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A
fter the Japanese attacked Pearl Har-
bor on Dec. 7, 1941 killing more than 
2,400 U.S. sailors, soldiers and airmen, 
President Franklin Roosevelt went 
before Congress to ask for a declaration 

of war.
World War II had been raging in Europe since 

1939 when Germany invaded Poland and the Amer-
ican public was reluctant to get involved, but now 
there was no choice.

Millions would go and confront murderous, des-
potic regimes in Europe and Asia that threatened 
world freedom.

Roosevelt characterized the day of the attack as 
“a date that will live in infamy.”

And he was right.
But he was right in a way of which he was not 

aware and most of the world was not aware, and 
today many people are still not aware.

Dec. 7, 1941 was also the day Germany’s Nazi 
regime began “deporting” Jews from the Lodz 
ghetto in German-occupied Poland to the town of 
Chelmno to be murdered en masse by gas.

It was the day Nazi Germany intensified its 
efforts to exterminate Jews and other “undesir-
ables.”

It was the day the evil regime took the first step 
to transform a relatively disorganized and ineffi-
cient killing scheme to one of horrific efficiency, a 
cataclysm to be known as the Holocaust.

And six weeks later it would be intensified even 
more at the infamous Wannsee Conference.

REMEMBER

Recent polls found that nearly half of U.S. adults and millennials can’t name one of the many  

concentration camps where Adolf Hitler and Germany’s Nazi regime killed millions during World War II.  

Massachusetts lawmakers are working on legislation to mandate Holocaust and genocide education, as 12 other  

states have done, but meanwhile survivors, teachers and others continue educating a new generation to ...
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Prisoners were separated according to nationality inside a section of a Nazi concentration camp in Germany in March 1945 when it was liberated by Allied forces.
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45
Percentage of U.S. adults who 

cannot name one of the 40,000 

concentration camps and ghettos 

— gathering points where Jews 

were held before being “deported to 

the east” and killed — that were es-

tablished in Europe during the Holo-

caust, according to a poll conducted 

by Shoen Consulting last year.

49
Percentage of U.S. millennials, the 

most recent generation to come of 

age, who meet the same criteria as 

above, according to the poll.

Percentage of U.S. adults polled 

who “haven’t heard or aren’t sure” 

if they’ve heard of the Holocaust, 

according to the poll.
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Percentage of millennials who “hav-

en’t heard or aren’t sure” if they’ve 

heard of the Holocaust, according 

to the poll. 
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