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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

MANSFIELD — Ron Stanovitch, 
the mechanic seriously burned 
in a Sept. 25 explosion at the gas 
station and auto repair shop where 
he worked for decades, has died, 
family members said Wednesday.

Stanovitch, 64, died Tuesday 
night at Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston after battling 

six weeks to overcome 
his injuries, his older 
brother John said.

Ron Stanovitch 
suffered burns over 
75 to 80 percent of his 
body in the explosion 
at Cannan Fuels Gas 
Station and Auto Re-

pair, located on the corner of Hope 
Street and Route 106. 

He was working with a blow-

torch on a car at the time, and the 
explosion ignited a fire throughout 
the business.

Co-workers carried Stanovitch 
out of the burning building.

The explosion was sparked 
by fumes from a 55-gallon drum 
containing an alcohol-based 
windshield washer fluid, which 
ignited near where Stanovitch was 
working, according to the state 
Fire Marshal’s Office.

“We lost a good person,” said 
his nephew John Stanovitch Jr., 
who thanked the community for 
its outpouring of support, thoughts 
and prayers for the family.

“It was good to see the commu-
nity come together,” he said.

He also thanked the doctors and 
nurses at Mass General.

“The care at Mass General was 
superb. They took good care of 
him,” the nephew said.

Ron Stanovitch lived with his 
wife, Deborah, in West Mansfield. 
They raised two children.

He spent decades fixing cars, 
even going to people’s homes like 
a doctor making house calls. He 
knew everyone and had numerous 
customers, his brother said after 
the explosion.

DAVID LINTON may be reached 

at 508-236-0338.

Mansfield mechanic dies from explosion injuries

Ron  

Stanovitch

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — Mayor Paul Heroux 
scored a big win over city council 
Vice President Heather Porreca 
in Tuesday’s election, capturing 67 
percent of the vote — a landslide in 
political parlance.

But that percentage is only the 
10th highest for a mayoral candidate 
in city history.

Still, it’s more than twice the 
lowest ever winning percentage, 31 
percent, which was registered nearly 
100 years ago.

At the top of the landslide list 
is the victory of Kai Shang over 
challenger Richard Belmore in 1987, 
when Shang garnered 82.5 percent of 
the vote.

The city’s first mayor, Harold 
Sweet, is in second place. In the 
city’s first ever mayoral election in 
1914, Sweet beat James Leedham 
with 74.2 percent of the vote.

Following Sweet in third place is 
the win scored by Ray Macomber 
over Lawrence St. Pierre in 1975. Ma-
comber got 73.8 percent of the vote.

In 1949, Cyril Brennan walloped 
Henry Randall by taking 73.6 percent 
of the ballots cast, the fourth best 
finish all time.

Brennan also took fifth place by beating Joseph 
Hardy in 1951 with 73.2 percent of the vote.

The rest are as follows.
1973 — Ray Macomber over John Parker, 72.5 

percent

Big win, 
but not 
biggest

Kai Shang got 

82.5 percent 

of the vote in 

1987.

Harold Sweet 

got 74.2 per-

cent in 1914.

Paul Heroux 

got 67.3 per-

cent Tuesday.

Heroux’s landslide 
election victory ranks 

10th in city history
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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com 

and STEPHEN PETERSON  

speterson@thesunchronicle.com

Three men suspected of being 
part of a crew who stole autos 
and tires from communities 
south of Boston were arraigned 

Wednesday, while police contin-
ued trying to identify a suspect 
or suspects who crashed a car in 
Attleboro Tuesday night and got 
away.

The suspects who were appre-
hended were arraigned in Stough-
ton District Court on charges 
stemming from two separate car 

crashes in Sharon Tuesday night.
They were identified by state 

police as Kemoni L. Mitchell, 21, 
Joshua D. Tangui, 26, and Marcos 
A. Torres, 24, all of Providence.

The suspects were charged 
with being accessories after 
the fact, and Tangui was also 
charged with driving without a 

license, driving to endanger and 
failing to stop for police, accord-
ing to court records.

Bail was set at $5,000 for 
Torres and Mitchell while bail for 
Tangui was set at $7,500. All are 
due back in court on Dec. 6.

At least one suspect fled after 
crashing a Jeep on Interstate 95 
South in Attleboro in the area of 
I-295. Attleboro and North Attle-
boro police assisted state police 

in the search but no suspects 
were found.

The suspects are believed to 
be part of a crew out of Rhode 
Island thought to be responsible 
for stealing autos, tires and rims 
in several communities south of 
Boston, state police said.

Attleboro Detective Lt. Tim 
Cook Jr. said Wednesday that 

Auto, tire theft ring suspects arraigned
Police trying to identify person who fled Attleboro crash
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By MARY CLARE JALONICK AND ERIC 

TUCKER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A State Depart-
ment envoy told lawmakers it was 
his “clear understanding” the U.S. 
government intended to withhold 
military aid from Ukraine until the 
country committed to investiga-
tions sought by President Donald 
Trump, including into a political 
rival, according to a transcript of 
the closed-door interview released 
Wednesday.

William Taylor told impeachment 
investigators he understood that the 
security assistance, and not just a 
White House meeting for Ukraine’s 
new president, was conditioned on 
the country committing to inves-
tigations of Joe Biden and also 

Diplomat says he had ‘clear 
understanding’ of quid pro quo
Dems plan first public hearings into Ukraine scandal next week
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House Intelligence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff, D-Calif., followed by Rep. Mike Quigley, D-Ill., goes to meet reporters Wednes-

day on Capitol Hill in Washington.
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State Department envoy William Taylor has told impeachment investigators it was his 

“clear understanding” the U.S. government intended to withhold military aid from Ukraine 

until the country committed to investigations sought by President Trump, above.SEE INQUIRY, PAGE A2 E  


