
Today: Light rain 
(POP 90%). High 59.
Tonight: Variable 
cloudiness. Low 39.

SPORTS: Feehan boys victorious 
in first-round soccer action. B1 

YOUR HOME: How to extend flowers’ vase life; 
plus, making colors pop in your kitchen. B5 
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CITY & TOWN

Attleboro firefighter 

arrested on OUI, 

other charges. A3 

ENTERTAINMENT

Half of Steely Dan 

still wholly enjoy-

able. Review, B4 

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

Two priests who served in area 
parishes have been placed on 

administrative leave by the Fall 
River Diocese following reports 
of misconduct that allegedly 
occurred decades ago.

One of them, the Rev. Daniel 

W. Lacroix, served as an assistant 
at St. Mary’s Church in Mansfield 
from 1995 to 2001 and at Our Lady 
Queen of Martyrs in Seekonk 
from 2014 to 2017, according to a 

diocese spokesman. Ordained in 
1988, Lacroix was serving at par-
ishes in New Bedford before being 
placed on leave.

The other priest, the Rev. 

Richard E. Degagne, pastor of 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
in Easton, was pastor at Sacred 
Heart Church in North Attleboro 
from 1995 to 2000. The miscon-
duct alleged by Degagne is said 

2 priests placed on leave
Formerly led parishes in North Attleboro, Mansfield, Seekonk
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A painter preps columns for painting Monday on the former colonial court building in the center of Foxboro. It was a good day for outdoor work and play, 

with the temperature hitting a high of 54 at 1 p.m. after dipping to 30 at 6 a.m., according to the Attleboro Water Department. Weather, A8.

Freshening up history ELECTION 2019

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — Today’s the day.
Voters have 13 hours to cast 

their ballots in the city election, 
which features 
contests for mayor, 
at-large city council, 
Ward I city council 
and city clerk.

The mayor’s race 
between first-term in-
cumbent mayor Paul 
Heroux and challeng-
er Heather Porreca, 
a three-term at-large 
city councilor and 
current council vice 
president, has been 
hard fought and at 
times downright 
nasty.

The two have 
been going at it hammer and 
tongs for the last couple of weeks 
and now it’s up to the voters.

Heroux was endorsed by The 
Sun Chronicle and Porreca was 
endorsed by Gov. Charlie Baker 
and the firefighter’s union.

Four of five at-large city 
councilors are up for reelection, 
including Peter Blais, Richard 
Conti, Jay DiLisio and Ty Water-
man.

Challengers are Cathleen DeS-
imone, Roxanne Houghton, Jose 
Lemus and Dale Rheaume.

At least one of the challengers 
will be elected to fill the seat left 
vacant by Porreca in her run for 
mayor.

In Ward I, council incumbent 
Sara Lynn Reynolds is facing a 
challenge from James Poore.

All other ward races are unop-
posed.

Decision 
day for 

Attleboro 
voters

City residents will 
settle races for 
mayor, council

Heather 

Porreca

Paul  

Heroux

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

SEEKONK — The pedestrian 
who died after being hit by a car 
on Oak Hill Avenue near Central 
Avenue over the weekend has 
been identified as a 28-year-old 
Seekonk resident.

Scott Baptista, who lived at 
2 Bishop Ave., which is in the 
area of the accident, was one of 

two men who were hit by the car 
about 12:30 a.m. Sunday, accord-
ing to the Bristol County district 
attorney’s office.

He was pronounced dead after 
being taken to Rhode Island 
Hospital in Providence, according 
to police.

The other man, a 26-year-old 
Norton resident, was injured but 
sought his own medical atten-
tion, according to police and the 

district attorney’s office.
The accident and the circum-

stances surrounding it remain 
under investigation, but it does 
not appear that charges will be 
issued against the driver, said 
Gregg Miliote, a spokesman for 
the district attorney’s office.

The driver’s name and the 
other man’s name were not 
released.

“He really was loving, he 

loved people,” Baptista’s mother, 
Lisa Baptista, told WPRI-TV 12 
in Providence. “He was such a 
blessing.”

An uncle told the TV station 
he was angry the driver was not 
arrested. He claimed the driver 
was warned to slow down but 
didn’t and contended there were 
no skid marks.

Police sources, however, said 
there were reports Baptista and 

the other man were arguing in 
the street before they were hit.

Seekonk police said the driver 
who hit Baptista stayed on scene 
and is cooperating with investi-
gators.

Candles were set up in a make-
shift memorial for the victim at 
the accident location.

DAVID LINTON may be reached 

at 508-236-0338.

Police identify Seekonk man as fatality victim

By MIA PING-CHIEH CHEN
Boston University Statehouse 

Program

W
hile Massachusetts has 
15 regional transit au-
thorities providing lo-

cal bus service in communities 
throughout the commonwealth, 
none of them can afford to 
provide late-night service and 
many do not run on Sundays or 
even on weekends.

And that can present prob-
lems for some riders.

“I just wish (the schedule) 

was later. Trying to get stuff 
done in one day can be tough,” 
said Tammy Castro, a resident 
of Attleboro. “And sometimes 
the buses run early and the 
next one runs late, so you can 
get stuck somewhere for an 
hour.”

Currently, RTAs have two 
main types of service: fixed-
route bus runs with regular 
schedules, set routes and 
times; and “demand response” 
providing on-demand service 

For some, the bus just isn’t coming
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GATRA buses leave the station in Attleboro near the MBTA parking lot.

Regional transit systems often lack 
funds for late-night, Sunday service
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