
SPORTS: Francesca Yanchuk’s four goals 
lead Feehan to 4-0 win in girls soccer. B1 

YOUR HOME: Find out what veggies new 
gardeners are growing during pandemic. B5 
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Today: Risk of 
thunderstorms (POP 
90%). High 63.
Tonight: Chance of 
thundershowers (POP 
80%). Low 50.
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CITY & TOWN

Plainridge Park Ca-
sino getting a new 
manager. A3 

CITY & TOWN

Lots more on tap this 
week for Attleboro’s 
Big Read. A3 

SUPREME COURT NOMINATION CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — With 
city, state and hospi-
tal coronavirus cases 
surging, the number 
of cases in Attleboro 
schools went down for 
the second consecutive 
week, according to sta-
tistics released by the 
school department late 
Monday afternoon.

School officials 
reported just two 
confirmed cases of 
coronavirus among the 
student population of 
around 6,000 and none among staff members for 
the week ending Oct. 9.

There were 32 close contacts among students 
connected to the two cases, nine in school and 23 
outside school.

There were zero close contacts among staff 
members.

That’s good news for those hoping to retain 
the hybrid mode of teaching, which has students 
in classrooms two days a week and at home for 
remote learning three days a week.

The school numbers are down from six cases 
for the week ended Oct. 2, when five students 
were found to have the virus along with one staff 
member.

That week there were 111 close contacts.
The week before that there were seven cases 

and 26 close contacts.
On the state level the news was not so good.
The state’s Department of Public Health report-

ed 765 confirmed cases of the virus on Monday, the 
biggest daily number since May 30 when 789 cases 
were reported.

Good 

news for 

schools

Mass. Gov. Charlie Baker 

unveils $171M plan to help 

tenants, landlords. A8

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — In 2 1/2 months, 
Mayor Paul Heroux will be halfway 
through his second term with three 
years of service under his belt.

But with two-year mayoral terms, 
that means he has to start thinking 
about 2021 because it’s an election 
year for city officials.

And he is.
In a post on his Facebook page Sunday, the 

mayor noted he recently observed his 44th birthday 
(it was Oct. 1) and suggested that supporters send 
contributions with 4s in them to help him boost his 
campaign fund for the upcoming campaign.

“I turn 44 years old this month,” Heroux said in 

Heroux not 
committing on 
third-term run

Paul Heroux

Attleboro cases 
drop to just two; city 

and state going in 
opposite direction

Mayor seeks campaign 
contributions in the ‘4’s’

SEE HEROUX, PAGE A2 E  

SEE VIRUS, PAGE A2 E  

By MARK SHERMAN, LISA MASCARO 

and MARY CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Supreme Court 
nominee Amy Coney Barrett pre-
sented her approach to the law as 
conservative and fair on Monday at 
the start of fast-tracked confirma-
tion hearings, while angry Demo-
crats, powerless to stop her, cast 

her as a threat to Americans’ health 
care coverage during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

With her husband and six of their 
seven children behind her in a hear-
ing room off-limits to the public and 
altered for COVID-19 risks, Barrett 
delivered views at odds with the 
late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
whose seat President Donald Trump 
nominated her to fill, likely before 
Election Day.

“Courts are not designed to solve 

every problem or right every wrong 
in our public life,” declared the 
48-year-old federal appeals court 
judge, removing the protective mask 

she wore most of the day to read 
from a prepared statement.

Barrett vows fair approach as 
justice, Democrats skeptical
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Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, left, talks with Judiciary Committee Chairman Lindsey Graham, 

R-S.C., with Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, in the foreground before Monday’s confirma-

tion hearing for Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett.
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Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett is sworn in Monday during a confirmation hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee 

on Capitol Hill in Washington.
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Democratic senators hold photographs Monday of people they say were saved by the 

Affordable Care Act.

By JESSICA GRESKO  

and MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — To hear Demo-
crats tell it, a Supreme Court with 
President Donald Trump’s nominee 
Amy Coney Barrett could quickly 
get rid of the law that gives more 
than 20 million Americans health 
insurance coverage.

But that’s not the inevitable 
outcome of a challenge the court will 
hear Nov. 10, just one week after the 
election.

Yes, the Trump administration is 
asking the high court to throw out 

the Obama-era healthcare law, and 
if she is confirmed quickly Barrett 
could be on the Supreme Court when 

the court hears the case.

Health care law on line at 
court, but is it likely to fall?
Even if ACA 

mandate ruled 
unconstitutional, 
rest of it could be 

left alone 

SEE ACA, PAGE A2 E  

SEE BARRETT, PAGE A2 E  

President Trump returns to the campaign 

trail a week after his release from the 

hospital. A5


