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Wet snow.
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CITY & TOWN

Santander closing 
downtown Attle-
boro branch. B1 

BASKETBALL

Feehan, Foxboro girls; 
Mansfield boys sweep 
into state semifinals. C1 

By GEORGE W. RHODES

grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

President Joe Biden is ending 
the public health emergency on 
May 11 which was brought on by 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

That’s three years and two 
months after the scourge that orig-
inated in Wuhan, China, wreaked 
havoc throughout the world.

The World Health Organization 
first declared the pandemic three 
years ago on March 11, 2020.

There’s controversy over 
where the virus, also known as 
COVID-19, originated.

Some say it came from a leak 
in the Wuhan Institute of Virology 
where “gain of function” research, 
which refers to a process in which 
scientists try to make a virus 

more transmissible and more 
deadly, was being conducted.

Others believe it came from 
an animal, perhaps a bat, in a 
so-called wet market in the city of 
Wuhan.

The virus has mutated over 
the three years of its rampage, 
and remains dangerous, mostly 
to the elderly and those who are 
immunocompromised.

As of March 9, the average age 

By JIM HAND

Special Correspondent

ATTLEBORO 

O
ne year when Cathleen  
DeSimone was a college stu-
dent, she got a summer job 
in her hometown of Warwick 
working on the back of a gar-

bage truck, tossing trash into the truck.
The great thing about the job, she 

said, was that as soon as all the col-
lections were made, the crew could go 
home. They didn’t have to stick around.

DeSimone said the job taught her 
two things. One, everyone, regardless of 

income, has weird stuff to throw away. 
And two, efficiency has its rewards.

“When you were done, you were 
done,” she said. “There was a reward for 
efficiency.”

Now that she is leaving the City 
Council during her second term and 
being sworn into office as mayor on 
Saturday morning, allies say she has 
brought a pursuit of efficiency to city 
government.

City Councilor Laura Dolan has had a 
close up view of DeSimone on the coun-
cil, working with her on several issues.
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City Councilor Laura Dolan, who has had a close up view of working with mayor elect Cathleen DeSimone, pictured above, on the council, says DeSimone has an eye for 

the details of government, making it work better, often concentrating on unglamorous, but necessary, issues. DeSimone will be sworn in Saturday morning at City Hall.

READY TO LEAD
With an eye for detail and efficiency, DeSimone set to take office as Attleboro mayor

 “She’s smart. She’s thorough. She’s fair.  

I think she is the hardest working person  

on the council. 

City Councilor Laura Dolan on  

Mayor-elect Cathleen DeSimone „
SEE DESIMONE, PAGE A2 E  

Coronavirus: Three years later
With public health emergency set to end in May, a look back 

at where we’ve been and ahead to what may come next

SEE VIRUS, PAGE A3 E  

House votes to declassify information 

about COVID-19 origins. A5

Columnist Mike Kirby writes that COVID 

changed his life, but compared to 

others, he got off easy. B1
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A medical worker in protective garments walks past caution tape in April 2020 at 

a drive-thru testing site for the coronavirus in a parking lot at Gillette Stadium in 

Foxboro. The site was designated for first responders and other frontline workers 

who may have been exposed or were showing symptoms. 


