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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

FOXBORO — About 2,000 
gallons of sewage leaked from a 
tanker truck Thursday morning 
after it rolled over on the exit 
ramp from Interstate 495 North 
to I-95 South, officials said.

The ramp was closed for about 
four hours while crews cleaned up 
the spill.

The driver suffered serious 
injuries and was taken to Rhode 
Island Hospital in Providence, 
Foxboro Fire Chief Mike Kelleher 
said.

The accident occurred just 
after 9 a.m. when the truck failed 
to negotiate the ramp’s curve, the 
chief said.

“He rolled it several times,” 
Kelleher said of the driver, who 
was found outside the mangled 
truck cab.

The chief said it is not known 
if the driver was thrown from the 
vehicle, helped out by bystanders 
or got out on his own.

A Plainville fire official said 
the driver, whose name, age and 
hometown were not available, was 
conscious and talking to para-
medics on the way to the hospital.

The cause of the crash was un-
der investigation by state police.

Police and fire officials have 

By JOSEPH PISANI
AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK — Near the 
Twizzlers and Sour Patch 
Kids at a New York candy 
store are fruit-shaped soft 
jelly candies that earned a 
spot on the shelves because 
they went viral on TikTok.

A flood of videos last year 
showed people biting into the 
fruit gummies’ plastic cas-
ing, squirting artificially-col-
ored jelly from their mouths. 
Store staffers at the candy 
store chain It’Sugar urged it 
to stock up, and the gummies 
did so well that TikTok be-
came part of the company’s 
sales strategy. The chain 
now has signs with the app’s 
logo in stores, and goods 
from TikTok make up 5% to 
10% of weekly sales.

“That’s an insane num-
ber,” said Chris Lindstedt, 
the assistant vice president 
of merchandising at It’Sugar, 

which has about 100 loca-
tions.

TikTok, an app best 
known for dancing videos 
with 1 billion users world-
wide, has also become a 
shopping phenomenon. Na-
tional chains, hoping to get 
TikTok’s mostly young users 
into its stores, are setting up 
TikTok sections, reminiscent 
of “As Seen On TV” stores 

Truck accident spills 2,000 
gallons of sewage in Foxboro
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This 18-wheel rig rolled over at the bottom of the ramp from I-495 North to I-95 

South in Foxboro Thursday morning, resulting in a sewage spill.

Driver injured; environmental damage not found

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

A private equity firm and 
former executives of South Bay 
Mental Health Center Inc., which 
runs a clinic in 
Attleboro, have 
agreed to pay $25 
million to settle 
claims they de-
frauded the state’s 
Medicaid program, 
Attorney General 
Maura Healey said 
Thursday.

The agreement is the largest 
publicly disclosed government 
health care fraud settlement 
in the nation involving private 
equity oversight of health care 
providers, Healey said.

It is also the largest amount of 
money a private equity compa-
ny has agreed to pay to resolve 
fraud allegations involving 
health care portfolio companies 
of its kind, she said.

The company was alleged to 
have submitted fraudulent claims 
to MassHealth for mental health 
care services provided to pa-
tients by unlicensed, unqualified 
and improperly supervised staff 
members.

“It’s vital that people who 
need mental health services 
receive treatment from qualified 
individuals,” Healey said in a 
statement.

“We took action against these 
defendants for leaving thousands 
of MassHealth patients with 
unlicensed and unsupervised 

South Bay 
settles 

fraud suit 
for $25M 

Maura Healey

Company has 
Attleboro clinic

White’s Bakery in Brockton settles 

racial complaint. A4

‘As seen on 

TikTok’ the new 

‘As seen on TV’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Candy featured in TikTok videos 

is seen at It’Sugar candy store 

on the Upper East Side of New 

York. The videos sparked a huge 

increase in sales.
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Incumbent Attleboro Mayor Paul Heroux, left, and challenger Todd McGhee, right, took part in a debate at City Hall Thursday night.

Low-key showdown
City mayoral debate more of a calm conversation
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Student panelist Shane Mukasa asks a question at Thursday’s de-

bate. At right is panelist Mike Kirby, former Sun Chronicle editor.

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — Incumbent May-
or Paul Heroux and challenger 
Todd McGhee faced off Thursday 
night in what turned out to be a 
low-key debate.

It was so peaceful that at one 
point moderator Peter Gay was 
prompted to comment: “If only 
the presidential debates had gone 
this well.”

A crowd of about 50 jammed 
into the council chambers at City 
Hall to hear what the candidates 
had to say and even they, who 
in past debates were at times 
unruly, obeyed the “no applause” 

rule until the end. 
All were fully masked which 

perhaps reminded them to be 
quiet.

Adding to the civility, a sev-
enth grade student at Wamsutta 
Middle School, Shane Mukasa, 
who was one of the panelists cho-
sen to ask questions, challenged 
each candidate to say something 
nice about the other, and each 
complied.

Heroux praised McGhee as a 
man devoted to his family and a 
person of “character and integ-
rity.”

McGhee praised Heroux, who 
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