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for fallout from sign-steal-

ing scandal. B1 

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

PLAINVILLE — The U.S. 
Supreme Court on Monday 
rejected the appeal of Michelle 
Carter, who was found guilty 
on charges she encouraged her 
boyfriend to commit suicide in 
July 2014 through a series of 
text messages and phone calls.

Carter, 23, of Plainville, is 
scheduled to be released from 
jail late next week after serving 
almost a year of a 15-month 
sentence for the death of Con-
rad Roy III of Mattapoisett. She 
was sentenced last February 
after the state Supreme Judi-
cial Court unanimously upheld 

her involuntary manslaughter 
conviction in the controversial 
case.

Her lawyer filed a writ of 
certiorari earlier this year 
asking the nation’s high court 
to vacate her conviction. He 
argued that her texts and calls 
were protected free speech 
under the First Amendment.

She was also denied parole 
earlier this year.

The U.S. Supreme Court is 
asked to review about 7,000 cas-
es each year and accepts only 
about 2 percent of the petitions, 
according to legal experts.

Carter’s case has garnered 
national attention and sparked 
legislative proposals in Massa-

chusetts to criminalize suicide 
coercion.

Carter was 17 when she text-
ed and called Roy, 18, encour-
aging him to kill himself in his 
pickup truck in a Fairhaven 
parking lot. Roy, who had 
previously tried to kill himself, 
breathed in toxic fumes from a 
gas-powered water pump.

Although the pair rarely 
met in person, they shared an 
intimate texting and telephone 
relationship and shared feel-
ings over their mutual mental 
health problems. In a deci-
sion heavily criticized by free 
speech advocates, the state SJC 

Carter bid denied
US Supreme Court lets manslaughter conviction 
stand; Plainville woman to be released next week
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Michelle Carter of Plainville appears in Taunton District Court with her lawyer, Joseph Cataldo, in February 2019.

‘The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision today brings 
closure to the family of Conrad Roy for his tragic 
death. I hope that the finality of this decision 
brings some solace to them.’
Thomas Quinn III

Bristol County District Attorney

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — James 
Balise of Majestic-Balise Honda 
is scheduled to go before the 
conservation commission Jan. 
21 seeking permission to put an 
auto dealership on South Wash-
ington Street where Pride Dodge 
used to be.

Balise wants an order of 
conditions from the commission 
to alter a buffer zone around the 
property. The project is slated to 
include redevelopment of existing 
buildings, parking lots, a load-
ing zone, along with stormwater 
system improvements, utility 
construction and landscaping.

It was first proposed in 2017, 
when an attorney for Balise said 
it could cost up to $10 million. At 
the time, Balise said he would 
seek a tax break from the town 
and state, but Economic Devel-
opment Director Lyle Pirnie said 
that was never applied for.

Balise could not be reached 
for comment Monday.

The site is listed at 849, 855 
and 865 South Washington St. It 
is across Route 1 from Showcase 
Cinemas.
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By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — The Portuguese 
Mass at St. Vincent de Paul may 
be on the way back.

Paulo Salgueiro says he and 
other parishioners met with Fall 
River Diocese Bishop Edgar da 
Cunha on the issue last month 
and were able to hammer out an 
agreement.

According to Salgueiro, da 
Cunha said that if parishioners 
could collect 50 signatures of 
those who would commit to 
attending a Sunday morning 
Portuguese language Mass, the 
bishop would “experiment” with 
bringing it back.

Diocesan spokesman John 
Kearns said da Cunha, who’s 
currently in Brazil visiting his 
family, would try to find a Portu-
guese speaking priest who could 
provide the service as long as 
there are “a sufficient number of 
parishioners” willing to attend on 
a “sustained basis.”

Salgueiro said he and a num-
ber of others have gone door-to 
door in the neighborhood off 
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St. Vincent de Paul Church on Linden 

Street in Attleboro.

DECISION 2020

By THOMAS BEAUMONT AND 

ALEXANDRA JAFFE
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa

P
residential candidates 
have swarmed Iowa’s 
rolling landscape for 

more than a year, making their 
pitch to potential supporters on 
campuses, county fairgrounds 
and in high school gymnasi-
ums. But three weeks before 
the caucuses usher in the Dem-
ocratic contest, the battle for 
the state is wide open.

A cluster of candidates, 

including Sens. Bernie Sand-
ers of Vermont and Elizabeth 
Warren of Massachusetts, along 
with former Vice President 
Joe Biden and Pete Buttigieg, 
the former mayor of South 
Bend, Indiana, enters the final 
stretch with a plausible chance 
of winning Iowa’s caucuses. 
A poll released Friday by The 
Des Moines Register and CNN 
found them all with similar 
levels of support.

For two decades, Iowa has 
had a solid record of backing 

Anyone’s caucuses
Several Democratic presidential 

candidates have plausible chance 
to win pivotal vote in Iowa
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Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., left, 

poses for a photo Sunday after speaking at a campaign event in Marshall-

town, Iowa. 
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