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ON BEACON HILL

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

What is predicted to be the second 
heat wave of the summer is expected 
to begin Tuesday.

Highs in the low 90s are forecast 
for Tuesday and Wednesday, but 
Thursday should be the hottest day 
of the hot spell, meteorologists said.

Highs in the mid-90s will feel like 
100 or higher with the humidity, they 
warn.

“The first week of August is ex-
pected to feature an expansive swath 
of well-above-average temperatures 
spanning from the Dakotas to the 
East Coast,” AccuWeather Long-

Range Meteorologist Brandon Buck-
ingham said. “High temperatures 
well into the 90s with AccuWeather 
RealFeel Temperatures soaring into 
the triple digits will require air con-
ditioning units to constantly run.”

A heat dome that has been 
responsible for record-breaking tem-
peratures in the Northwest is shifting 
eastward.

Heat wave redux
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Kids cool off earlier this summer at the splash pad at Capron Park Zoo in Attleboro. The pad will likely be a 

popular place this week with another heat wave forecast. Weather, A8.
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The Hoppin Hill Reservoir in North Attleboro, a public water supply for Attleboro, is 

showing the effects of this summer’s drought. This photo of the south side was taken 

July 22.

Temperatures 
will again soar 
into the 90s as 
drought persists
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MANSFIELD — A brush fire burned 
through roughly two acres of woods 
late Sunday night and early Monday 
in the Maple Park Conservation 
Area before being extinguished by 
firefighters who had to return to the 
scene to put down hot spots.

Fire officials say a call was 
received at midnight from Boston 
MedFlight reporting that one of their 
helicopters spotted a large brush fire 
off of Maple Street on its way back 
to its base at Mansfield Municipal 
Airport. On arrival, Mansfield fire-
fighters found just under two acres 
of woods on fire on the north side 
of Maple Street. The fire had been 
burning for a while and involved 
entire trees, officials said.

Brush fire scorches two  
acres of woods in Mansfield

MANSFIELD FIRE DEPT.

A brush fire burns overnight Monday in a conservation area in Mansfield.

By STEVE LEBLANC 
Associated Press

BOSTON — A Massachusetts bill aimed at 
recasting the state’s gun laws in the wake of last 
month’s Supreme Court ruling making it harder 
for states to limit access to firearms was ap-
proved by lawmakers Monday.

Democratic leaders — who have pledged to 
draft tougher legislation when they come back 
into formal session next year — said the bill would 
bring state law in line with the high court ruling 
that found a New York law restricting carrying 
licenses, similar to Massachusetts law, was uncon-
stitutional.

Under the New York law, residents needed to 
show proper cause, or an actual need, to carry a 
concealed handgun in public for self-defense.

Massachusetts’ law had said those deemed 
suitable could get a license to carry if they show 

State responds 
to Supreme Court 

ruling on guns

By TOM REILLY
treilly@thesunchronicle.com

PLAINVILLE — While state lawmakers reached 
a compromise Monday on a bill that would allow 
sports betting in Massachusetts, the law’s poten-
tial impact on the state’s only “racino” is not quite 
a sure thing.

State regulators say they are looking at the 
bill, which was sent to Gov. Charlie Baker’s desk 
following a marathon legislative session that 
wrapped up early Monday. But the management at 
Plainridge Park Casino seems to believe it could 
be a winning hand.

“We are very pleased that the commonwealth 
has joined the ranks as one of 36 states to have 
legalized sports betting,” North Grounsell, vice 
president and general manager of Plainridge, said 
in an email. “We look forward to working with 
the Massachusetts Gaming Commission to open a 
retail sportsbook at Plainridge Park Casino and to 
launch our mobile app as soon as possible.”

The commission is due to take up the issue at 

Sports 
betting 
bill may 
be boon
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Rhode Island has had sports betting since 2018. Above, 

fans bet at Twin River Casino in Lincoln.

Plainridge sees  
a winning hand 

in legislation
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