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B-BALL: Foxboro girls advance, 

boys fall in MIAA Div. 2 tourney. C1 

For home  

delivery, call 

508-222-4091

Advice ....................B4

Classified ...............D2

Comics ...................D5

Puzzles ..........D3 & D4

Real Estate .............D2

Obituaries ..............B3

TODAY: H: 37 L: 23

Rain.

POP: 100%
A6

CITY & TOWN

Another special 
election coming  
in Attleboro. B1 

TAX TIME

Use our directory 
to find a tax  
professional. A2 

MARK STOCKWELL/THE SUN CHRONICLE

Danielle Walter, left, and Karen Gauthier share a hug while discussing their 21-year-old sons, Joshua Walter and Aidan Hanrahan, respectively, who were fatally stabbed 

in August 2019, allegedly by another friend, Daniel Randall, who has pleaded not guilty. The women, who met at their sons’ funerals, have become friends themselves as 

they wait for Randall’s trial to begin. “The criminal justice system is doing what it is supposed to do,” Walter said, “but it’s just frustrating.”

UNITED IN GRIEF

Danielle Walter and Karen Gauthier didn’t know each other well prior to Aug. 29, 2019. On that night, their sons  

Joshua Walter and Aidan Hanrahan, who had been best friends since fifth grade, were fatally stabbed, allegedly by another friend during 

a party in North Attleboro. Since then, the women have bonded, leaning on each other through tragedy, grief and the wait for justice.

By DAVID LINTON

dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO 

K
aren Gauthier and Danielle Wal-
ter never really knew each other 
although their sons had been best 
friends since the fifth grade.

That would change when they 
became united in grief after their 21-year-old 
sons were fatally stabbed on the night of Aug. 
29, 2019, allegedly by another friend during a 
party at his house.   

“We met at the funerals,” said Walter, 44, 
whose son Joshua Walter died of his wounds 
early the next morning at Rhode Island Hospi-
tal in Providence.

Gauthier’s son, Aidan Hanrahan, was cele-
brating his 21st birthday that evening, a rite of 
passage for young people.

Instead, he was pronounced dead at the 
scene of the Birch Road home of Daniel Ran-
dall allegedly after the 19-year-old took out a 
knife and suddenly attacked him, according to 
prosecutors.

Fatal stabbing victims Aidan Hanrahan, left, and his best friend Joshua 

Walter. Hanrahan, who loved playing blackjack, was celebrating his 21st 

birthday the night he and Walter died. They had planned to visit a nearby 

Rhode Island casino later that night.SEE MOTHERS, PAGE A2 E  


