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CITY & TOWN

Seekonk approves new 
turf field but not new 
library. A3 

CITY & TOWN

Coronavirus cases 
almost nonexistent in 
area schools. A4 

Playing it cool at Capron

MARK STOCKWELL/THE SUN CHRONICLE

With a fourth straight day of hot and humid weather afflicting the area on Tuesday, kids found the splash pad at Capron Park Zoo in 

Attleboro an ideally cool place to be. Above, Zoey Roberts, 6, of Plainville dances her way around the pad. Weather, A8.

By TOM REILLY
treilly@thesunchronicle.com

L
ike many young people in the 
area over the past year, Mikay-
ler Patch has gotten tired of 

missing out.
But unlike others, she has decided 

to take action.
Patch, 17, a junior at Norton High 

School, says she and classmates have 
not have had a chance to enjoy a for-
mal dance since the pandemic began.

“It’s been some of our dreams to 
have prom, so we decided to do some-
thing about it,” she says.

She and a friend, Abbi Cloutier, 
a junior at Attleboro High, aren’t 
waiting for an official prom. They are 
holding their own and inviting any 
other youngsters to join in the fun.

By the way, no prom dress? No 
problem. The girls have that covered 
as well.

They have organized a prom/
formal for Saturday at the Attle-
boro Elks and have invited any high 
school student in the area to come.

“Anybody’s really welcome,” Patch 

says. “We asked our friends from bas-
ketball teams and other activities.”

And so far, the response has been 
pretty encouraging. Some 60 people 
have signed up so far at $20 each for 
the 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. event. Patch 
says that will help recoup the money 
she’s already laid out for the hall, DJ 
and other expenses. She started out 

by raising $300 at a craft fair.
Traditionally, prom tickets can 

range anywhere from $70 to well over 
$100.

Guests must order their tickets 
in advance; none will be sold at 
the door. And prom-goers won’t 

No prom? No problem
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Norton High School junior Mikayler Patch, left, is co-organizing a prom-style formal get-to-

gether this Saturday night. Above, Tara Croteau of Attleboro helps Patch pick out a dress. 

Patch even had formal tickets printed.

Norton, Attleboro 
high school 

students organize 
their own formal

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — A Taunton man pleaded in-
nocent Tuesday to charges he forced his way 
into the home of an acquaintance, stole $70,000 
in cash as well as jewelry and marijuana, and 
then went on a shopping spree.

Richard M. Swanson, 34, was ordered held 
without bail following his arraignment in Attle-
boro District Court and faces a dangerousness 
hearing June 15, according to the clerk’s office..

The charges stem from a Feb. 26 home inva-
sion on Morse Avenue in South Attleboro.

Swanson and another man donned ski masks 
and forced their way into the alleged victim’s 
home just after midnight, according to prosecu-
tors.

The 27-year-old resident told police he was 
threatened with a handgun and told to open his 
two safes inside a walk-in closet in his bedroom, 
according to a police report.

Police: 
City home 
invasion 

nets $70K
Suspect allegedly went 

on shopping spree 
with stolen cash

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — Mayor Paul Her-
oux announced Tuesday he has 34 
volunteer positions he’s trying to 
fill at city hall and he’s hoping to 
recruit more women and people of 
color to fill them.

The slots are open only to Attle-
boro residents.

The planning board has two 
vacancies. Heroux said females, 
people of color and environmentalists are en-
couraged to apply.

There are also two positions on the council on 
aging and again he’s hopeful that females and 
people of color will apply.

Want to 
volunteer? City 
has 34 openings

Paul Heroux

By TOM REILLY
treilly@thesunchronicle.com

PLAINVILLE — The board of 
selectmen will now officially be 
known as the “selectboard” in 
local documents.

Town meeting voters Monday 
night OK’d a number of tweaks 
to local bylaws, some merely 
cosmetic and others more sub-
stantive.

The town had already ap-
proved doing away with the 
Colonial-era term for the town’s 
executive board, but Monday’s 
vote changes the wording in by-
laws that refer to elected officials. 
The measure passed unanimous-
ly. Several other towns in the area 

have also adopted gender-neutral 
terms for their boards.

Voters adopted a senior tax 
work-off program that will allow 
senior citizens to reduce their 
property taxes by performing 
work in town hall.

Voters also adopted federal 
EPA regulations on stormwater 
management intended to protect 
local watercourses.

But a move to ban so-called 
“nip” bottles’ sale in town failed, 
despite a presentation by rep-
resentatives of Keep Plainville 
Beautiful that cited them as a 
major source of litter.

Voters also narrowly approved, 
39-32, a non-binding citizen 
petition article that called for the 
town to establish a committee “to 
explore the practicality” of estab-
lishing a regional school system 
for the town’s elementary schools.

Town Moderator Luke Travis 
noted that, as written, the article 
did not require any action by the 
selectboard or other officials.

While junior high and high 
school students attend King 
Philip Regional High School, Pla-
inville maintains its own system 
with a separate school board and 
superintendent for elementary 
grades, as do the other King 
Philip member towns, Wrentham 
and Norfolk.

Plainville switches to ‘selectboard,’ spares ‘nip’ bottles
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Plainville Town Hall

Plainville town meeting OKs $35 mil-

lion budget for next fiscal year. A3
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Today: Risk of thunder-

storms (POP 60%). High 

88.

Tonight: Risk of thunder-

storms (POP 40%).


