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By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — Sturdy Memorial Foun-
dation intends to construct a two-story, 
28,400-square-foot medical office building on 
O’Neil Boulevard.

Plans for the project were recently present-
ed to the zoning board of appeals.

The structure will be located on a 2.6-acre 
parcel located between the Marathon Co. at 90 
O’Neil Boulevard and East Street to the south.

The Sturdy Foundation is a business con-
nected to Sturdy Memorial Hospital. Sturdy 
spokesperson Kate Gwiazdowski said more 
medical offices are needed.

“Our Sturdy Memorial Associates practic-
es have been growing and there is a need to 
expand,” she said in an emailed statement. 
“We are in the process of finalizing all details 
of the project, including what services will be 
located in this new medical building. We will 
have more information, including a rendering 
of the facility, in the coming weeks.”

The parcel on which the building will be 
located is one of two lots formerly owned by 
LeachGarner Co., which were traded to Sturdy 
for the 2.9-acre lot on which the former Swank 
Co. building once stood at the corner of O’Neil 
and Pearl Street.

The Swank lot is next to LeachGarner on 
Pearl Street. The second Sturdy lot is locat-
ed to the left of Marathon Co., as seen from 
O’Neil.

Both lots, located in an industrial zone, are 
just to the south of the hospital’s campus at 
the corner of O’Neil and Park Street.

Prior to the swap, Sturdy bought the Swank 
lot from the Attleboro Redevelopment Authori-
ty for $245,000. 

The three-way deal was completed in Au-
gust of 2017.  

To make the deal possible, the city council 
amended zoning ordinances to allow medical 
facilities in industrial zones.

At the time, then-Sturdy president Dr. 
Bruce Auerbach said the parcel closest to the 
hospital would likely be used for outpatient 
services while the other would be used for 
doctors’ offices. 

The ARA used the $245,000 to pay off a debt 
to MassDevelopment, the quasi-public state 
development agency that fronted $1.35 million 
to raze the former Swank building in 2016.

Sturdy needs a parking variance from 
the zoning board for the project.
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By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — By the time 
cancer was discovered in Michael 
Thompson’s father, it was too late.

He died just a few weeks later, but 
he never told Michael, 15, what was 
going on.

The sudden loss has left Michael 
feeling sad, abandoned, confused and, 
at times, angry.

The Fall River teen said he gets 
angry at his father and at God for 
taking him.

Michael’s dad died in May and Mi-
chael said he feels better occasionally, 
and being around friends and family 

helps.
“I feel better, more at peace. I still 

have a lot of anger though,” he said, 
adding it doesn’t help that his broth-
er in the military is shipping out to 
Japan.

“My brother is a big loss,” he said.
But, one thing that helped ease 

the pain, at least temporarily, was 
attending Camp Braveheart in North 
Attleboro on Thursday and Friday.

HopeHealthCo., a nonprofit, runs 
a series of the camps in Rhode Island 
for children who have lost a love one.

This is the first year it has expand-
ed into Massachusetts, setting up 

Helping ease the heartache
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Above: Using simple household items camper Maigan Golden Bloom, 9, uses flip-flop sandals on PVC pipes to create unique sounds. Hold-

ing the pipes are fellow Braveheart campers Addison Ponte, 8, and Jordan Anthony, 9, right. Below: Camper Angell Jeremy, 6, of Attleboro, 

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — A city councilor 
who tried to do good by taking a 
suicidal man to the hospital ran 
afoul of the law, according to 
Mayor Paul Heroux who scolded 

the councilor in a testy email 
exchange last week.

Heroux reprimanded Todd 
Kobus after he discovered that 
the first-term councilor person-
ally took the individual to the 
hospital from a private cooling 
station one recent hot weekend 

after the person said he wanted 
to kill himself.

Kobus said he’d do it again.
In an Aug. 4 email, Heroux 

told Kobus that his decision 
to help the individual was 

Mayor finds fault with city councilor

Todd Kobus

Camp Braveheart expands into North 
Attleboro to help kids dealing with grief

Kobus blasted for aiding suicidal man himself instead of calling 911

By CANDICE CHOI
AP Food & Health Writer

NEW YORK  — School lunch menus already 
have Meatless Mondays and Taco Tuesdays. 
Now some may get Trade Mitigation Thurs-
days.

This fall, some U.S. school cafeterias are ex-
pecting shipments of free food, one little known 
consequence of President Donald Trump’s trade 
disputes. The products are coming from the 

What’s on school  
menus this fall? 

Lunch trays may get a 
sprinkling of trade mitigation

By RUSSELL CONTRERAS  

and ANITA SNOW
Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — When Mi-
chelle Otero arrived at an art show 
featuring Mexican-American women, 
the first thing she did was scan the 

room. Two exits. One security guard.
Then she thought to herself: If a 

shooter bursts in, how do my husband 
and I get out of here alive?

Otero, who is Mexican-American 
and Albuquerque’s poet laureate, had 
questioned even attending the crowded 
event at the National Hispanic Cultur-
al Center a day after 22 people were 
killed in a shooting at an El Paso, 
Texas, Walmart.

That shooting and an earlier one 
in Gilroy, California, killed nearly two 
dozen Latinos. The violence has some 

Mass shootings have Latinos 
worried about being targets
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U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Xiara Mer-

cado, of Puerto Rico, drew wide attention 

when she described a recent encounter at 

a Honolulu Starbucks with a woman who 

complained about her talking in Spanish on 

the phone.
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