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CITY & TOWN

Attleboro’s new 
mayor gets down 
to business. B1 

TAX TIME

Find a local tax 
professional to help 
with returns. B2 

By STEPHEN PETERSON

speterson@thesunchronicle.com

B
illboards along highways have 
been a common sight for 
decades, alerting drivers to 

businesses and events.
Those oversized signs have been of 

the traditional “analog” type for most 
of their existence.

However, as is the case with many 
other things, including other signs, 
the billboard has been going digital in 
recent years.

Several digital billboards that 
resemble enormous TV screens have 
popped up and are proposed in this 
area, including Attleboro, North Attle-
boro, Plainville, Norton, Foxboro and 

Wrentham. They have supporters and 
opponents.

Residents living near the signs or 
proposed sites are concerned about 
light pollution and aesthetics. Public 
safety advocates worry about them 
distracting drivers.

On the other hand, the billboards 
are bringing in much needed reve-
nue to communities and promoting 
businesses that add to a community’s 
general economy.

Digital billboards can also be used 
for important community messages, 
including Amber Alerts for when a 
child is missing and believed to be 
endangered.

That is all well and good, but many 
residents don’t want such signs shin-

ing light near their property, fearing 
they will be an eyesore and lower 
their property values.

There is a digital billboard along 
Interstate 95 in South Attleboro adver-
tising Cardi’s Furniture, which has a 
nearby store.

A retired woman who lives on 
Newton Street near the sign has to 
put up with both light from the tow-
ering billboard and traffic from the 
adjacent highway.

“I hope not,” the woman, who 
didn’t want to give her name, said 
of more digital signs proposed in 
the area. “I don’t blame them” for 
being concerned, she said of other 
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Residents living near digital billboards, like this one along Route 1 in Plainville, or proposed sites for them are concerned about light pollution and aesthetics. Public safe-

ty advocates worry about them distracting drivers. However, existing billboards are bringing in much needed revenue to communities and promoting businesses that add 

to a community’s general economy or well being, making for a debate over possible new locations.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Digital billboards offer revenue for local communities, concerns for residents living near them

SEE BILLBOARDS, PAGE A2 E  

By JOHN DANISZEWSKI

Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Along the Tigris 
River, young Iraqi men and women 
in jeans and sneakers danced with 
joyous abandon on a recent evening 
to a local rapper as the sun set be-
hind them. It’s a world away from the 
terror that followed the U.S. invasion 
20 years ago.

Iraq’s capital is full of life, its 
residents enjoying a rare peaceful 
interlude in a painful modern histo-

ry. The city’s open-air book market 
is crammed with shoppers. Affluent 
young men cruise muscle cars. A few 
glitzy buildings sparkle where bombs 
once fell.

President George W. Bush called 
the U.S.-led invasion launched March 
20, 2003, a mission to free the Iraqi 
people. It threw out a dictator whose 

rule kept 20 million people in fear for 
a quarter-century. But it also broke a 
unified state in the heart of the Arab 
world. About 300,000 Iraqis were killed 
between 2003 and 2023, along with 
more than 8,000 U.S. military, con-
tractors and civilians.

Half of today’s population isn’t 
old enough to remember life under 
Saddam Hussein. In interviews from 
Baghdad to Fallujah, young Iraqis 
deplored the chaos that followed 

20 years later, young Iraqis see signs of hope
Nation now a world away from events that followed US invasion 
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Youths gather along the Tigris River for a Feb. 25 concert by rap 

artist Khalifa OG in Baghdad, Iraq. Khalifa OG raps about difficul-

ties of life and satirizes authority, but isn’t blatantly political.

Coming Monday: Sun Chronicle reporter 

George W. Rhodes speaks to two Iraq War 

veterans about their experiences in the 

Middle East country.  
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