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CITY & TOWN

Garage fire  

knocked down   

in Attleboro. A3

NATION

More than 30 die  

in West Coast 

wildfires. A5 

By STU SKERKER
FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

REHOBOTH — “There are 
angels in there,” Council on 
Aging Director Linna Sherman 
said Saturday as she watched 
firefighters battle flames that 
ultimately destroyed the town’s 
senior center on Saturday, a 
building so many called their 
second home.

The building was already 
engulfed in flames when fire-
fighters arrived and the roof of 
the one-story building that also 
houses the Council on Aging ulti-
mately collapsed.

Sherman said 80 to 100 meals a 

day were served to those in need 
out of the Council of Aging build-
ing through a program called 
Toss and Go Meals.

Prior to the pandemic, more 
than a 1,000 people a week would 
access the sprawling single-story 
building at 55 Bay State Road 
(Route 118) in Rehoboth, she said.

The building was “well loved,” 
Sherman said. But while the 
building was destroyed, not all 
was lost.

Sherman said the Council 
on Aging will meet sometime 
Monday to put together a tempo-
rary plan. Rehoboth is a resilient 
town, Sherman said.

“It’s a great building. We will 

rebuild. We will persevere and we 
will have something temporary 
soon,” she said.

Diana Silva, along with her 
husband Stephen, who have been 
lifelong residents of the town, 
both said they are among the 
three or four people that were 
allowed in the building on Mon-
days to help cook for the meals 
program.

Both said they cooked on 
Mondays and prepared meals for 
others all week long.

Stephen Silva said there was 
hundreds of pounds of meat in 
the freezer inside the building 

Rehoboth’s senior center destroyed in smoky blaze

REHOBOTH FIRE DEPARTMENT

Rehoboth’s senior center was destroyed by fire on Saturday.

‘We will rebuild’

At long last, football is back

MARK STOCKWELL/THE SUN CHRONICLE

Patriots’ running back Sony Michel plows one yard into the end zone for a touchdown in the fourth quarter. 

The Patriots beat the Miami Dolphins 21-11 on Sunday during a game at Gillette Stadium that was the team’s 

first without fans present. See stories, Page B1.

By TOM REILLY
treilly@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — The union 
that represents local teachers is 
complaining that the school depart-
ment hasn’t provided a report on air 
quality in its buildings, even though 
students are scheduled to return to 
classes next week.

Superintendent Scott Holcomb 
says the schools are in “full compli-
ance” with all local and state rules 
and regulations and its HVAC equip-

ment has been checked and upgraded 
by its own personnel.

Union officials complained that a 
facilities report from the superinten-
dent’s office from last month, indi-
cating an outside firm had examined 
school equipment and the schools 
were awaiting the results, wasn’t 
true. Friday, Holcomb admitted that 
the report was in error. “We are still 
looking at seeing what it will cost” 
to have an outside contractor do the 
work, he said.

The school department and the 

North Attleboro Federation of Teach-
ers have been engaged in talks about 
the details of the reopening of town 
schools for several weeks. Holcomb 
said he expects those talks to contin-
ue into next week, even as schools are 
scheduled to reopen on Wednesday for 
remote learning.

The union, representing over 500 
employees, is claiming it may not 
be safe to return to the schools and 
wants the district to perform an 

By TOM REILLY
treilly@thesunchronicle.com

Starting Monday, and through the rest of the com-
ing week, thousands of area students will head back 
to class to begin a new academic year.

And thousands — won’t.
This fall, with the start of school already de-

layed well past the usual Labor Day deadline, public 
schools in the area covered by The Sun Chronicle 
will open with an eclectic mix of remote online 
instruction, in-classroom teaching and a so-called 
hybrid model that will put some students in social-
ly-distanced classrooms for at least a couple of days 
a week and have them learning at home for the rest.

Area parochial schools and Bishop Feehan High 
School in Attleboro have been back in the classroom 
for the most part for a couple of weeks.

School and state officials have said they want to 
maximize the time students will spend in the class-
room, with teachers and peers as the best thing for 
their education and social development. At the same 

Schools 
ready for 

fresh start
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Student volunteers Sam Sparking of North Scituate and 

Elizabeth Kirby of Attleboro, right, affix stickers to desks in 

a classroom at Bishop Feehan High School denoting where 

students should sit to observe the 6-foot distance rule. 

Frequent cleaning, 
remote classes 

among new  
safety measures 

North teachers’ union concerned  
about air quality in school buildings
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