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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — Dan Del Vec-
chio Jr. was remembered as be-
ing a mentor to numerous young 
aspiring lawyers in Bristol 
County and a “giant in the local 
legal profession.”

Del Vecchio, 92, who prac-
ticed law for more than 50 years 
before retiring two years ago, 

died Monday at his North Attle-
boro home.

“He was a giant in the local 
legal profession, no doubt about 
it,” Attleboro lawyer Michael 
McGahan said.

Del Vecchio helped start the 
Bristol County Bar Advocates 
in 1980, a program for private 
lawyers who represent poor cli-

ents, and was a staff attorney for 
11 years, according to Gelinde 
Lowe, a New Bedford lawyer who 
helped start the program with 
Del Vecchio.

“He was so dedicated to the 
bar,” said Lowe, who became 
close friends with Del Vecchio 
and his wife Anne. “He was like 
extended family. I will miss him 
a lot.”

Del Vecchio volunteered to 

mentor young lawyers just start-
ing out in the profession and he 
continued to practice law until 
two years ago, his friend and 
former law partner Steve Clapp 
of North Attleboro said.

Clapp said Del Vecchio’s last 
criminal trial ended with his 
client being acquitted by a jury 
in about 10 minutes. He also 
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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

PLAINVILLE — Authorities have released 
the identities of the elderly couple killed in 
a car crash Monday afternoon on Taunton 
Street.

The victims were 86-year-old Ralph 
Lanciano and his wife, Josephine McAllis-
ter-Lanciano, 93, both of Dania Beach, Fla., 
a spokesman for the Norfolk County district 
attorney’s office said Tuesday.

Dania Beach is just south of Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla. The couple also had an address in 
Wareham, according to police.

Ralph Lanciano was driving south on 
Taunton Street when he attempted to make 
a U-turn and collided with a work van, also 
traveling south on Taunton Street, according 
to police.

He was trapped inside the car for about 20 
minutes before firefighters were able to free 
him by cutting the roof off the vehicle, fire 
Capt. Gregory Smith said.
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By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — Officials are 
warning women of child-bearing age 
and children to not eat large mouth bass 
caught in portions of Falls Pond, and 
others to limit their consumption of the 
fish to twice a month.

Meanwhile in an unrelated develop-
ment, the town conservation commission 
has issued a notice saying the pond was 

recently treated for invasive, non-native 
vegetation.

The fish warning extends to women 
who are pregnant, could become preg-
nant, or are nursing. It also applies to 
children under age 12.

The state Department of Public 
Health says tests on the fish in the North 
Basin of Falls Pond have found elevated 
levels of mercury, just over the state 
limit.

The fish had a .53 parts per million 

concentration of mercury while the state 
guideline level is .50.

Falls Pond was one of 15 fresh water 
bodies added last week to a list of 181 in 
Massachusetts with fish on the warning 
list.

“It is relatively common for ponds to 
have mercury in their water and sedi-
ment, largely due to airborne emissions 
which can travel hundreds of miles 

Warning on Falls Pond fish
Officials report levels of mercury over state limit
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A kayaker pulls his boat up the bank of Falls Pond in North Attleboro Tuesday. A sign notifies users of the pond that the water was chemically 

treated to control the growth of nuisance water vegetation and that swimming, fishing and other uses of the pond have temporary restrictions.

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — Libraries are used for 
research, and those who are charged with 
determining what should be done with the 
city’s 112-year-old library have decided 
that’s exactly what they need to do before 
they make a recommendation to Mayor Paul 
Heroux about its fate.

The city’s municipal building commission 
has authorized spending up to $28,000 for 
an architectural firm to study the matter 
and come up with a variety of options that 
include renovations to the current building or 
the construction of new one.

The Boston firm of Bargmann Hendrie & 
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The Attleboro Public Library: A neoclassic “beaux arts” style 

building that opened 1907.

By JOSH BOAK

and EMILY SWANSON
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Americans 
are generally satisfied with their 
personal finances, but many 
lack confidence in their ability to 
afford retirement, an emergency 
expense or even their daily living 
costs.

Roughly two-thirds, 67%, de-
scribe their financial situation as 
generally good, up slightly from 
62% who said so at the start of 
the year, according to a survey by 
The Associated Press-NORC Cen-
ter for Public Affairs Research.

Their brighter economic out-
look reflects in part a decade-long 
U.S. economic expansion that is 

now the longest on record. The 
expansion has slashed unemploy-
ment, revived the housing market 
and boosted overall household 
wealth. But some groups, espe-
cially young adults, racial minori-
ties and the poor, say they remain 
financially insecure.

Their anxiety is among the 
consequences of the economic 
expansion, which has benefited 
the most affluent far more than 
it has others. The richest Ameri-
cans now hold a greater share of 
the nation’s wealth than they did 
before the Great Recession began 
in 2007.

Housing and college costs have 
imposed a much heavier strain 

Many feel vulnerable 
despite personal gains
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