
GO: Some Valentine’s Day alternatives to chew 
on; plus, review of the new movie ‘Downhill.’ B5 

SPORTS: Bishop Feehan takes on King 
Philip in girls basketball action. B1 
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Today: Light rain 
(POP 100%).
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Tonight: Variable 
cloudiness. Low 25.
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CITY & TOWN

Cops make under-

cover drug bust in 

Attleboro. A3 

CITY & TOWN

Foxboro school officials 

put collar on assis-

tance dog program. A3 

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — A longtime eyesore in the city’s 
center has been sold and the next chapter of the 
property is about to begin, which is good news for 
a downtown on the rebound.

The dilapidated former Briggs Hotel — aka the 
Cannata Building, aka the Fishnet Building — on 
South Main was sold to developers Jan. 24.

Ryan Lenhart and Leonardo DaSilva, principals 
of 27-39 South Main St. LLC out of Walpole, paid 
$850,000 for the property to owners Iris H. Cannata 
and Lisa E. Cannata, principals of Xavier LLC, 
trustees for 27-39 South Main Street Realty Trust.

Plans for the structure are not yet known.
Nothing has been filed at City Hall and The Sun 

Chronicle was unable to contact the new owner.

Former 
Briggs 
Hotel 
sold
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The former Briggs Hotel on South Main Street in downtown 

Attleboro has a new owner.

Developers pay 
$850,000 for 

Attleboro eyesore

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO 

W
hile accused criminals faced 
a judge Wednesday in the 
main courtroom of Attleboro 

District Court, local high school stu-
dents conducted a mock trial dealing 
with murder and domestic strife in 
an upstairs courtroom.

The students, all sophomores in 
teacher Tobey Reed’s criminal jus-
tice class at Attleboro High School, 
resembled lawyers doing the real 
thing downstairs. They grilled wit-
nesses, who stumbled over some of 
their answers, and there were rapid 
fire cross-examinations.

The case concerned a man ac-
cused of strangling his ex-wife with 
a rope in her bedroom in order to get 
$4 million in life insurance money. A 

young daughter was left motherless 
by the crime.

Pretty cruel stuff was aired 
during testimony.

Witnesses testified about jealou-
sy, rage, creepy neighbors, troubled 

marriages, cheating spouses and te-
nacious private investigators. There 
was DNA, fingerprints and lies.

The defendant, Roger Hammond, 

Trying time
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Attleboro High sophomore Luis Tirado portrays an investigating officer who was first on a murder scene during a mock trial Wednes-

day in Attleboro District Court.
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Prosecuting attorney Kylie Sackett reads her opening statement as the defendant in a 

mock murder trial, played by Brendan Raymond, right, listens to the case against him.

Attleboro High 
sophomores lay 
down the law in 

mock murder trial

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — As 
a newly created govern-
ment body, the town coun-
cil has been experiencing a 
lot of firsts, and this week’s 
meeting was no exception.

For the first time since 
its inception in July, the 

council had a member 
participate in the meeting 
remotely.

Council President Keith 
Lapointe was away on 
business in Boulder, Colo., 
and joined the meeting via 
FaceTime, a video-tele-
phone service.

Another first for 
North council:  

remote participation

North Attleboro Town Council President Keith Lapointe partic-

ipates in a council meeting via FaceTime while on business in 

Boulder, Colo.

SEE BRIGGS, PAGE A2 E  

SEE REMOTE, PAGE A2 E  

SEE TRIAL, PAGE A2 E  

RACE FOR THE PRESIDENCY

By BRIAN SLODYSKO, JULIE PACE  

and KATHLEEN HENNESSEY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democratic 
presidential candidates plotted 
their paths Wednesday into state 
primaries now expanding to 
include voters of color, while the 
party’s establishment braced for 
a long and increasingly uncertain 
nomination fight ahead.

Sen. Bernie Sanders’ win in 
the New Hampshire primary set 
off a new round of strategizing 
among moderate party stalwarts 
searching for a way to knock the 
Vermont independent off course. 
Former Vice President Joe Biden 
made a personal appeal to donors 

nervous about his dismal showing 
in the first two contests, while Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar hustled to take ad-
vantage of a burst of momentum 

and money. Pete Buttigieg, second 
to Sanders in New Hampshire and 

After Iowa, NH, Dems seek 
path through diverse states
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Democratic presidential candidate Mike Bloomberg speaks at a rally Wednesday 

at the Bessie Smith Cultural Center in Chattanooga, Tenn. 

FORMER MASSACHUSETTS governor 

Deval Patrick ends his short-lived pres-

idential campaign. A5

SEE ELECTION, PAGE A2 E  


