
By CARA ANNA
Associated Press

BUCHA, Ukraine — As he 
listened to his father die, the 
boy lay still on the asphalt. His 
elbow burned where a bullet had 
pierced him. His thumb stung 
from being grazed.

Another killing was in prog-
ress on a lonely street in Bucha, 
the community on the outskirts 
of Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, where 
bodies of civilians are still being 
discovered weeks after Russian 
soldiers withdrew. Many had 
been shot in the head.
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By TOM REILLY
treilly@thesunchronicle.com

MANSFIELD — A measure to 
ban the teaching of “divisive 
concepts” in the 
town’s schools 
won’t be going be-
fore town meeting 
voters next week 
after the resident 
who proposed it 
said he wanted it 
withdrawn.

At Wednesday’s 
public review of town meeting 
articles, Town Manager Kevin 
Dumas said that Robert O’Con-
nell, who drafted and submitted 
the measure, told him by email 
“it is my intention to take what-
ever steps that are necessary to 
remove (the article) from consid-
eration.”

Dumas said O’Connell told 
him he would not be attend-
ing Wednesday’s session. The 
article was ruled out of order 
by Paul DeRensis, the town’s 
legal counsel, Dumas said in a 
statement Thursday. O’Connell, a 
retired attorney and member of 
the Mansfield Town Republican 
Committee, declined to comment 
when contacted Thursday.

Among the provisions in the 
three-page proposed article 
would have been a ban on teach-
ing that “an individual, by virtue 
of sex, race, ethnicity, religion, 
color, or national origin, is inher-
ently racist, sexist, or oppressive, 
whether consciously or uncon-
sciously.” It also would have 
barred teachers from claiming 
that the United States, Massa-
chusetts or the town of Mansfield 
were inherently racist or sexist.

A teacher or school adminis-
trator violating that ban could 
have faced discipline and school 
committee members allowing 
that violation would have been 
subject to recall, the article said.

O’Connell submitted a peti-
tion with double the required 10 
signatures to the town clerk on 
Feb. 28 in order to place the arti-
cle amending the town’s bylaws 
before voters.

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

Jennifer Rice of South 
Attleboro calls the current baby 
formula shortage a “horrific 
dilemma.”

Rice and her husband Pat-
rick have two daughters, Emer-
syn, 2, and Baylee, who turned 
8 months old Thursday.

“Both my girls unfortunately 
gained my husband’s” and her 
lactose allergies, Rice said in 
an email. “So formula wise, 
we are very limited because 
everything with a milk protein 
affects their systems horren-
dously. Baylee can only drink 
Enfamil Gentlease or Similac 
Pro-Total Comfort, nothing 

else or she is horrifically sick, 
uncomfortable, and it just ends 
up badly for everyone.

Rice says she, her mother-in-
law, her brother, her husband’s 
co-workers, and her dad and 
stepmother in Maine search 
stores every day on the off 
chance that a can or two of her 
specific formulas are available.

“As a parent, the sheer fact I 
have to struggle and go across 
multiples states just to find 
my child the only milk she can 
have guts me,” she said.

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration announced 
Thursday it is taking proactive 
measures to increase supply to 

‘It’s gut-wrenching’   
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A sign at the Stop & Shop in Plainville advises customers about the baby formula shortage Thursday.
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Jennifer and Patrick Rice hold their daughters, Emersyn, 2, and Baylee, who 

turned 8 months old Thursday. Jennifer says she and her family conduct a 

daily, frantic search for baby forumula.
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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

MANSFIELD — About a 
month after Police Chief 
Ron Sellon was placed on 
paid administrative leave, 
the town hired a private 
firm to investigate the still 
mysterious circumstances 
surrounding his absence 
from his job.

Sellon was placed on ad-
ministrative leave with pay 
on Oct. 29, 2021, for reasons 
still undisclosed by Town 
Manager Kevin Dumas and 
select board members.

The mystery is costing 
the taxpayers about $388,000 

a year for 
two chiefs. 
Deputy Police 
Chief Michael 
Ellsworth was 
named acting 
police chief 
and received a 
$47,000 bump 

in pay, which the town’s 
lawyer says he is entitled to 
by law for the extra respon-
sibility.

Sellon, the police chief 
for nine years, made over 
$177,000 in the last fiscal 
year. His three-year contract 
is up in March 2023.
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Ukrainian boy left to deal with 
killing of father by Russians
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Yura Nechyporenko, 15, places a chocolate at the grave of his father at the 

cemetery in Bucha on the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine. The teen survived an 

attempted killing by Russian soldiers while his father was killed.
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