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By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

R
obert Edward Stoops was 19 
when he enlisted in the U.S. 
Coast Guard in Chicago in 1942.

He was one of the millions of the 
Greatest Generation who enlisted or 
were drafted to save the world from 
the tyranny and murderous regimes 
of Nazi Germany and the Empire of 

Japan in the years 1939 to 1945.
And he was 21 when he found him-

self just off Omaha Beach in Norman-
dy, France, on June 6, 1944.

This month he turns 100.
June 6, 1944, was the day the tide 

turned for the Nazis, and less than a 
year later, its evil regime had gone 
down in flames.

The surrender took place on May 
8, 1945.

But there was much blood shed to 
achieve that victory.

At least 4,000 American, Canadian 
and British Commonwealth soldiers 
lost their lives June 6 on the beaches 
called Gold, Juno, Sword, Utah and 
Omaha.

Omaha was the bloodiest.
Americans alone suffered 2,000 

Humble hero

DAVE DEMELIA / FOR THE SUN CHRONICLE

Robert Stoops talks with Commander Joe Rizzo from the First Coast Guard District of Boston on Saturday.

Coast Guard veteran celebrates his 100th birthday

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — A warehouse planned 
at the entrance of the town’s industrial park off 
Toner Boulevard has sparked traffic concerns.

The 162,500-square-foot facility is proposed at 
15 John Dietsch Boulevard, across from Triboro 
Plaza and near Interstate 95.

The site has a vacant 56-year-old building, 
less than half of which had housed the Answer 
is Fitness gym that closed last summer when it 
relocated to Foxboro, that will be demolished.

CLC-North Attleboro last June sold the 
70,000-square-foot building on 12 acres to Calare 
Properties, the warehouse applicant and Fram-
ingham company specializing in property rede-
velopment. The price was just over $6.5 million 
and manufacturing had been mentioned early 
on as among possible uses for a new building.

There is no tenant for the warehouse, appli-
cant representatives told the planning board 
Thursday night at a public hearing on the plans.

The warehouse proposal had included 170 
parking spaces — in the ballpark of what zoning 

NA warehouse 
proposal draws 
traffic worries

Plans 
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By AAMER MADHANI  

and KIM CHANDLER
Associated Press

SELMA, Ala. — President 
Joe Biden arrived in Ala-
bama to pay tribute to the 
heroes of “Bloody Sunday,” 
joining thousands for the 
annual commemoration of 
the seminal moment in the 
civil rights movement that 
led to passage of landmark 
voting rights legislation 
nearly 60 years ago.

The visit to Selma also 

is an opportunity for Biden 
to speak directly to the 
current generation of civil 
rights activists. Many feel 
dejected because Biden has 
been unable to make good 
on a campaign pledge to 
bolster voting rights and 
are eager to see his admin-
istration keep the issue in 
the spotlight.

Biden intends to use his 
remarks to emphasize the 
importance of commem-
orating “Bloody Sunday” 
so that history cannot be 

erased, while trying to 
make the case that the 
fight for voting rights re-
mains integral to economic 
justice and civil rights for 
Black Americans, White 
House officials said.

This year’s commem-
oration comes as the 
historic city of roughly 
18,000 is still digging out 
from the aftermath of a 
January EF-2 tornado 
that destroyed or damaged 

Biden’s Selma visit puts spotlight back on voting rights
In this file photo, Vice 

President Joe Biden 

and U.S. Rep. John 

Lewis, D-Ga., lead 

a group across the 

Edmund Pettus Bridge 

in Selma, Ala., in 2013. 

Biden on Sunday paid 

tribute to the heroes 

of “Bloody Sunday,” 

joining thousands for 

the annual commem-

oration of the seminal 

moment in the civil 

rights movement.
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By TOM KRISHER  

and MARK THIESSEN
Associated Press

TOK, Alaska — Alaska’s rugged 
and frigid interior, where it can 
get as cold as minus 50 Fahr-
enheit, is not the place you’d 
expect to find an electric school 
bus.

But here is Bus No. 50, with a 
cartoon horse decal on its side, 
quietly traversing about 40 miles 
of snowy and icy roads each 
day in Tok, shuttling students to 
school not far from the Canadian 
border.

It works OK on the daily 
route. But cold temperatures rob 
electric vehicle batteries of trav-
eling range, so No. 50 can’t go on 

longer field trips, or to Anchor-
age or Fairbanks.

It’s a problem that some own-
ers of electric passenger vehicles 
and transit officials are finding 
in cold climates worldwide. At 20 
degrees F, electric vehicles just 
don’t go as far as they do at the 
ideal 70 degrees. Part of it is that 
keeping passengers warm using 
traditional technology drains the 
battery.

So longer trips can be difficult 
in the coldest weather. Transit 
authorities like Chicago’s, which 
has pledged to convert its whole 
bus fleet to electricity by 2040, 
have to take extraordinary steps 
to keep electric buses charged 
and on schedule.

Some automakers and drivers 

fear lower battery range in the 
cold could limit acceptance of 
electric cars, trucks and buses, 
at a time when emissions from 
transportation must go down 
sharply to address climate 
change. There is hope. Scientists 
are racing to perfect new battery 
chemistries that don’t lose as 
much energy in cold weather as 
today’s lithium-ion systems.

Also, cars equipped with 
efficient heat pumps don’t lose as 
much range in the cold.

“It is a problem to have batter-
ies in cold weather, and we have 
a pretty cold climate, one of the 
coldest in North America,” said 
Stretch Blackard, owner of Tok 

Race on to boost electric vehicle range in cold 
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Trish Donahoe drives an electric school bus in Tok, Alaska. It works OK on the 

daily route, but because cold temperatures rob electric vehicle batteries of 

critical traveling range, No. 50 can’t go on longer field trips, nor can it travel to 

Anchorage or Fairbanks.SEE COLD, PAGE A4 E  


