
Today: Chance of 
thundershowers (POP 
90%). High 81.
Feels like 84.
Tonight: Rain (POP 
90%). Low 68.

SPORTS: Foxboro AD Cormier stepping 
down to take job in Hopkinton.  B1 

MOVIES: ‘Angry Birds’ flies back into 
theaters this week. Review, B4 
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A little free library is 

part of a legacy in 
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By MICHELLE R. SMITH
Associated Press

PROVIDENCE — For more than 
two decades, Ken White worked 
at a credit card processor. It was 
a good job, but it fell victim to 
the Great Recession.

Today, at 56, White does sim-

ilar work managing technology 
projects for a regional bank. And 
yet everything feels different. He 
is a contractor for a technology 
services firm that assigns him to 
the bank. He is paid less, and the 
bonuses and stock awards he once 
earned as a full-fledged employee 
are long gone.

For all the U.S. economy’s 
robust job growth, White and 
many people like him don’t feel 
much like beneficiaries of what is 
now the longest expansion on re-
cord. The kinds of jobs they once 
enjoyed — permanent positions, 
with stability, bonuses, pensions, 
benefits and opportunities to 

move up — are now rarer.
“It’s not as easy as it was,” 

White says.
White’s evolution from em-

ployee to contractor is emblem-
atic of a trend in the American 
workplace a full decade after the 
recession ended: The economy 
keeps growing. Unemployment is 

at a half-century 
low. Yet many peo-
ple feel their jobs 
have been devalued 
by employers that 
increasingly assign 
a higher priority to shareholders 

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — Varsity high school 
football games will be played at Commu-
nity Field this year as there are no longer 
enough bleachers at the new school field to 
accommodate large crowds, officials said 
Monday.

Community Field was 
the home of Red Rocke-
teer football until last year 
when the town built an $1.2 
million artificial turf field at 
the high school, called Ray 
Beaupre Field.

The football team played one season at the 
new facility, but the bleachers were deter-
mined to be unsafe when they were inspected 
before graduation last spring.

Inspectors said supports were badly rust-
ed and the flooring was unstable.

Graduation was moved to Community 
Field and now football is being moved there, 
too.

Principal Peter Haviland and athletic di-
rector Kurt Kummer said the school adminis-
tration and the town have not yet determined 
whether it would be better to repair the old 

North 
games 
shift

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

MANSFIELD — Six months 
after being forced out of the 
North Main Street fire sta-
tion by an accidental blaze, 
local firefighters moved into 
their new home Monday.

Firefighters are now at the 
new $22 million public safety 
complex on East Street after 
temporarily setting up opera-
tions at the highway garage. 
The fire station on Plymouth 
Street will remain open.

Firefighters moved fire 
engines and other equipment 
into the facility at 500 East 

St., which will also house the 
police department.

The new facility was being 

built at the time of the two-
alarm fire at the North Main 
Street station. A fire engine 
caught fire about 2:40 a.m. 
Feb. 13 soon after firefighters 
returned from a call.

The fire caused heavy 
smoke and water damage 
in the station bay and other 
parts of the building, and fire 
officials said medical sup-
plies and gear were damaged 
along with the fire engine.

The new complex and a 

Firefighters in new station
Police department will complete transition in fall

PHOTOS BY MARK STOCKWELL/THE SUN CHRONICLE

Fire Chief Neal Boldrighini directs the tower truck into its new home on East Street. The Plymouth Street station will remain open.

Football back 
at Community 
Field this fall

UNSAFE BLEACHERS

JIMMY BUFFETT CONCERT MAYOR, COUNCILOR TANGLE

Inside: Gillette 

Stadium will 

offer free 

parking, with a 

catch. A4

When a boom can feel like bust to many
Workers feel devalued even in hot job market and economic expansion

Ken White

Moving day in Mansfield

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

MANSFIELD — Police say 
a man allegedly punched a 
65-year-old female security 
guard who confronted him 
as he was trying to break 
through a fence to see the 
Jimmy Buffett show at the 
Xfinity Center over the week-
end.

Lucas Notini, 24, of Wind-
ham, N.H., pleaded innocent 
Monday in Attleboro District 
Court to assault and battery 
on a person over 60, trespass-

ing and being disorderly.
He was freed on $500 cash 

bail.
Notini was arrested just 

after 8 p.m. Saturday by De-
tective Kenneth Wright, who 
was working a concert detail. 
Wright was assisted by Norfolk 
Police Chief Charles Stone, 
who was also working a detail, 
and Xfinity security guards 
who rushed to help the woman.

The woman told police she 
was punched in the face after 
confronting Notini. She was 
treated at the scene, according 
to police.

Concertgoer allegedly 
slugs Xfinity guard, 65

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — City Councilor 
Todd Kobus, who was blasted by 
the mayor for taking a suicid-
al man to the hospital from a 
private cooling station last month 
instead of calling 9-1-1, got over-
whelming support from readers 
on The Sun Chronicle’s Facebook 
page.

Out of 51 people who post-
ed opinions on the matter by 
3:30 p.m. Monday, all but one 
backed Kobus, a first term coun-

cilor.
One man, Kenneth Cabral took 

a shot at Mayor Paul Heroux.
“Paul, stop picking fights. He 

did what his heart told him to 
do. Furthermore, the individual 
involved may have resisted police 
or ambulance involvement,” he 
said.

“When someone is in a suicidal 
state they are not thinking ratio-
nally. Kobus did the right thing.”

A woman, Kerri LaPalme 
April, agreed.

“Thank you for being a good 
human. I’m so sorry our Mayor is 

acting this was over 
such a tremendous 
deed,” she said. 
“You did the right 
thing and should be 
acknowledged for it 
properly.”

Most of the oth-
er comments were 
in the same vein.

On Monday, Heroux said he 
may have done exactly what Ko-
bus did, had he not been educated 
by the fire department about the 

Kobus wins social media backing 
Heroux says he should have called 9-1-1 for suicidal man

Todd Kobus

A ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held at 9 a.m. on Oct. 12.
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