
TODAY: H: 23 L: 16

Scattered flurries.

POP: 40%

PET DAY: Bird flu considered low risk  
to people despite recent animal infections. B5 

CITY & TOWN: Area residents rally to support 
Ukraine a year after Russia’s invasion. A3 

Attleboro-North Attleboro, Mass. MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2023 $1.25 newsstand

For home  
delivery, call 

508-222-4091
A8

Advice ....................B7

Classified .............. B6

Comics ..................A6

Puzzles ................. B6

Help Wanted.......... B6

Obituaries ..............A4

CITY & TOWN

Mansfield eyes zoning 

changes for downtown 

area near train station. A3

NATION

CIA director: Putin too 

confident he can grind 

down Ukraine. A5 

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

B
arely a flake has fallen this 
winter.

That could change over-
night Monday into Tuesday, when 
forecasters are predicting 3 to 4 
inches of snow for the area.

But the lack of snow to date 
has been good news for cities 
and towns which start out with 
minuscule snow removal budgets.

Their budgets are small be-
cause winters are unpredictable.

Will there be a lot of snow 
or not so much is always the 

nagging question.
It’s the only line item on 

which the state allows deficit 
spending. And whatever is spent 
over budget has to come off the 
top of the next year’s budget for 
a municipality.

Meanwhile, things are not so 
good for private plowing compa-
nies.

They are hurting. Two local 
companies said it’s never been 
this bad.

They are hoping that a plow-
able snow will finally fall.

And March is still ahead — 26 
years ago, a blizzard hit on April 

Fool’s Day, leaving a foot of 
snow. So, there remains a sliver 
of hope for some green to come 
out of the white for plow compa-
nies and their employees.

Attleboro’s snow budget is set 
at $97,500 a year and it has been 
set at this number for quite some 
time.

So far, the city has spent about 
$195,000 in snow and ice removal 
money.

“It was mainly spent on equip-
ment and materials, supplies, 
overtime and contractual meal 

Attleboro area plow companies banking on snow
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Plows line the lot at Case Facilities Management Solutions in North Attleboro.

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

W
hat could easily be the big-
gest snowstorm of this mild 
winter is forecast to begin 

Monday night and last into Tuesday.
The storm, which could bring 

up to 6 inches to the Attleboro 
area, will miss the Monday evening 
commute but is expected to disrupt 
Tuesday morning’s commute.

The National Weather Service of-
fice in Norton forecasts 3 to 6 inches 
in the region.

The track of the storm and tem-
peratures will determine the amount 

of snow and how much, if any, of the 
precipitation is rain, meteorologists 
said.

The storm will follow snow that 
fell during a frigid Saturday.

A total of 1 1/2 inches was recorded 
by the Attleboro Water Department 
— the only measurable snow in 
February for a month that typically 
gets 11 3/4 inches.

Mansfield and Taunton got an 
inch of snow Saturday.

That snow was on the heels of 
a cold front that blew in Friday 
night and Saturday morning, which 
brought lows in the teens that felt 
like single digits with the wind.

There were a few accidents, some 
serious, Saturday afternoon in the 
area as snow landed.

In Cumberland, a tractor-trailer 
transporting road treating material 
rolled over on Interstate 295 South.

Road crews were able to clear 
most of the debris off the highway 
by 4 p.m. Saturday.

The truck driver was injured, 
authorities said.

The cause of the crash is under 
investigation.

In Taunton, also on Saturday 
afternoon, a car accident closed a 
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Nylan Pereira of Norton doesn’t let falling snow deter him from getting in some kicks Saturday at the Norton High 

School soccer field.

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

FOXBORO — A 5-year-old 
boy suffered life-threatening 
injuries Saturday morning 
when he was struck by an 
SUV while attempting to cross 
Central Street.

The boy, who was visiting 
family in Foxboro, was taken 
by ambulance to Hasbro Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Providence, 

according to police.
The accident occurred 

about 11 a.m. in the area of 332 
Central St.

The boy, whose name was 
not released, was playing with 
his older cousins and followed 
them as they crossed the 
street to play with other neigh-
borhood children, police said.

The boy was trailing behind 
his cousins when he was 
struck by the SUV.

The area where the crash 
occurred is a straight section 
of a two-lane roadway and 
there are no crosswalks in the 
area.

An initial investigation by 
members of the police depart-
ment’s accident reconstruction 
unit determined that speed 
was not a factor.

However, the crash remains 

Boy, 5, seriously injured  
when hit by car in Foxboro

By JIM HAND
Special Correspondent

ATTLEBORO — Nobody seems to know what 
voter turnout will be like Tuesday for a spe-
cial election for mayor, but they all agreed it’s 
likely to be bad.

George Spatcher, chairman of the city 
election commission, wouldn’t even venture a 
guess.

“I don’t know,” he said Sunday. “Municipal 
elections have notoriously low turnout and 
we’ve never done one like this.”

By “like this,” he means a special election 
for mayor in the middle of winter with snow 
and rain in the forecast.

The candidates are Timothy Barone, former 
City Councilor John Davis, City Councilor 
Cathleen DeSimone and acting Mayor Jay 
Dilisio.

With snow in the forecast, the election 
commission will meet Monday morning to 
determine if the election should be postponed, 
but Spatcher said the latest forecasts do not in-
dicate at this time that the weather will be bad 

Will 

voters 

show? 
Low turnout 
expected for  
city election 

A NOTE TO READERS

Winter finally storms in
Biggest snowfall of the season so far in forecast
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SEE ELECTION, PAGE A2 E  

Sun Chronicle drops 
‘Dilbert’ comic strip

The Sun Chronicle will no 
longer publish the “Dilbert” comic 
strip, effective immediately.

Readers will notice a blank 
space on Page A6 of today’s Sun 
Chronicle. That blank space will 
remain for the entire month of 
March as a reminder of the racism 
that pervades our society daily.

Racist comments made by Scott 
Adams, the strip’s creator, were 

appalling to say the least. Adams, 
in a YouTube rant, called Black 
people a “hate group.” See story, 

Page B4 

The Sun Chronicle will not pro-
vide a platform for a racist.

As Cleveland Plain Dealer edi-
tor Chris Quinn said so succinctly, 
dropping the comic strip “was not 
a difficult decision.” 

— Craig Borges, executive editor
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