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By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

Coronavirus may finally be loosening its grip 
on the area.

Numbers published Thursday by the state 
Department of Public Health show new cases 
fell from 266 last week to 177 for the week ending 
April 29 in the 10 communities covered by The Sun 
Chronicle. That’s a 33.4 percent reduction.

The number of new weekly cases has not been 
that low since the week ending Oct. 29, when the 
number was 174.

In addition, all 10 communities are out of the 
state’s coronavirus red zone, which indicates the 
highest rate of infection.

Attleboro cut its new cases by 50 percent, from 
96 to 48. And Mansfield cut its by 70 percent, from 
30 to nine.

The total number of cases in the area is now 
15,952 since the pandemic began in March of last 
year.

Plainville, Rehoboth and Seekonk were stuck 

By TOM REILLY
treilly@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — The high 
school’s costly turf field has been 
closed to the public after a por-
tion of it was damaged.

Town Council President Keith 
Lapointe said at this week’s virtu-
al meeting that the site had been 
used for weightlifting activities, 
“something it shouldn’t have 

been,” although he said he did not 
know by whom.

Lapointe said the under-lay-
ment pad was damaged and 
school officials were in the 
process of examining the site and 
trying to determine what repairs 
will cost.

He said the field will be kept 
closed as a safety measure 
because a depression in the turf 
would be a risk to someone run-

ning over it.
“It will be repaired,” Lapointe 

said, noting Town Manager Mi-
chael Borg and the school depart-
ment were working on the issue.

Borg told members of the 
council that the town was ready to 
support the school department’s 
efforts in bringing the field back.

School committee Chairman 

NAHS turf field damaged, closed to public

The athletic field at North Attleboro High School is closed until further notice.
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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — A Pawtucket 
teenager suffered fatal injuries 
early Thursday when he crashed 
into the rear of a tractor-trail-
er truck on Interstate 95, state 
police say.

The 19-year-old was taken from 

the crash scene to Rhode Island 
Hospital in Providence where he 
died, officials said.

A 19-year-old Brockton woman 
who was a passenger in his car 
was also taken to Rhode Island 
Hospital but had only minor 
injuries.

Their names were not immedi-
ately released.

The crash occurred just before 
3 a.m. on I-95 South just south of 
I-295.

The teen who died was driving 
a 2010 Hyundai Accent when, for 
reasons still under investigation, 
he struck the rear of the trac-
tor-trailer, police said.

State police were first to arrive 
on the scene and performed 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation on 
the man before Attleboro para-
medics took over, Fire Chief Scott 
Lachance said.

Two lanes of traffic were 
closed for about four hours while 
state police and rescue officials 
worked the scene. 

The right travel lane was open, 
state police said.

Investigating are troopers 
from the Foxboro barracks, the 
State Police Collision Analysis 
and Reconstruction Section and 
state police detectives assigned to 
the Bristol County district attor-
ney’s office.

DAVID LINTON may be reached 

at 508-236-0338.

Pawtucket teen killed in crash on I-95 in Attleboro

Cases 

down 

across 

area
Local communities 
all out of red zone

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER  

and PAUL WISEMAN
AP Economics Writers

WASHINGTON — Powered by con-
sumers and fueled by government 
aid, the U.S. economy is achieving 
a remarkably fast recovery from 
the recession that ripped through 
the nation last year on the heels 
of the coronavirus and cost tens of 
millions of Americans their jobs and 
businesses.

The economy grew last quarter 
at a vigorous 6.4% annual rate, the 
government said Thursday, and 
expectations are that the current 
quarter will be even better. The num-
ber of people seeking unemployment 
aid — a rough reflection of layoffs 
— last week reached its lowest point 

since the pandemic struck. And the 
National Association of Realtors 
said Thursday that more Americans 
signed contracts to buy homes in 
March, reflecting a strong housing 
market as summer approaches.

Economists say that widespread 
vaccinations and declining viral 
cases, the reopening of more busi-
nesses, a huge infusion of federal 

Economy rebounding from 
pandemic remarkably fast
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A waitress delivers food to outdoor diners at the Mediterranean Deli restaurant in Chapel Hill, N.C.
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Disneyland Resort in Anaheim, Calif., will reopen to California residents on Friday, albeit 

with limited capacity.

Last quarter 
registered 6.4% 

annual growth rate
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