
Today: Chance of 
thundershowers (POP 
90%). High 77.
Feels like 84.
Tonight: Clear.
Low 52.

YOUR HOME: Four simple steps 
toward a healthier domicile. B5 

SPORTS: Attleboro High wins 8-7 to 
advance in baseball tourney. B1 
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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

REHOBOTH — A local teen who 
accidentally shot and killed his 
friend last year in Dighton has 
been sentenced to 2 1/2 to 3 1/2 
years in prison.

Joseph Medeiros, 19, pleaded 
guilty Friday in Fall River Supe-
rior Court to manslaughter and 
weapons charges, Bristol County 

District Attorney Thomas Quinn 
said.

Judge William Sullivan also 
sentenced Medeiros to five years 
probation after he completes his 
time in prison, along with 170 
hours of community service.

Medeiros was among a group 
of friends gathered at the 475 
Forest St. home of 17-year-old 
Michael Pacheco on June 26 of 
last year while Pacheco’s parents 

were out of state.
Medeiros was handling a 9 mm 

semiautomatic handgun at the 
kitchen table when the weapon 
went off, striking Pacheco in the 
chest, according to the district 
attorney’s office.

Medeiros fled the house before 
police and firefighters arrived but 
later turned himself in.

“The investigation revealed 
that the shooter and the vic-

tim were close 
friends and that no 
animosity was dis-
played between the 
two young men,” 
Quinn said Monday 
in a statement.

Pacheco was a 
student at Digh-
ton-Rehoboth 
Regional High School. Medeiros 
was a former classmate who 

graduated a month earlier.
In addition to manslaughter, 

Medeiros pleaded guilty to indict-
ments charging him with unlaw-
ful possession of a firearm and 
unlawful possession of a loaded 
firearm.

“This is a tragedy for all of 
the parties involved, in particular 
the victim and his family,” Quinn 

Rehoboth teen who accidentally killed friend pleads guilty

Joseph

 Medeiros

Jail term in fatal shooting

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — When Christopher 
Coleman was a boy, his father would bring 
him to fires.

Dressed in his own uniform, Coleman 
would watch from a distance as his dad, 
Fire Chief Robert Coleman, commanded the 
scene.

The younger Coleman grew up watching 
his father in action, first as a 
boy and then as a firefighter 
himself. His uncle was also a 
firefighter, serving as a lieu-
tenant in Pawtucket.

Now the family tradition 
is even stronger as Coleman 
has been named the next chief 
of the North Attleboro Fire 
Department.

He said he will probably 
take over in September after current Chief 
Michael Brousseau retires.

“This has always been my dream and this 
is a dream come true,” Coleman said Mon-
day. “I always wanted to follow in his foot-
steps and this is going to be great.”

Coleman, 43, said there is a lot of work to 
do and he can’t wait to get started.

The department has 10 new firefighters 
who have to be trained and mentored.

“We have a lot of great, young talent,” 
said Coleman, the father of two Attleboro 
High students.

A 22-year veteran of the force, Coleman 
was selected for the job by selectmen over 
two fire officials from Rhode Island.

By MARTIN JOSE ADAMES ALCANTARA 
and MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN

Associated Press

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic  

— David Ortiz was flown to Boston for 
more medical care Monday after the 
former Red Sox slugger affectionately 
known as Big Papi was ambushed by a 
gunman at a bar in his native Domini-
can Republic, authorities said.

The 43-year-old retired athlete had 
been in stable condition in intensive 
care at a Santo Domingo hospital after 
doctors removed his gallbladder and 
part of his intestine, according to his 
spokesman, Leo Lopez. He said Ortiz’s 

liver was also damaged in the shooting 
Sunday night.

Ortiz is one of the most beloved fig-
ures in sports history in the Dominican 
Republic and Boston, a fearsome power 
hitter with a ready smile. He led the 
Red Sox to three World Series champi-
onships, was a 10-time All-Star and hit 
541 home runs.

Dozens of fans crowded the hospital 
earlier Monday, causing a traffic jam. 
In the U.S., fans prayed for his recovery 
and wished him well, with New England 
Patriots star Julian Edelman assuring 

him on Instagram: “Papi, all of New 
England has your back.”

The Red Sox offered “all available 

Ortiz flown to Hub for care
Still no motive in shooting of former Sox slugger

PHOTOS BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Anthony Cornwall, of Simi Valley, Calif., a fan of former Boston Red Sox slugger David Ortiz, examines a jersey featuring Ortiz’ name and number 

at a baseball memorabilia shop near Fenway Park, in Boston, Monday.

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

PLAINVILLE — A Wake-
field firm wants to build a 
288,000-square-foot warehouse 
facility on Commerce Boule-
vard, and the plans have some 
residents concerned.

Commerce Boulevard is an 
L-shaped road that runs between 

Route 1A and Cross Street.
One of the concerned resi-

dents, Robin Pollock, said Mon-
day that the proposed facility 
would have at least 200 bays for 
trucks, meaning large vehicles 
could be constantly coming and 
going.

The trucks would also add to 
air pollution, she said.

“That’s a huge proposal which 

will have a major impact on the 
quality of life for Plainville resi-
dents including noise, air quality, 
etc....I hope the (planning board) 
hearing is continued so that 
more residents can learn about 
it,” she said.

The proposal has gone before 
the board for permits concerning 

Warehouse worries neighbors
Developers proposing 288,000-square-foot facility

By TERRY SPENCER AND MIKE 

SCHNEIDER
Associated Press

STUART, Fla. — The Chinese 
masseuse shrinks into her chair 
as the Florida sheriff’s detective 
tells her deputies installed hid-
den cameras in her spa’s ceiling. 
He knows she and other women 
had sex with men for money.

But you can save yourself, 

Martin County De-
tective Mike Fen-
ton and others tell 
her. We will give 
you an apartment. 
We will provide 
food and educa-
tion. We will bring 
your children to 
the United States.
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