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PLAINVILLE — Michelle Carter 
will likely be out of jail by the 
time the U.S. Supreme Court 
even decides if it will take up an 
appeal of her involuntary man-
slaughter conviction.

Attorneys for 
the Plainville 
resident who 
encouraged her 
boyfriend through 
text messages to 
take his own life 
have appealed the 
conviction to the 
country’s highest 

court.
Carter’s attorneys told the 

high court in a petition filed Mon-
day her conviction, based on her 
“words alone,” violated her First 
Amendment right to free speech.

Carter, 22, began serving a 
15-month jail sentence in Feb-
ruary after the state Supreme 
Judicial Court, Massachusetts’ 
highest court, upheld her 2017 
conviction in the death of Conrad 
Roy III, 18, of Mattapoisett.

One of her lawyers said in an 
emailed statement Carter “did 
not cause Conrad Roy’s tragic 
death and should not be held 
criminally responsible for his 
suicide.”

Her lawyers were granted 
more time in the spring to appeal 
to the high court, with a deadline 
of Monday.

In seeking more time, the 
attorneys cited their pressing 
work for other clients, including 

By DAVID LINTON
treilly@thesunchronicle.com

PLAINVILLE — An elderly couple 
died Monday afternoon following 
a two-vehicle accident on Taunton 
Street.

Neither their names nor other 
information about the couple were re-
leased, pending notification of family, 
authorities said Monday night.

The man driving the car died 
after being taken to Sturdy Memorial 
Hospital in Attleboro with serious 

injuries. His wife died after being 
taken to Rhode Island Hospital in 
Providence, authorities said

The occupants of the van the cou-
ple collided with were also injured. 
The driver was taken to Rhode Island 
Hospital and the passenger to Sturdy, 
according to a spokesman for the 
Norfolk County district attorney’s 
office.

Their injuries were not life threat-
ening, David Traub, the spokesman 

Elderly couple victims 
in Taunton St. accident

PHOTOS BY MARK STOCKWELL/THE SUN CHRONICLE

Firefighters and paramedics work on extricating a victim from the car involved in a crash on Taunton Street in Plainville Monday.

Paramedic checks on the occupants of the van.
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By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

NORTON — The Elm Street site where 
a new town hall and community/senior 
center were proposed has more contami-
nation and building problems than previ-
ously thought.

Building Inspector/Commissioner 
Christopher Carmichael has condemned 
buildings at the former Reed and Barton/

Eureka site, declaring them unsafe, and 
ordered part of nearby Cross Street closed 
because of the condition of some of the 
structures.

There are holes in floors and daylight 
showing through roofs, and those holes 
have been expanding, he said. The build-
ings have been repeatedly boarded up, and 
town officials have worried for a few years 

Building site becomes 
growing Norton concern 
Former factory buildings condemned
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The former Reed & Barton and Eureka manufacturing site on Elm Street.

By TRAVIS LOLLER
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Religious 
publishers say President Donald 
Trump’s most recent proposed 
tariffs on Chinese imports could 
result in a Bible shortage.

That’s because millions of 
Bibles — some estimates put it at 
150 million or more — are printed 
in China each year. Critics of a 
proposed tariff say it would make 
the Bible more expensive for con-
sumers and hurt the evangelism 
efforts of Christian organizations 
that give away Bibles as part of 
their ministry.

HarperCollins Christian Pub-
lishing President and CEO Mark 
Schoenwald recently told the 
U.S. Trade Representative that 
the company believes the Trump 
administration “never intend-
ed to impose a ‘Bible Tax’ on 

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Americans’ age, education level and 
religious affiliation matter greatly when it 
comes to their opinions on a prospective 
clergy member’s sexual orientation, gender, 
marital status or views on social issues such 
as same-sex marriage or abortion, a new poll 
shows.

The survey released Monday by The Asso-
ciated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research finds that among all Americans 
who identify with a specific religion, about 8 
in 10 say their faith should allow women and 
divorced people to be clergy members and 
just over half say the same about gay men.

Here are some of the poll’s findings:

Gay men as clergy

 � 44% of Americans ages 60 or over who 
affiliate with a religion think their faith 
should allow a gay man to become a clergy 
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