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By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — Town 
officials confirm there’s at least 
one developer who’s serious 
about developing apartments in 
the former Sears store at Emer-

ald Square mall.
“For the developer interested 

in housing at the mall, I have no 
information that tells me they 
are not serious,” Town Manager 
Michael Borg told The Sun Chron-
icle on Tuesday. “We have been 
talking to them for around a year 

about this possibility.”
Economic Development Di-

rector Lyle Pirnie said the mall 
owner and the developer are ne-
gotiating. He said the developer’s 
identity is confidential.

Apartments eyed for mall
Talks ongoing to breathe new life  

into long-suffering Emerald Square
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A developer is considering putting apartments in the former Sears store at 

Emerald Square mall in North Attleboro, town officials say.

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — Police say they 
found a suspected “pizza bandit” 
after conducting a stakeout of a 
South Attleboro apartment house.

Officer Jordan Gale was 
dispatched Monday to follow the 
scent after a third pizza parlor 

was ripped off by a person who 
accepted deliveries over the past 
week.

Gale was looking for a short 
white woman, about 60 years old 
with glasses, who pizza work-
ers say accepted orders at the 
multi-unit Baltic Street apartment 
house but never paid.

The woman would say she 

“would be right back” with the 
money and close the door. The de-
livery workers would call and wait 
but the woman never paid, Police 
Chief Kyle Heagney said Tuesday.

After a delivery person from 
Pizza Hut in Pawtucket wasn’t 
paid Monday for a $53 order of 
cinnamon rolls, two pizzas and 
wings, in addition to extra ranch 

dressing, Gale spotted a woman 
matching the suspect’s description 
leaving the apartment house.

Gale spoke to the 68-year-old 
woman who allegedly admitted 
to ordering the food but said she 
could not afford to pay.

The woman will be summonsed 
to Attleboro District Court at a 
later date on three counts of lar-

ceny and defrauding a restaurant, 
police said.

In addition to Pizza Hut, the 
other businesses that were not 
paid were Generations Pizza and 
Papa Gino’s, both in South Attle-
boro, police said.

DAVID LINTON may be reached 

at 508-236-0338.

Cops sniff out alleged ‘pizza bandit’ in city

By MARYCLAIRE DALE
Associated Press

I
n a country with more guns 
than people — and one 
emerging from three years 

of isolation, stress and in-
fighting amid the pandemic — 
Americans are beginning 2023 
with a steady barrage of mass 
slaughter.

Eleven people killed as 
they welcomed the Lunar New 
Year at a dance hall popular 
with older Asian Americans. 
A teen mother and her baby 
shot in the head in an attack 
that killed five generations. A 
6-year-old shooting his first-
grade teacher in the classroom. 
The list goes on.

“We’ve been through so 
much in these past few years, 
and to continue to see case 
after case of mass violence in 

the media is just overwhelm-
ing,” said Apryl Alexander, an 
associate professor of public 
health at the University of 
North Carolina at Charlotte. 
“When does this stop?”

The carnage over eight days 
in California, where the dance 
hall victims Saturday night 
were among two dozen people 
killed in three recent attacks, 
brought painful reminders to 
families of last year’s school 
shooting in Uvalde, Texas. On 
Tuesday, several Uvalde fami-
lies and parents traveled more 
than three hours to their state’s 
Capitol to renew calls for 
tighter gun laws, even if they 
have little chance of winning 
over the Republican-controlled 
Legislature.

In 2022, the United States 

‘When does this stop?’ 
America is seeing an alarmingly bloody start to 2023
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Women mourn at a vigil Monday honoring the victims of a mass shooting at a dance hall in Monterey Park, Calif. 
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FBI officials walk Tuesday from the crime scene at Mountain Mushroom 

Farm in Half Moon Bay, Calif., after a gunman killed several people there 

and at another agricultural business. Officers arrested a suspect in the 

Monday shootings, 66-year-old Chunli Zhao, after they found him in his 

car in the parking lot of a sheriff’s substation, San Mateo County Sheriff 

Christina Corpus said.

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — Sturdy Memori-
al Hospital has settled a lawsuit 
stemming from a ransomware 
attack in February 2021, accord-
ing to a published report.

Sturdy has agreed to settle the 
class action lawsuit filed by pa-
tients whose health information 
was stolen in the cyberattack, the 
HIPAA Journal reported.

The attack gained access to 
the data of about 60,000 patients, 
the publication said.

Some of the information stolen 
included names, contact infor-
mation, dates of birth, Social 
Security numbers, Medicare 
Health Insurance claim numbers, 
driver’s license numbers and 
medical history, The Sun Chroni-
cle reported in 2021.

The attackers threatened to 
release the information publicly.

Sturdy paid an undisclosed 
ransom to the hackers to get its 
information back and offered all 
those affected two years of free 
credit monitoring.

The lawsuit, Shedd, et al. v. 

Report: 
Sturdy 
settles 

suit over 
breach
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Sturdy Memorial Hospital in Attleboro.

Deal stems from 
ransomware attack 

two years ago
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