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PAWTUCKET — It was dreary and cold in an old 
industrial area of Pawtucket on Monday morning 
with rivulets of rain water running underneath a 
big white tent next to the new Pawtucket-Central 
Falls Transit Center.

But inside the tent there 
was hot coffee (no dough-
nuts) and a lot of joyful 
noise celebrating the first 
day of service for the $63 
million station.

Peter Alviti Jr., director of the R.I. Department 
of Transportation, was master of ceremonies and 
he summed up the situation.By STEPHEN PETERSON

speterson@thesunchronicle.com

W
hat happened to winter? 
Where’s the bitter cold and 
deep snow?

That is the question many area 
residents have been asking as there 
has been hardly any snow this winter 
and mostly unseasonably warm 
temperatures.

The weather has certainly been 
favorable for cutting down on heat-
ing bills and municipal snowplow 
expenses.

There have been only three mea-
surable snow days: Monday’s, one at 
the start of last week, and another in 
December. And none of the storms 
have amounted to much.

Where’s winter?
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As the flakes fall, Jody Elaraby, 8, left, and her brother Albraa, 6, throw snow at each other Monday while walk-

ing home from the Community School in North Attleboro.
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Christmas ornaments adorn a snow-covered tree Monday at the town park in Plainville.

‘This is 
a great 

day’
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One of the first trains to roll into the new Pawtucket-Cen-

tral Falls Transit Center arrives Monday. The first train 

rolled in at 4:21 a.m.

Despite Monday’s snowfall, the  
season has largely been in hibernation

THE RACE FOR MAYOR

By JIM HAND
Special Correspondent

ATTLEBORO — Acting Mayor 
Jay DiLisio has a substantial 
financial lead over his opponents 
in the mayoral campaign leading 
up to a Feb. 28 special election.

The election will determine 
who will serve out the remain-

ing term of Paul Heroux, who 
resigned as mayor to become 
Bristol County sheriff.

DiLisio, who most recently 
served as city council president, 
has $16,602 in his campaign 
coffers, more than all three of his 
opponents combined.

City Councilor Cathleen 
DeSimone has $3,061 and former 

Councilor John Davis has $2,603 
in the bank. They have both spent 
about $2,000.

Newcomer Timothy Barone’s 
filing with the state Office of 
Campaign and Political finance 
did not list any spending or fund-
raising.

He said after the office was 
closed for the day Friday that 

he was told his report was in 
compliance.

DiLisio got a big chunk of his 
cash from former and current 
city officials he served with in his 
nine years on the council.

Acting Council President Todd 
Kobus and his wife Lisa Kobus 

DiLisio enjoys big lead in funds
Acting mayor has more in coffers than 3 opponents combined

Mayoral candidates, clockwise from 

top left, Timothy Barone, John Davis, 

Jay DiLisio and Cathleen DeSimone.

Pawtucket-Central 
Falls Transit 
Center opens 

amid high hopes

Officials still backing 

South Attleboro sta-

tion repairs even as 

new RI stop opens. A3

Sheriff says shooter in California 

dance hall massacre had prior gun 

arrest. A5
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HALF MOON BAY, Calif. (AP) — 
Seven people were killed in two 
related shootings Monday at a 
mushroom farm and a trucking 
firm in a coastal community 
south of San Francisco, and a 
suspect was in custody, officials 
said.

San Mateo County Board of 
Supervisors President Dave Pine 
says four people were killed at the 
farm and three at the trucking 

business on the outskirts of Half 
Moon Bay, a city about 30 miles 
south of San Francisco.

The police have arrested 
67-year-old Zhao Chunli in con-
nection with the shooting, Pine 
said.

It wasn’t immediately clear 

how the locations were connect-
ed, though Pine said the suspect 
worked for one of the businesses. 
He called the suspect a “disgrun-
tled worker.”

California state Sen. Josh 
Becker, who represents the area, 
said people were killed in sepa-

rate shootings. San Mateo County 
Supervisor David Canepa tweeted 
that one shooting happened at a 
mushroom farm.

The San Mateo County Sher-
iff’s Office tweeted just before 
5 p.m. that a suspect was in 
custody.

“There is no ongoing threat to 

7 killed in Calif. community; suspect arrested
Shootings occurred at mushroom farm, trucking firm south of SF
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