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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — The 
police station was off limits 
for about an hour Tuesday 
afternoon after a woman 
brought what she feared was a 
cannonball to the public safety 
building, officials said.

As a precaution, the station 
at the corner of South Washing-
ton and Chestnut streets was 
closed off for about an hour 
after the woman’s 2:30 p.m. 

arrival before the state police 
Bomb Squad rendered the situ-
ation safe.

“It was a solid object and 
not an explosive. It looked like 
a shot put,” Police Chief Rich-
ard McQuade said.

The woman, a North Attle-
boro resident, meant well in 
bringing it to the station, but 
authorities say anyone who 
finds a suspicious device should 
call police immediately rather 
than handle it.

A state police bomb techni-

cian, dressed in a helmet and 
protective vest, took the small 
metallic ball out of the wom-
an’s car and took an X-ray of it 
in the parking lot before deter-
mining it was not an explosive, 
officials said.

The woman took the ball 
from a relative’s home in 
Rhode Island and brought it 
to a firearm’s dealer in Rhode 
Island. The dealer recommend-
ed that the woman take it to 
police, McQuade said.

As a precaution, Chestnut 

and East streets were closed 
and an ambulance and para-
medics stood by in case of any 
mishaps before the state police 
rendered the situation safe.

In September 2021, a sim-
ilar incident occurred at the 
Seekonk police station when 
a resident brought in a 3-inch 
World War II-era mortar.

Just last month in Wren-
tham, two boys found a grenade 
on a trail in woods off Grants 
Mill Road. 

They took a cellphone photo 
of the device and called police. 
A state police Bomb Squad 
technician determined the 
grenade was hollowed out and 
not a danger.

Cannonball scare defused
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A state police Bomb Squad technician was called in to investigate what was thought might be a cannonball that a woman 

brought to the North Attleboro police station on Tuesday. It was determined it was not an explosive.

Bomb squad called to North police station 
for what turned out to be a non-explosive

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

FRANKLIN — Police have 
apprehended a suspect in a road 
rage incident in which a weapon 
was fired at a vehicle driven by 
a 23-year-old North Attleboro 
man.

Michael Sylvester, 43, of 
Cranston was arrested Monday 
following an investigation into 
the Friday incident, police said.

Sylvester faces numerous 
charges in Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts, the most serious 
of which is assault with intent to 
murder while armed.

The incident occurred about 
5:15 p.m. Friday in the area of 
Washington Street in Franklin 
near the Bellingham line. The 
victim drove to the Bellingham 
police station where bullet holes 
were found on his vehicle.

He told police he had made an 
abrupt turn in front of another 
vehicle and the vehicle, described 
as a dark-colored Honda Accord, 
sped up behind the victim’s car. 
The victim reported that the 
driver fired several rounds out of 
his window. 

The bullets hit the victim’s 
car as well as another vehicle 
driving by, police said.
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By JOHN LEICESTER
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine

I
n the final hours before the 
Russian onslaught, a last 
grasp at peace. Russian troops 

would soon pour across Ukraine’s 
borders and Russian missiles 
would fill Ukrainian skies, taking 
Ukrainian lives in the biggest 
air, sea and ground assault in 
Europe since World War II. But 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy still appealed, on war’s 

brink, for reason to prevail.
Staring intently into the cam-

era in a last-ditch, dead-of-night, 
video-recorded plea against the 
invasion, Zelenskyy warned Rus-
sia that the consequences would 
be “an abundance of pain, filth, 
blood and death.”

“War is a huge calamity,” 
Zelenskyy said, in what proved to 

be one of his last outings in a suit 
before his switch to military-style 
casual wear. “This calamity 
carries a huge cost — in every 
meaning of this word.”

The date was Feb. 24, 2022 
— cataclysmic for Ukraine, 
course-changing for Russia, 
history-shaping for the wider 
world. Every hour of every day 
since has proven those words to 
be right.

As milestones go, the 

A year of pain, death — and nation-building
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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — The now-former 
chief executive officer of the 
Attleboro-Norton YMCA faces 
charges he pushed his wife into 
a wall so hard that she split her 
head open in an alleged assault 
that occurred in front of their 

two young children.
Courtney T. Harrness, 40, was 

ordered to wear a GPS bracelet 
and post $10,000 cash bail after 
his arraignment and a dangerous-
ness hearing Tuesday in Attleboro 
District Court.

He pleaded innocent to assault 
and battery by means of a dan-
gerous weapon, domestic assault 

and battery and intimidating a 
witness.

Harrness was arrested about 
7:30 p.m. Saturday at his home 
on Old Farm Lane in Attleboro 
where he was living with his wife 
and their two young daughters.

During a dangerousness 

Ex-local Y leader charged
Harrness fired after allegedly 
assaulting wife in front of kids

Courtney 

Harrness, right, 

appears Tues-

day in Attleboro 

District Court to 

answer to charges 

of assaulting his 

wife. With him 

is his attorney, 

Paolo Corso.
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