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CITY & TOWN

Meth lab raid in 

Foxboro part of 

troubling trend. A4 

SPORTS

Patriots release 

kicker Stephen 

Gostkowski. B1 

By DEVYANI CHHETRI
For The Sun Chronicle

BOSTON — With COVID-19 
cases continuing to multiply and 
nine deaths reported in the state, 

Gov. Charlie Baker Monday 
ordered nonessential businesses 
to close their physical offices 
and instead work remotely from 
home starting at noon Tuesday, 
up to April 7.

He also directed the Depart-
ment of Public Health to an-
nounce a “stay-at-home” advisory 
outlining social distancing and 
self-isolation protocols.

In the days leading up to the 

Monday press conference, Baker 
had resisted drastic provisions 
that signaled the closure of 
businesses and asked citizens to 
confine themselves indoors.

Businesses that are ‘locally 

grown’ and owned by ‘neighbors 
and friends’ are the ones that 
may find it difficult to transition 
to remote or telework policies, he 
said.

“But I also know that by taking 
this action now we can signifi-
cantly improve our position in 
this fight to slow the spread of 
this virus.”

Baker tightens restrictions
Governor closes ‘nonessential’ businesses, advises  

staying at home; area lawmakers generally supportive

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO 

F
oot traffic downtown was 
slow Monday morning, 
but it didn’t have any-

thing to do with Gov. Charlie 
Baker issuing an order closing 

all “nonessential” businesses 
by noon Tuesday to stem the 
growing tide of coronavirus.

But it had everything to do 
with the virus itself.

By 4 p.m. the state’s Depart-
ment of Public Health reported 
that there were 777 cases of the 
disease in Massachusetts and 

that nine people had died from 
it.

People are staying home 
from work and school and it 
appears they are staying away 
from all but essential shopping.

Some of the “nonessential” 
businesses, like T & T Nails 
and Ryan Brothers Gob Shop 

on North Main Street. were 
already closed on Monday.

Notices were posted on their 
doors.

Other businesses like Spee 
Dee Oil Change and Auto Ser-
vice on North Main, which is 

In city’s downtown, ‘essential’ and 
‘nonessential’ businesses struggling

MARK STOCKWELL/THE SUN CHRONICLE

Bob Sirois of Sirois Bike Shop in North Attleboro says that business has been brisk due to the arrival of spring and kids home from school. His business 

is not considered “essential” and so has to shut down at noon Tuesday.

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO 

W
hen the hard times hit, 
they hit hard.

Donald Chartier 
knows that better than most.

He runs a small locksmith 
shop, MD Keys, at 32 North 
Main St. and will be closing 
the doors today (Tuesday) 
under Gov. Charlie Baker’s or-
der to shut down nonessential 
businesses by noon.

It’s been tough enough 
keeping the business going, but 
lately things have gotten worse 
with coronavirus shuttering 
some of his customers, such as 
the school department, he said.

But that’s only the half of it.

Chartier was diagnosed with 
cancer at Christmas and has 
undergone chemo and radia-
tion therapy that has weakened 
him, making it impossible for 
him to leave his shop to do 
outside work. That has cut into 
his cash supply.

And, of course, coronavirus 
attacks people in a weakened 
state, like him, and as a result 
it’s problematic for him to 
have people come to his shop.

He decided to start taking 
Social Security, which helped 
fill some of the income gap, but 
now with the shutdown of “non-
essential” businesses, there’ll 
be another gap — and it’s big-
ger and it could last longer.

Shutdown hits some particularly hard

GEORGE RHODES

Donald Chartier, owner of MD Keys in Attleboro, is considered a “nones-

sential” business and has to close his shop at noon Tuesday.

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

The state Legislature has 
passed an emergency bill al-
lowing towns to postpone their 
elections this year because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Legislative leaders said town 
elections, which are held in the 
spring, cannot go forward at this 
time because people must keep 
a safe distance from each other 
to help curtail the spread of the 
disease.

The bill sailed quickly through 
the Senate and House on Monday.

Beacon Hill 
gives towns 

election 
reprieve

SEE BILL, PAGE A2 E  

SEE LOCKSMITH, PAGE A2 E  

SEE BUSINESSES, PAGE A2 E  

SEE BAKER, PAGE A2 E  

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO 

— Mayor Paul 
Heroux declared 
a state of emer-
gency for the 
city Monday 
night, saying city 
government was 
being taxed by all 
the extra services it is providing 
as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Heroux said the measure 
allows him to deficit spend and 
apply for federal reimbursement 
at a later date.

As an example, he said the fire 
department is so busy it now has 
to operate four ambulances at a 
time instead of three.

Mayor 
declares 
state of 

emergency

Paul Heroux

SEE MAYOR, PAGE A2 E  
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Wrentham reports its first con-

firmed case. A3
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Local boy gets a drive-by birth-

day party. A3


