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State education officials are 
bringing back standardized 
testing this year after the high-
stakes exams were canceled last 
spring because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic and local school 
officials are viewing the plans 
with some concern. Some worry 
the tests will contribute to a 
stressful atmosphere for students 
and staff alike.

Administering the Massachu-

setts Comprehensive Assessment 
System tests are necessary this 
year to gauge how much learning 
loss has occurred since the shut-
down of public schools 10 months 
ago, authorities said. Many 
students continue take classes 
remotely.

In 10-community Sun Chroni-
cle coverage area, many school 
systems are operating on a 
hybrid model, with students at-
tending classes in person part of 
the week and then switching over 
to remote learning.

“The MCAS tests will give 
Massachusetts educators and 
families critical insight into 
academic losses that need to be 
addressed this spring and sum-
mer, and data on which students 
and districts have been most 
impacted by the disruptions in 
schooling,” state Education Com-
missioner Jeffrey Riley wrote in 
a letter to school leaders.

The state is making modifica-
tions to the rules, some of which 

Return of MCAS adds stress for students, staff

Standardized testing is returning this year after a one-year hiatus due to the 

pandemic, leaving some students and staff stressed.

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE, ALAN FRAM 

and MARY CLARE JALONICK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — With impeachment 
planning intensifying, two Republi-
can senators want President Donald 
Trump to resign immediately as 
efforts mount to prevent Trump from 
ever again holding elective office 
in the wake of deadly riots at the 
Capitol.

House Democrats are expected to 
introduce articles of impeachment on 
Monday and vote as soon as Tuesday. 
The strategy would be to condemn 
the president’s actions swiftly but 
delay an impeachment trial in the 

Senate for 100 days. That would allow 
President-elect Joe Biden to focus 
on other priorities as soon as he is 
inaugurated Jan. 20.

Rep. Jim Clyburn, the third-rank-
ing House Democrat and a top Biden 
ally, laid out the ideas Sunday as the 
country came to grips with the siege 
at the Capitol by Trump loyalists 
trying to overturn the election results.

“Let’s give President-elect Biden 
the 100 days he needs to get his agen-
da off and running,” Clyburn said.

Pressure was mounting for Trump 
to leave office even before his term 
ended amid alarming concerns of 
more unrest ahead of the inaugura-
tion. The president whipped up the 

mob that stormed the Capitol, sent 
lawmakers into hiding and left five 
dead.

Republican Sen. Pat Toomey 
of Pennsylvania on Sunday joined 
Republican Sen. Lisa Murkowski of 
Alaska in calling for Trump to “resign 
and go away as soon as possible.”

“I think the president has disqual-
ified himself from ever, certainly, 
serving in office again,” Toomey said. 
“I don’t think he is electable in any 
way.”

Murkowski, who has long voiced 
her exasperation with Trump’s 
conduct in office, told the Anchorage 

Two GOP senators urge Trump to resign; 
Dems plan to introduce impeachment bill
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Congressman Hakeem Jeffries D-NY, third from right, speaks during a news conference at City Hall on Saturday in New York. Mem-

bers of New York’s Congressional delegation and Mayor Bill de Blasio, second from right, called for swift impeachment of President 

Donald Trump following the violent siege of the U.S. Capitol by Trump supporters that left five dead. 

Removal push grows

By JUDEE COSENTINO
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

WRENTHAM — Even with the 
social distancing requirement 
changing the socialization aspect 
of the Gary Mirliss Memori-
al Blood Drive, more than 120 
donors from several communities 
still made time to attend the 17th 
annual event at its new location of 
Lake Pearl Luciano’s on Satur-
day.

The blood drive, named in 
honor of the Norfolk resident 
who died of leukemia in 2001, will 

help support cancer patients at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 
the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
and Children’s Hospital Boston.

For years, the drive was held 
at King Philip Middle School, but 
that location’s smaller space, in-
cluding the possibility of unavail-
ability due to COVID-19 concerns, 
was not conducive for the event 
this time.

The larger floor plan of Lake 
Pearl Luciano’s gave ample space 
for those donating blood and the 
healthcare workers. Mirliss’ son 
Gregory and his mother Dee Dee 

were grateful for the venue’s ad-
ministrators’ use of space.

“They worked with us for 
months to get this organized, and 
I just can’t thank them enough,” 
Dee Dee Mirliss said.

Diane Kingston, the practice 
manager for the Kraft Donor Cen-
ter, worked with her colleagues to 
ensure a safe and healthy envi-
ronment for everyone involved, 
saying that everything was wiped 
down with disinfecting wipes, 
from the pens to the chairs.

Annual memorial blood drive in Norfolk draws more than 120 
Healthcare work-

ers and donors 
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social distancing 

guidelines at the 

17th annual Gary 
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Blood Drive at 

Lake Pearl Lucia-

no’s on Saturday.

JUDEE COSENTINO
 / FOR THE SUN 

CHRONICLE

By COLLEEN LONG, MICHAEL BALSAMO  

and LISA MASCARO 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON  — Despite ample warnings about 
pro-Trump demonstrations in Washington, U.S. 
Capitol Police did not bolster staffing on Wednesday 
and made no preparations for the possibility that the 
planned protests could escalate into massive violent 
riots, according to several people briefed on law 
enforcement’s response.

The revelations shed new light on why Capitol 
police were so quickly overrun by rioters. The depart-
ment had the same number of officers in place as 
on a routine day. While some of those officers were 
outfitted with equipment for a protest, they were not 
staffed or equipped for a riot.

Once the mob began to move on the Capitol, a 
police lieutenant issued an order not to use deadly 
force, which explains why officers outside the build-
ing did not draw their weapons as the crowd closed 
in. Officers are sometimes ordered against escalating 
a situation by drawing their weapons if superiors be-
lieve doing so could lead to a stampede or a shootout.

In this instance, it also left officers with little 
ability to resist the mob. In one video from the scene, 
an officer puts up his fists to try to push back a crowd 
pinning him and his colleagues against a door. The 
crowd jeers “You are not American!” and one man 

Capitol police 
were overrun, 

‘left naked’ 
against rioters
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U.S. Capitol Police push back demonstrators who are trying 

to break through a door of the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday 

in Washington.

SEE DRIVE, PAGE A2 E  

SEE MCAS, PAGE A2 E  

SEE RIOT, PAGE A2 E  

SEE TRUMP, PAGE A2 E  


