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ATTLEBORO — Patients at a 
chain of substance abuse treat-
ment centers in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island, including one 
in the city’s downtown, were 
supposed to receive help in their 

struggle with opioid addiction.
But instead, the owner of 

Recovery Connection Centers 
of America Inc. and one of the 
company’s employees were “le-
veraging the opioid crisis” to take 
advantage of those struggling 
with addiction and bilk taxpayers 
out of millions of dollars, federal 
authorities alleged Thursday.

Michael Brier, 60, the compa-

ny’s owner, was arrested at his 
home in Newton and charged 
with health care fraud, aggravat-
ed identity theft, money launder-
ing and obstruction, Rhode Island 
U.S. Attorney Zachary Cunha 
said Thursday at a news confer-
ence.

Mi Ok Bruining, 62, of 

Health care fraud alleged

RECOVERY CENTERS OF AMERICA

Recovery Centers of America operates this clinic at 7 North Main St. in down-

town Attleboro.

Authorities arrest owner, employee of 
addiction clinics, including one in city

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

PLAINVILLE — William Mur-
ry was identified by authorities 
Thursday as the pedestrian 
struck and killed by a car 
as he walked along Taunton 
Street early Wednesday night.

Murry, 46, of Willow Trace 
apartments, was walking on 
Taunton Street when he was 
struck near the intersection 
of Shepardsville Drive about 
7 p.m. Wednesday, authorities 
said.

The accident scene is about 
a mile north from Murry’s 
home.

The driver of a Honda 
Accord stopped at the scene, 
alerted police and remained at 
the scene, David Traub, spokes-
man for the Norfolk County 
District Attorney’s office, said.

Murry was taken to Sturdy 
Memorial Hospital in Attleboro 
where he was later pronounced 
dead, according to Traub.

No charges were immediate-
ly issued against the driver and 
the investigation of the acci-

dent is ongoing, officials said 
Thursday.

Taunton Street was closed 
between Shepard Street and 
Shepardsville Drive while state 
and local police conducted 
their investigation at the scene.

Neighbors were saddened to 
learn of the tragedy when in-
terviewed by The Sun Chronicle 
Thursday.

Brian Epstein, 45, who 
lives on the corner of Taunton 
and Shepard streets, was not 
at home at the time of the 
accident. However, he learned 

from his wife that police were 
stationed on the street outside 
their home.

“It’s upsetting to find out 
someone was killed,” Epstein 
said.

Plainville police are being 
assisted in the investigation by 
state police accident recon-
struction experts and state 
police detectives with the Nor-
folk County district attorney’s 
office.
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Plainville fatality victim ID’d
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A 46-year-old pedestrian was struck and killed by a car Wednesday night on Taunton Street at Shepardsville Drive in Plainville. 

Above are accident reconstruction paint marks on the northbound side of Taunton Street where the vehicle stopped.

46-year-old man was walking along Taunton Street when accident occurred

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — Congressman 
Jake Auchincloss and other 
political leaders took of a tour 
of Sturdy Memorial Hospital’s 
Emergency Department on 
Thursday, and the news was not 
good regarding patients who 
need mental health care.

Sturdy is struggling with such 
patients just as other hospitals 
are, Sturdy officials reported.

Much of the problem stems 
from psychiatric hospitals that 
are hundreds of beds short, they 
said.

According to the Massachu-
setts Health and Hospital Asso-
ciation, the number of mental 
health patients waiting for beds 
was 767 during the week of Feb. 
21. And, in the week of Feb. 13, 
the number was 646.

In Region 5, which is South-
eastern Massachusetts, there 
were 131 patients waiting for beds 
in the week ending Feb. 13.

Sometimes patients have to 
wait in emergency departments 
as many as 20 days or more for 
a bed.

“Behavioral health boarding 
occurs when a patient must wait 
in an emergency department or 
medical-surgical floor until a 
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WASHINGTON — Former Pres-
ident Donald Trump can be sued 
by injured Capitol Police officers 
and Democratic lawmakers over 
the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at 
the U.S. Capitol, the Justice De-
partment said Thursday in a fed-
eral court case testing Trump’s 
legal vulnerability for his speech 
before the riot.

In court papers, the Jus-
tice Department told a federal 
appeals court in Washington that 
it should allow the lawsuits to 
move forward, rejecting Trump’s 
argument that he is immune from 
the claims.

The department said it takes 
no position on the lawsuits’ 
claims that the former president’s 
words incited the attack on the 
Capitol. Nevertheless, Justice 
lawyers told the court that a 
president would not be protected 

by “absolute immunity” if his 
words were found to have been an 
“incitement of imminent private 
violence.”

“As the Nation’s leader and 
head of state, the President has 
‘an extraordinary power to speak 
to his fellow citizens and on their 
behalf,’ they wrote. “But that tra-
ditional function is one of public 
communication and persuasion, 
not incitement of imminent 

DOJ: Trump can be sued for Jan. 6 riot harm
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