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By SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

MANSFIELD — A rollover crash on Interstate 
95 North early Sunday morning fatally injured 
the driver of the vehicle and seriously injured 
its passenger, state police said.

Troopers assigned to the Foxboro barracks 
responded to the rollover about 2:45 a.m. after 
getting numerous 911 calls. The accident oc-
curred in the area of Exit 6A in Mansfield.

Upon arrival, troopers found the 2015 Infiniti 
Q40 on the highway median.

“Preliminary information” revealed it was 
operated by a 25-year-old Brockton man. Both 
he and his passenger, a 27-year-old man, were 
ejected in the crash.

The driver was transported to Sturdy Me-
morial Hospital where he died. The passenger 
was transported to Rhode Island Hospital with 
serious injuries, police said.

No other information on the accident was 
available.

Meanwhile, the Mansfield Fire Department 
posted on Facebook a public plea for seat belt 
use in response to the fatal.

“Statewide within the last two weeks there 
have been multiple fatalities on the highways,” 
the post stated. “A few of the accidents have 
had people ejected from the vehicles. This can 
be avoided by being vigilant with seat belt use.

“There is no excuse for not wearing seat 
belts. Cars in the last 10 years have increased in 
safety by leaps and bounds but in order for the 
systems to work it is essential for the occu-
pants to be seat belted in. Remember to drive 
safe, drive sober, and wear your seat belts this 
holiday season!”

The crash remains under investigation by 
troopers assigned to State Police Foxboro, State 
Police Collision Analysis Reconstruction Sec-
tion, Crime Scene Services Section, and State 
Police Troop H Detectives.

Troopers were assisted on scene by Mans-
field Fire & EMS and MassDOT.
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North celebrates the season

MARK STOCKWELL/THE SUN CHRONICLE

The annual downtown North Attleboro Christmas parade stepped off Sunday 

from the Baptist Common and ended at Veterans Park in front of town hall. 

Above: The grand marshal of the parade was the late Chris Cornetta, a town 

firefighter who died last March. He is represented by his wife Melissa, his 

daughter Cirsten and son Cameren.

At right: A miniature horse gets into the spirit of the season.

Below: Santa arrives at the end of the parade, right behind the North Attleboro 

High School marching band.

By JUDEE COSENTINO
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

I
n the wake of Black Fri-
day came Small Business 
Saturday, with dozens of 

area shoppers dedicated to 
“keeping it local” patronizing 
local businesses for the one-of-
a-kind items they would not find 
elsewhere.

Lambco Appliance and 
Attleboro Jewelers in Attleboro 
both saw a steady, busy stream 
of customers throughout the 
day who told the businesses that 
locally was where they wanted 
to give their patronage.

“It’s great to see people are 
coming out and supporting local 

Keeping it local

JUDEE COSENTINO / FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Ashley Cappiello of Easton and her mother-in-law, Michele Cappiello 

of Brockton, browse for unique items in An Unlikely Story in Plainville 

during Small Business Saturday.

Shoppers show support on Small Business Saturday

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

NORTON — The controversial 
and expansive solar power farm 
earmarked for a cranberry bog 
off Bay Road is not going away, 
despite continued strong opposi-
tion from neighbors.

Planning board members 
for a second time have decided 
against the project, even though 
developers submitted a reduced 
scale plan for the proposed site, 
the 63-acre Fairland Farm.

But the company behind the 
solar farm proposal, NextSun 
Energy of Colorado, is again 
appealing the planning board’s 

decision to the courts.
Board members last month 

voted 5 to 1, with member Julie 
Oakley dissenting, to grant a 
site plan, with numerous con-
ditions, but did not approve a 
special permit.

The special permit would 
allow the solar farm to be put in 
a flood plain district. Four board 
members voted in favor and two 
were opposed (Oakley and Kevin 
O’Neil), but five votes are need-
ed for a special permit.

NextSun had the option of 
appealing and did so.

“It is my understanding the 

Solar farm proposal  
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case headed to court
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