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Today: Sunny. High 
30. Feels like 25.
Tonight: Variable 
cloudiness. Low 23.
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CITY & TOWN

Suspect in Attleboro 
bank robbery ar-
raigned. A3 

SCHOOLS

Bishop Feehan will 
honor the Rev. David 
Costa. A5 

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — Citing 
his passion and energy, town 
council has offered the job of 
town manager to Rehoboth 
resident Michael Borg, a retired 
Army colonel.

If contract 
negotiations go 
well, he will be 
the first town 
manager in the 
history of North 
Attleboro, which 
recently changed 
its form of gov-
ernment.

Councilors 
Tuesday repeatedly cited the per-
sonal impression Borg made on 
them with his enthusiasm, which 
helped overcome concerns about 
his lack of experience.

After a long career in the mil-
itary, Borg, 53, has spent the past 
five years working for the City 
of Providence in three different 
roles. He is currently director of 
capital improvements.

Part of his job has been work-
ing to repair buildings in Provi-
dence’s troubled school system.

Borg has never been a town 
manager or a budget director, 
but councilors said he shows 
great potential to grow in the job 
and is a natural leader.

“His personality is conta-
gious,” Council President Keith 
Lapointe said.

North 
makes 
its pick

WPRI

Michael Borg

Council selects 
retired colonel 
to be first town 

manager

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — Mayor Paul 
Heroux has started the new year 
by asking the city council to 
authorize borrowing nearly $11 
million to renovate the library 
and fix two leaky school roofs.

The mayor wants a loan 
of $6.9 million for the library 
project, which includes the 
installation of a new roof, win-
dow repairs and HVAC system 
upgrades.

He is seeking another $3.9 
million loan to fix the roofs at the 
Brennan and Wamsutta middle 
schools, which have been leaking 
practically since they were built 
about 25 years ago.

Heroux 
seeks $11M 
in loans for 
library, two 
school roofs

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

MANSFIELD — Local developer Mar-
co Crugnale is launching a $35 million 
mixed-used commercial development near 
the junction of Route 140 and Interstate 
495 that will include a hotel and medical 

office building.
Crugnale said Wednesday he bought the 

10.2 acre site for $4.5 million. Across the 
street from the XFinity Center, it’s former-
ly the site of a soccer bubble.

The sale was completed last month. 

Crugnale launches $35M 
development in Mansfield
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Construction of a $35 million development is underway at the site of a former soccer bubble at the 

corner of Route 140 and Reservoir Street in Mansfield.MARK COOPER re-elected as city 

council president. A3

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

NORFOLK — Homeowners in 
town continue to pay the high-
est property taxes in The Sun 
Chronicle circulation area, and 
the average home is closing in 
on a half-million dollars.

Tax bills were recently mailed 
out, with the owner of a home as-
sessed at the average of $490,000 
looking at paying just over $9,000, 
which is up about $150 from last 
year.

Last year, the owner of the 
average $480,000 assessed home 
was paying about $8,853.

Norfolk 
still priciest 
place to live 

in area
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By ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
and Iran stepped back from 
the brink of possible war on 
Wednesday as President Don-
ald Trump signaled he would 
not retaliate militarily for 

Iran’s missile strikes on Iraqi 
bases housing U.S. troops. No 
one was harmed in the strikes, 
but U.S. forces in the region 
remained on high alert.

Speaking from the White 
House, Trump seemed intent on 
deescalating the crisis, which 
spiraled after he authorized 
the targeted killing last week 
of Iran’s top general, Qassem 

Soleimani. Iran responded 
overnight with its most direct 
assault on America since the 

1979 seizure of the U.S. Embas-
sy in Tehran, firing more than 
a dozen missiles at two instal-

lations in Iraq. The Pentagon 
said Wednesday that it believed 
Iran fired with the intent to kill.

Even so, Trump’s takeaway 
was that “Iran appears to be 
standing down, which is a good 
thing for all parties concerned 
and a very good thing for the 
world.”

Despite such conciliatory 
talk, the region remained on 
edge, and American troops 
including a quick-reaction force 
dispatched over the weekend, 
were on high alert. Last week 
Iranian-backed militia besieged 
the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, 
and Tehran’s proxies in the 
region remain able to carry out 
attacks such as the one on Dec. 
27 that killed a U.S. contractor 
and set off the most recent 
round of hostilities.

Back from brink
President says Iran seems to be ‘standing  

down’ after missile strikes; region still on edge
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An armed guard stands over mourners and family members Wednesday 

as they prepare to bury the body of Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, deputy 

commander of Iran-backed militias. He was killed in a U.S. strike in Iraq 

on Friday.
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President Donald Trump addresses the nation Wednesday on the ballistic missile strikes that Iran launched against Iraqi air bases housing U.S. troops 

as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley, Vice President Mike Pence and others look on.

DEMOCRATS WANT more details on 

what led to U.S. killing of Iranian 

general. A6
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