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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

Area coronavirus cases have racked up their 
largest increase in seven months, but fortunately 
the death rate has remained unchanged.

Meanwhile, the state announced Thursday it is 
offering vaccine booster 
shots to everyone 18 and 
older in the common-
wealth.

An additional 314 virus 
cases were reported in the 10-community Sun 
Chronicle area for the week ending Nov. 18, ac-
cording to the state Department of Public Health. 
That’s an increase of 100 — or 47 percent — over 
the 214-case increase last week.

The total case count has now topped the 20,000 
mark — 20,110 to be exact — since the beginning of 
the pandemic in March of 2020.

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

A
rea organizations are signing 
up residents for free Thanks-
giving dinners, and more 

in-person dining is being offered this 
year after many only did home-deliv-
ered meals last year because of the 
pandemic.

The Moose Lodge in Attleboro 
expects to again serve Thanksgiving 
dinner to over 100 people, though it 
did so through delivery last year. The 
meal is set for from noon to 2 p.m. 
Thanksgiving Day at its hall at 241 
Thacher St.

The deadline to sign up for meals 
is Tuesday; call 774-331-2836. If 
nobody answers the phone, leave a 
message. However, lodge members 
say they won’t turn anyone away 
unless they run out of food.

Donations are accepted.

Norfolk Grange

The Norfolk Grange, 28 Rockwood 
Road (Route 115), is holding its fifth 
annual Thanksgiving dinner from 
noon to 3 p.m. Thursday.

A full dinner with dessert and cof-
fee will be served. There is no cost 
but donations are accepted.

If you need transportation, pro-
vide your address for pickup between 
11:30 and noon.

RSVP by emailing kevinr11000@
yahoo.com or call the Grange at 
508–507-8007 by Monday if possible.

“No firm deadline,” organizer 
Kevin Roche said. “I will not turn 
anyone away because they failed to 

sign up. RSVP makes it easier to 
know how much to cook. We never 
want to run out.”

Mansfield Friends

The Mansfield Friends of the El-
derly annual Thanksgiving dinner is 

Cases 
again 

on rise 
in area
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First responders, health care workers and law enforce-

ment personnel line up inside Gillette Stadium in Foxboro 

last January to receive their first dose of the Moderna 

vaccine for the coronavirus.

State opens 
booster shots to 
those 18 and up

In-person dining returning 
for free Thanksgiving meals
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Volunteer Ally Wood, left, fills a plate for Norfolk Lions Club member Geoff Gardener last Thanksgiving at the Norfolk Grange. The 

club and Grange delivered free Thanksgiving meals last year due to the pandemic, but this year they’ll get back to an in-person event.
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Volunteers serve up Thanksgiving Day dinner at the Moose Lodge in Attleboro in 2017. 

The lodge will host an in-person dinner this Thursday after only doing delivery last year 

due to the pandemic.

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

FALL RIVER — Closing arguments 
are scheduled for Friday in the 
trial of a Boston man charged with 
murder in the death of a house 
guest during a 2017 home invasion 
in Attleboro.

Jaquan Cohen, 30, is accused of 
shooting 34-year-old Thomas Pomare 
in the face at a South Avenue home 
during a botched attempt to steal 10 
pounds of marijuana.

Pomare, a former Attleboro man, was a guest at 
the home of a close friend at the time. He died at 
Sturdy Memorial Hospital hours after the shooting 
on Dec. 4, 2017.

Cohen is being tried in Fall River Superior Court 
on charges of first-degree murder, armed home 
invasion and armed assault with intent to rob.

Final arguments 
set for Friday in 

city homicide trial

Shooting vic-

tim Thomas 

Pomare

Virus surge worsens in 

Midwest as states ex-

pand boosters. A5

By TRAVIS LOLLER  

and ACACIA CORONADO
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — New measures 
that restrict how race is addressed 
in classrooms have spread confusion 
and anxiety among many educators, 
who in some cases have begun pull-
ing books and canceling lessons for 
fear of being penalized.

Education officials have nixed 
a contemporary issues class in a 
Tennessee district, removed Fred-
erick Douglass’ autobiography from 
reading lists in an Oklahoma school 
system and, in one Texas case, ad-
vised teachers to present “opposing” 
views of the Holocaust.

At least a dozen states have 
passed measures this year 

New laws steer some teachers 
away from race-related topics
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Matt Hawn of Kingsport, Tenn., was fired from Sullivan Central High School after school 

officials said he used materials with offensive language and failed to provide a conser-

vative viewpoint during discussions of white privilege in his contemporary issues class. SEE TRIAL, PAGE A2 E  
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SEE RACE, PAGE A2 E  


