
By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

It’s not unusual to see bare 
shelves in grocery stores these 
days.

Back when the coronavirus 
pandemic began, paper prod-
ucts, including toilet paper and 

paper towels, were the first to 
go missing.

And now they are often 
missing again.

In fact, there was big run on 
all kinds of sanitizing products.

Now other products are 
missing from shelves.

This reporter has had trou-
ble finding eggs, half-and-half 

for his coffee and food for his 
cats.

Some Sun Chronicle editors 
have experienced the same.

One had the same problem 

finding eggs.
I did not go to other stores, 

I just did without. The editor 
was more persistent and finally 
found some.

“Last week I tried several 
different stores to finally find a 
dozen eggs (with one cracked) 
at the Target in Plainville,” she 
said.

Another editor said some 
kinds of baby formula are hard 
to find. It appears there’s an 
issue with specialized formulas 
like Nutramigen, she said.

I don’t know what that is, 
but young moms who need it 
do, and they have to work to 
find it.

Three years ago The Sun 
Chronicle published a story 
about a national shortage of 
truck drivers, and that has not 
gone away.

Back then the shortage was 
60,000, according to a report 
published by American Truck-
ing Associations.
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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

SEEKONK — A 25-year-old 
man died in a head-on collision 
on Route 152 early Thursday 
morning after a teenage driver 
apparently lost control of his 
vehicle, police said.

Shawn Nguon of Attleboro was 
pronounced dead at the scene of 
the 4 a.m. crash, which occurred 
in the area of 365 Central Ave. 
(Route 152), less than a half-mile 
from the Attleboro line, authori-
ties said.

Nguon was a 2014 Attleboro 
High graduate, an honor roll 
student and a tennis player for 
the school.

The driver of the other car 
involved in the crash, a 16-year-
old Attleboro resident, was taken 
to Hasbro Children’s Hospital in 
Providence. He was the lone oc-
cupant of the vehicle, state police 
said.

His injuries were not 
life-threatening, according to Fire 
Chief Sandra Lowery.

Police Chief Dean Isabella 
said a preliminary investigation 
determined that the 16-year-old 
lost control of his car.

The vehicle then crossed into 
the opposite lane of travel and 
collided head-on with the other 
car, Isabella said. No charges 
were immediately filed.

The exact cause of the crash is 
under investigation.

Route 152 was closed in both 
directions for about four hours 
between Coyle Drive and Pond 
Street.
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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

A national watchdog group 
is highlighting Bristol County’s 
Thomas Hodgson in a new report 
scrutinizing 
political dona-
tions to elected 
sheriffs across 
the country and 
the state.

Common 
Cause says in the 
report, issued 
this week, that 
special interest 
money given to sheriffs’ cam-
paigns represents a conflict of 
interest and endangers inmates.

Sheriffs in Massachusetts re-
ceived $2.6 million in what Com-
mon Cause described as “poten-
tially conflicted donations,” but 
the group does not say campaign 
laws were broken.

Group 
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Hodgson, 

other 
sheriffs

Thomas  
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Report questions 
political donations

Bare shelves back
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Above, there wasn’t much chicken to be had Wednesday at the Stop & Shop on Pleasant Street in Attleboro and, below, paper towels were in short sup-

ply, too.

Supply chain problems again bring 
scarcity of many supermarket items

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

A
rea restaurants, bars 
and pizza parlors are 
already busy preparing 

for a surge in customers for 
Saturday night’s New En-
gland Patriots playoff game in 
Buffalo.

Many owners say it likely 
will be the biggest jump in 
business from sports patrons 
since the Boston Red Sox play-
off run last fall, which helped 
them withstand the pandemic.

However, with the highly 
contagious omicron variant 
still prevalent, crowds are ex-
pected to be limited in many 
locations.

Despite the pandemic, 
“we probably will still have a 
crowd,” said employee Mor-
gan Knoop of the Mad Moose 
Saloon on North Washington 
Street in North Attleboro.

She noted workers two 
weeks ago had to return to 
wearing masks to give cus-
tomers “peace of mind.”

“We will have the game on 
three screens,” Knoop said. 
“We’re pretty busy in the eve-
ning times on game nights.”

Mad Moose had been strug-
gling with a shortage of work-
ers in recent weeks because 
of the virus, but “we’re solidly 
staffed at the moment,” she 

A welcome boost

MARK STOCKWELL/THE SUN CHRONICLE

Box Seats on Route 1 in North Attleboro is hoping for a bump in business 

this Saturday night when the New England Patriots play the Buffalo Bills in 

the opening round of the NFL playoffs. 

As pandemic drones on, area restaurants, bars, pizza parlors 
looking forward to a hopefully deep playoff run for the Pats
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