about at-home 
fireworks. B1 

SPORTS

NA track stand-
out’s determination 
brought success. C1 

MARK STOCKWELL/THE SUN CHRONICLE

Ashley Stewart, 28, of Attleboro, organizer of the Juneteenth event in Attleboro last week, hopes to build upon its success and create a culture in the local activism scene 

where everybody has a seat at the table — as long as they’re working toward change. “I feel like I’ve been trying to be put into boxes my entire life, but I never fit into one box,” 

she said. “For me, it’s just about being a human being. At the end of the day, are you a good human being? All of those other boxes should be thrown out of the window.”

By KAYLA CANNE
kcanne@thesunchronicle.com

A
shley Stewart has spent 
her entire life trying to fit 
into a single box.

With a white mother 
and a Black father, Stew-

art grew up with all of the physical 
features of a young Black woman, 
but with lighter brown skin that left 
her somewhere in the middle.

She struggled to navigate those 
differences, especially when everyone 
else hurried to define them for her.

“Growing up white in North Attle-
boro, I was called brownie or choco-
late drop,” the 28-year-old cosmetolo-
gist said.

People would ask if she was adopt-
ed. They would touch her thick, curly 
hair and in the same breath tell her it 

looked a frizzy mess.
“But then I would go to my Black 

family’s house, and I was told I was 
too white or too privileged because 
I grew up in North Attleboro,” she 
said. “My Black family would ask, 
‘Why are you talking like that?’”

“Being biracial, you almost don’t fit 
in anywhere. I was too white for Black 
people and too Black for white people.”

By KAYLA CANNE
kcanne@thesunchronicle.com

T
he first local protest popped up May 24 in 
Foxboro.

A few days later, what was supposed 
to be a small showing of four teenage 
friends in North Attleboro grew to a 

crowd of about 100 people on the town common, all 
chanting in support of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment and the protests that soon engulfed the nation.

By the following week, there were protests in 
nearly every area town, including Mansfield, At-
tleboro, Norton, Seekonk and Norfolk. Last week, 
the city held its first celebration of Juneteenth, a 
holiday that commemorates the freeing of Texas 
slaves two years after the Emancipation Procla-
mation was signed.

And, nearly a month later, more protests 
are still to come. On Sunday, activists in North 

Area residents discuss 

what moves them to act

Fighting systemic racism. Standing in solidarity. Educating people.

Their reasons for protesting vary, but these local residents all agree: It is time for change.

‘WHY I PROTEST’

Local activist hopes to open dialogue 

by inviting everyone to the table

‘I definitely never thought 

my voice would be able  

to be heard on such a  

platform, especially in  

a small town like this.’

Ashley Stewart

SEE STEWART, PAGE A2 E  
SEE PROTEST, PAGE A2 E  

Today: Isolated 
showers (POP 40%).
High 86.
Tonight: Cloudy with 
showers (POP 60%).
Low 66.


