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By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER and FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Federal Reserve is facing 
stinging criticism for missing what observers say 
were clear signs that Silicon Valley Bank was at 
high risk of collapsing into the second-largest 
bank failure in U.S. history.

Critics point to many red flags surrounding the 
bank, including its rapid growth since the pandem-
ic, its unusually high level of uninsured deposits 
and its many investments in long-term government 
bonds and mortgage-backed securities, which tum-
bled in value as interest rates rose.

“It’s inexplicable how the Federal Reserve super-
visors could not see this clear threat to the safety 
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By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

NORFOLK — The Norfolk Public 
Library is set to reopen Wednes-
day after being closed for over 
two months after a burst pipe 
flooded part of the building.

The town’s senior center, 
which was forced to close in 
early February after it was also 
flooded by a pipe leak, remains 

closed, however.
The library is scheduled to 

reopen for regular hours 10 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, town 
officials announced Tuesday.

The reopening follows numer-
ous repairs that had to be com-
pleted due to the pipe malfunction 
in late December which caused 
significant water damage in the 
lobby and other areas, officials 
said.

Repairs included a new carpet, 
new drywall and insulation, elec-
tric and plumbing upgrades, and 
three re-tiled bathrooms.

“The library is pleased to 
share that no catalog items were 
damaged or destroyed,” officials 
said.

It was earlier thought the 
library would be able to reopen 
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Building reopening following flooding repairs

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — A fairly 
new homeowner is pushing for 
the town to allow residents to 
raise chickens on their property 
again.

Holly Pelletier of Mt. Hope 
Street appeared before town 
council members Monday night, 

urging them to 
reassess and over-
turn a moratorium 
on the birds.

Pelletier ex-
plained she wants 
to raise some hens 
because of the 
increased price of 
eggs and for food 

security.

“This seems like the perfect 
time,” Pelletier said. “We have 
wanted to have backyard hens 
for a long time. I know my family 
is not alone. It’s important for 
lower and middle class income 
families.”

The moratorium had been 
enacted to curtail what had been 
a growing rat problem in town.

Town Manager Michael Borg 

said the moratorium is set to 
expire in August but Pelletier said 
that would be too late.

“It’s chicken season now,” she 
said.

Pelletier said she has found 
a lack of information about the 
moratorium and chickens in town.

She contended rat problems 
can be alleviated with more pub-
lic education.

“We have an opportunity to be 
a leader” for communities allow-
ing backyard chickens, Pelletier 
said.

Council members were sup-
portive of looking into allowing 
the chickens to be raised in town.

“I’m in agreement with you 
one-hundred percent,” council 
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By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

W
inter’s late show of force 
continued Tuesday, dropping 
heavy rain and causing some 

flooding in the Attleboro area before 
it turned to snow.

What will be one of the longest 
storms of the season kicked off 
Monday afternoon as rain, and the 
precipitation turned to snow early 
Tuesday night. It was expected to 
move out of the region early Wednes-
day morning.

The storm was packing wind gusts 
of 30 to 50 mph but no significant 
power failures had been reported in 
the area as of Tuesday night. There 
were six customers without power in 
Foxboro, National Grid said.

The Attleboro Water Department 
recorded a high wind gust of 32 mph 
at 1 p.m.

Rain was extremely heavy at 
times, causing minor street flooding, 
and up to 2 inches were forecast, 
which is about what the city water 
department recorded.

By about 8 a.m., nearly 1 1/2 inches 
was recorded in Mansfield.

As for snow, between 2 and 4 
inches were forecast for the area, 
though there were some higher 
estimates.
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Plows, at right, try to pass nearly stopped traffic Tuesday on Interstate 93 South in Lon-

donderry, N.H. Southern New Hampshire and western and north-central Massachusetts 

got hammered by the latest nor’easter to hit the region. Story, weather, A8.

Nor’easter blows through
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Snow falls Tuesday afternoon in front of Memorial Hall in Foxboro center.
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