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W
ith the coronavirus spiking 
again, several area commu-
nities are returning to re-

mote board and committee meetings.
Just how long the virtual sessions 

will last depends on how the pan-
demic, and 
especially 
the omicron 
variant, 
play out, 
officials say.

In Attle-
boro, City 

Council President Jay DiLisio said 
the council is currently following a 
hybrid meeting model.

On Tuesday, for example, seven 
councilors were slated to be present 
in the chamber at City Hall and four 
were to be remote on Zoom.

DiLisio said the hybrid model is 
aimed at getting things back to a 

more normal way of doing business.
North Attleboro has not gone 

virtual but Monday’s joint meeting 
between the school committee and 
town council — while being held in 

person at the middle school — also 
had the option for the public partici-
pating online.
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Area communities going 
back to remote meetings
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Then-North Attleboro Town Council President Keith Lapointe participates in a February 

2020 council meeting via FaceTime while on business in Boulder, Colo.
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NORTH ATTLEBORO — Melissa 
Troiano was saving to move to an 
apartment from her room at the 
Pineapple Inn when a fire literally 
sent her hopes up in smoke.

In addition, Troiano said her 
8-year-old pet pit bull Buddy and her 
pet guinea pig Alvin almost died, and 
all of her belongings were destroyed.

Troiano, 37, said she arrived home 

‘Everything ... has  
been destroyed’

Couple’s hopes 
of moving out 
of North motel 
ruined by fire
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Melissa Troiano looks over the room she and her partner, Joseph Thibodeau, lived in at the Pineapple Inn in North Attleboro before 

fire and smoke destroyed it and their belongings.
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A lamp stands in a fire-damaged room at the Pineapple Inn in North Atteboro. The fire 

was started accidentally by a burner on the stove and investigators are looking into the 

possibility that a pet dog may have hit the burner switch.

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

A Rhode Island man has been sentenced to 
three and four years in prison for stealing thou-
sands of dollars worth of large-screen televisions 
from Walmarts in North Attleboro and Seekonk, 
threatening a store manager with a knife, and 
leading police on a high-speed chase.

Luis Adorno, 38, of Providence, was sentenced 
in Fall River Superior Court, Bristol County Dis-
trict Attorney Thomas Quinn III said Tuesday.

Adorno admitted to stealing three televisions in 
two separate incidents at the North Attleboro store 
in July 2019, according to a spokesman for Quinn’s 
office.

RI man gets 3-4 
years for TV 
thefts, knife 

threat, car chase
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ATLANTA — Pounding his fist for emphasis, 
President Joe Biden challenged senators on Tues-
day to “stand against voter suppression,” urging 
them to change Senate rules in order to pass 
voting rights legislation that Republicans are 
blocking from debate and votes.

Biden told a crowd in Atlanta that he’d been 
having quiet conversations with senators for 
months over the two bills — a lack of progress that 
has brought him criticism from activists in his 
own party.

“I’m tired of being quiet!” he shouted. “I will 
not yield. I will not flinch.”

Current rules require 60 votes to advance most 
legislation — a threshold that Senate Democrats 
can’t meet alone because they only have a 50-50 
majority with Vice President Kamala Harris to 
break ties. Republicans unanimously oppose the 
voting rights measures.

Biden 
urges 
voting 
rights

President backs 
change to 

Senate rules
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President Joe Biden speaks Tuesday in Atlanta in support 

of changing the Senate filibuster rules that have stalled 

voting rights legislation.
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