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WAR IN UKRAINE — ONE YEAR ON

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — With city 
employees getting regular step 
increases in pay and cost of liv-
ing increases about every three 
years under new contracts, some 
city councilors are pushing for 
a pay raise for themselves and 
school board members.

Councilors Diana Holmes, 
Sara Lynn Reynolds, Laura 

Dolan, Todd Kobus and Peter 
Blais submitted “new business” 
to the council on Tuesday seeking 
the pay increase.

They asked that the council 
and school committee members 
be granted a salary increase that 
“falls in line with today’s mini-
mum wage and cost of living.”

No dollar amount was set. In-
stead, it was “to be determined.”

The raises would become ef-
fective Jan. 1, 2024, which would 
be the beginning of a new term 
for both boards. They were last 
granted pay increases 11 years 
ago. Councilors were bumped up 
to $7,727 each and school board 
members to $3,863.50.

The other three cities in Bris-
tol County, which have larger 
populations than Attleboro, pay 
more.

Pay hike 
sought 
for city 
council, 
school 
board

City council eliminates fire depart-

ment permit fee. A3

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — A judge Thurs-
day decided against sending 
a Norton man to prison for 
failing to properly care for his 

bedridden girlfriend before she 
ultimately died of a bacterial 
infection three years ago.

Calling it a tragic case of 
neglect, Attleboro District Court 
Judge Brian Palmucci gave 
Frederick E. Easingwood Jr., who 

turned 55 Thursday, a six-month 
jail term, but suspended it for two 
years with probation.

Easingwood, of 107 South 
Washington St., was paid more 
than $177,000 over seven years 
to be his girlfriend’s caregiver 

under a MassHealth program, 
according to prosecutors.

His girlfriend, 58-year-old 
Melinda Hastings, suffered a 
debilitating stroke in 2012 and was 
confined to a bed. She lived with 
Easingwood and members of his 

family, according to prosecutors.
Easingwood was paid to attend 

to all her needs and personal 
hygiene but ultimately failed to 
provide the proper care or call 

Norton man spared prison
Judge calls death of disabled girlfriend ‘incredibly tragic’

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

W
inter is making a late 
arrival in the Attleboro 
area after a season of 

virtually no snow and mostly 
unseasonably warm tempera-
tures.

Some snow fell Thursday 
in several area communities, 
the thermometer is forecast 

to drop down to the low teens 
Friday night into Saturday 
morning, and a potential heavy 
snowstorm is expected starting 
Monday night.

A storm that began Wednes-
day night and lasted into 
Thursday brought a mix of 
rain, freezing rain and snow to 

the area. Some communities, 
including Mansfield, Foxboro 
and Wrentham, were hit with 
one inch or more of snow in 
some locations and at times 
afternoon snow squalls.

Area police responded to a 
few accidents but none with 
any serious injuries, and plows 
were out treating the roadways.

Visibility was poor on Inter-
state 495 in the morning as a 

mix of snow and rain fell with 
a bit of fog and mist.

While the ground was mostly 
bare in parts of Mansfield in 
the afternoon, snow blanketed 
the ground only a couple of 
miles north in Foxboro.

By 7 a.m. Thursday, just 
under half an inch of snow was 
reported in Foxboro but just .1 

Winter’s not done yet

CRAIG BORGES / THE SUN CHRONICLE

The Adirondack chairs on Wrentham Common sat unoccupied Thursday as snow squalls swept through some of the region. 

Thursday’s light snow and freezing rain expected to be 
followed by icy temps and, gasp, perhaps a significant storm

BAKHMUT, Ukraine (AP) — Amid 
the smoking ruins, a lone dog 
pads in the snow, surely unaware 
— or perhaps too hungry to care 
— that death rains down regular-
ly from the skies on the remnants 
of this Ukrainian city that Russia 
is pounding into rubble.

But for now Bakhmut stands — 
growing as a symbol of Ukrainian 
resistance with each addition-
al day that its defenders hold 
out against Russia’s relentless 
shelling and waves of Russian 
troops taking heavy casualties 
in a months-long but so far futile 
campaign to capture it.

New video footage of Bakhmut 
shot from the air with a drone for 
The Associated Press shows how 
the longest battle of the year-long 
Russian invasion has turned the 
city of salt and gypsum mines in 
eastern Ukraine into a ghost town, 
its jagged destruction testament to 
the folly of war.

The footage — shot Feb. 13 
— shows no people. But they are 
still there — somewhere, out of 
sight, in basements and defensive 

strongholds, trying to survive. Of 
the prewar population of 80,000, 
a few thousand residents have 
refused or been unable to evacu-
ate. The size of the garrison that 
Ukraine has stationed in the city 
is kept secret.

Tire tracks on the roads and 
footprints on the paths covered 
with snow speak to a continued 
human presence. In one shot, a 
car drives swiftly away in the 
distance. Graffiti spray-painted on 
the charred, pockmarked outer 
walls of a blown-out storefront 

Winter storms shut down much of 
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UN approves resolution calling for 

Russia to leave Ukraine. A5
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