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Prices at the pump are 

way up from last week 

and last year. A3 

CITY & TOWN

North Attleboro 

groups combine to 

fight hunger. A3 
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A female mallard duck paddles Tuesday in the mirror-like water of Fulton Pond in Mansfield. The mostly sunny fall day was a great 

one for being outside, whether fowl or human. Related photo, A3. Weather, A8.

Pause for reflection

By TED ANTHONY
AP National Writer

“R
isk is our business,” 
James T. Kirk once 
said. “That’s what this 

starship is all about. That’s why 
we’re aboard her.”

More than a half-century later, 
the performer who breathed life 
into the fabled Enterprise captain 
is, at age 90, making that kind of 
risk his own business and heading 
toward the stars under dramat-
ically different circumstances 

than his fictional counterpart. 
And in doing so, William Shat-
ner is causing worlds to collide, 
or at least permitting parallel 
universes to coexist — the utopian 
spacefaring vision of “Star Trek” 
and the evolving, increasingly 
commercial spot that “space” 
holds in the American psyche.

When Shatner boards Jeff 
Bezos’ Blue Origin NS-18 in Texas 
around dawn Wednesday, his one 
small step into the craft creates 
one of the ultimate crossover 
stories of our era.

It’s about space and explora-
tion, sure, and certainly about 
capitalism and billionaires and 
questions of economic equity. But 
it’s also about popular culture 
and marketing and entertain-
ment and nostalgia and hope and 
Manifest Destiny and, and, and … 
well, you get the idea.

“What will I see when I’m 
out there?” Shatner wondered 
last week, talking to Anderson 
Cooper on CNN. An equally valid 

As Shatner heads toward space, visions collide
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Actor William Shatner is shown left in 2018 and right in 1988 portraying Capt. 

James T. Kirk in a photo opportunity for the film “Star Trek V: The Final Frontier.” 

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — One reason Amer-
ica’s employers are having trouble 
filling jobs was starkly illustrated 
in a report Tuesday: Americans are 
quitting in droves.

The Labor Department said that 
quits jumped to 4.3 million in August, 
the highest on records dating back 
to December 2000, and up from 4 
million in July. That’s equivalent to 

nearly 3% of the workforce. Hiring 
also slowed in August, the report 
showed, and the number of jobs 
available fell to 10.4 million, from a 
record high of 11.1 million the previ-
ous month.

The data helps fill in a puzzle 
that is looming over the job market: 
Hiring slowed sharply in August and 
September, even as the number of 
posted jobs was near record levels. 

Americans quitting jobs  
at record pace, report says
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A sign advertises job openings last week-

end in Chicago.SEE JOBS, PAGE A4 E

By TOM REILLY
treilly@thesunchronicle.com

Say goodbye to state Sen. Becca 
Rausch, residents of the Attleboros, 
and say hello to Paul Feeney.

No, you haven’t moved, but if 
proposed redistricting by the state 
Legislature is approved, Rausch, 
D-Needham, will see North Attleboro 
and the precincts in Attleboro she 
represents switch to the district now 
represented by Feeney, D-Foxboro. 
Currently, the city is split between 
two districts, with Rausch’s including 
Wards 1, 2 and 3A and the rest repre-
sented by Feeney.

Feeney would, in turn, give up 
the towns of Seekonk and Rehoboth, 
which would join a new senatorial 
district that includes communities 
currently represented by Sen. Marc Pacheco, 
D-Taunton. Feeney’s old district would also lose the 
towns of Medfield and Walpole but gain all of the 
precincts of Sharon.

The Joint Redistricting Committee of the state 
Legislature unveiled the draft maps for all 200 
House and Senate districts Tuesday at a virtual 
public hearing on the decennial redistricting at 
the Statehouse. This year, the process was de-
layed because the COVID-19 pandemic held up the 

Hello 
Feeney, 
so long 
Rausch?

Paul Feeney

Becca Rausch

Foxboro senator 
would gain North, 
Attleboro wards 
under proposed 

redistricting
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By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — It’s presumed 
that all candidates for political 
office vote for themselves.

But not all candidates vote in 
all elections.

That’s true of 
both candidates 
running for mayor.

Mayor Paul 
Heroux, howev-
er, has clearly 
bested his election 
rival Todd McGhee 

when it comes to showing up at 
the polls.

Since 2008, Heroux has voted 
in 29 of 37 elections for which he 
was eligible, a rate of 78 percent.

Some elections were special 
ward council elections.

Meanwhile, McGhee has voted 

in 12 of 45 elections for which 
he was eligible, or 27 percent, 
since 2004 when he first voted in 
Attleboro.

Heroux said he had no 
comment on the numbers and 
McGhee did not respond by 
deadline.

One big difference is that Her-
oux has voted in all city elections 
since 2008 except the one in 2009, 
according to records.

He also voted in two city-wide 
preliminaries held during that 
time, in 2017 and 2021, as well as 
the special election held in April 

McGhee a no-show for most city elections

Todd McGhee

Mayoral challenger has voted in nearly all state, presidential contests
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