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INSIDE: New FHS facilities manager has busy spring. Page A7

By JURI LOVE

For The Foxboro Reporter

The Foxboro High School 
jazz ensemble placed third in 
the prestigious 2019 Essentially 
Ellington Competition & Festival, 
held the weekend of May 9-11 in 
New York City.

Aaron W. Bush, the school’s 
band director, said the compe-
tition is the culmination of the 
yearlong Essentially Ellington 
program, during which hun-
dreds of jazz bands across North 
America are invited to submit 
a recording, and 15 finalists 
are selected through a rigorous 
screening process.

Each finalist receives an in-
school workshop led by a profes-
sional musician before coming 
to New York’s Jazz at Lincoln 
Center to perform before Wynton 

Marsalis and a panel of judges in 
the “House of Swing,” Frederick 
P. Rose Hall.

During the weekend, finalists 
interact through jam sessions, 
master classes and workshops. 
The festival concludes with a 
concert and awards ceremony 
featuring the three top bands 
and the Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Orchestra with Marsalis.

“The Essentially Ellington ex-
perience is life-changing for any-
one fortunate enough to attend,” 
Bush said. “It is considered the 
premier amateur music festival 
in the world.

“Just being selected as one 
of the finalist bands is an honor 
in and of itself. To place third 
among the 15 best high school 
jazz bands in the world was an 
absolute thrill. The achievement 
is a testament to the students’ 

work, dedication, passion and 
soulfulness.”

Bush said the 15 finalists rep-
resented the best high school jazz 
bands “really in the world.”

“They all played at the abso-
lute highest levels and represent 
the pinnacle of amateur per-
formance,” he said. “Moreover, 
achievement at this level is a 
product of outstanding musical 
culture. The other bands were 
kind, encouraging, and support-
ive even in the face of competi-
tion. It really was an outstanding 
celebration of the human spirit.”

Although it was not the first 
time senior Connor Hoyt partic-
ipated in Essentially Ellington, 
he said this year he was able to 
understand how large an impact 
the festival can have.

Jazz ensemble swings into third place in festival 

SUBMITTED

The Foxboro High School jazz ensemble finished third in the Essentially Ellington 

High School Jazz Band Competition and Festival, held May 9 and 10 in New 

York. Fifteen high school jazz bands from across the United States were invited 

to participate after an audition.
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Paying tribute to those who served

JEFF PETERSON

Adam Higgins, Paul Belham, Pat Rockett and Andrew Puntini, who are members of the Foxboro Fire Department’s 

honor guard stand at attention during the town’s Memorial Day observances on the Town Common Monday.

‘We will remember’

By JEFF PETERSON

For The Foxboro Reporter

W
ith a postcard-perfect New 
England setting serving up a 
heartfelt slice of small-town 

Americana, townspeople gathered 
at the foot of the Common Monday 
morning to remember those who 
made the supreme sacrifice for their 
country.

Keynote speaker Jack McKenna, 
now retired from the U.S. Army at 
the rank of lieutenant colonel, urged 
those in attendance to enjoy the 
opportunity for social gatherings af-
forded by a long holiday weekend, “so 

long as we remember what Memorial 
Day is about.”

Introduced by town Veteran’s 
Agent Ally Rodriguez as “my friend 
and mentor,” McKenna outlined three 
suggestions for all his listeners to 
consider on Memorial Day.

First, he said, it’s important to 
understand why there is a need for 
a “respectfully recognized” holiday. 
Second, recognize that military 
personnel die in ways other than 
combat — training accidents, chronic 
service-related medical conditions or 
even suicide.

And third, McKenna asked towns-
people to reconsider the casual saluta-

tion, “Happy Memorial Day.”
“Let’s replace ‘Happy Memorial 

Day’ with ‘We will remember’,” McK-
enna said.

Joining McKenna under blue skies 
was an array of state and local digni-
taries including selectmen Chairman 
Mark Elfman, state Rep. Jay Barrows 
of Mansfield, state Sen. Paul Feeney 
of Foxboro and George Potenza, an 
eighth-grader at the Ahern Middle 
School who delivered the governor’s 
proclamation.

Rodriguez, who started in Janu-
ary as town veteran’s agent, served 

By JEFF PETERSON

For The Foxboro Reporter

F
or the better part of a decade, Glenn 
Mott has been tending the grave of PTE 
John Chesney, a Canadian soldier buried 

at Rock Hill Cemetery in Foxboro.
Mott, 71, a retired postal worked with 37 

years of combined service in the Army, Na-
tional Guard and Army Reserves, came across 
Chesney’s simple grave marker more than 10 
years ago. Ever since, he’s made sure that a 
Canadian flag accentuated by freshly planted 
flowers decorated the site each Memorial Day.

A Vietnam-era veteran himself, Mott dec-
orates the graves of Foxboro servicemen who 
died in Southeast Asia every spring — many 
of whom he knew personally — and long ago 
decided that a Canadian soldier deserved the 
same treatment.

Although bereft of a headstone, 
Chesney’s grave site features a flat stone 
marker inscribed with the words: “Lest We 
Forget — Here Lies a Canadian Soldier, 
PTE John Chesney.” It’s in an older section 

Canadian 
soldier isn’t 

forgotten
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John Chesney’s grave at Rock Hill Cemetery.
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