
By STEVE PEOPLES, KATHLEEN 

RONAYNE and HUNTER WOODALL
Associated Press

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Fiery 
progressive Bernie Sanders fought 
for Democratic front-runner status 
Tuesday night as New Hampshire’s 
first-in-the-nation primary began to 
cull the crowded field, bringing at 
least some clarity to a presidential 
nomination fight marred so far by 
dysfunction and doubt.

As Sanders predicted victory, 
former Mayor Pete Buttigieg hoped 
to seize the backing of his party’s es-
tablishment with a strong finish. Joe 
Biden just wanted to avert political 
disaster after leaving the state hours 

before the final polls closed.
(CNN and Fox News called the 

primary for Sanders at about 11:15 
p.m.)

New Hampshire began narrowing 

the Democrats’ unwieldy 2020 class 
even before the final results were 
known. Political newcomer Andrew 
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By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — A Rhode Island man who 
robbed the Bristol County Savings Bank in Attle-
boro Falls in 2016 while on a first 
date with a woman he met through 
a dating app has been sentenced to 
five years of incarceration.

Christopher Castillo, 33, of 
Chepachet, was sentenced in Fall 
River Superior Court to three years 
in prison for armed robbery followed 
by another two years in jail for 
assaulting three police officers who 
arrested him, Bristol County District 
Attorney Thomas Quinn III said in a statement on 
Tuesday.

Castillo went into the bank on Commonwealth 
Avenue, near the Falls Elementary School, on Dec. 
5, 2016, showed the teller a gun that was in his 
jacket and demanded $1,000. He told the teller he 
was “really hurting” and needed money, according 
to the DA’s office.

After he was given the cash, Castillo ran out of 
the bank and got into a Nissan Maxima that police 
spotted as it left nearby Mason Field and then as 
it headed to Dunkin’ Donuts at the corner of Elm 
and Mount Hope streets.

Worst 

first 

date 

ever?

Christopher 

Castillo

RI man gets five 
years for robbing 
North bank while 

woman waited in car

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — The school 
department has a $1 million 
hole in its projected budget 
for next fiscal year now that 
the governor has proposed 
less state aid than expected, 
Superintendent David Saw-
yer said.

The schools are still 
slated to get a funding boost, 
Sawyer told the school 
committee Monday, as Gov. 
Charlie Baker’s budget would 
result in $1.5 million more 
than the schools received 
this year.

That would bring so-called 
Chapter 70 funding from the 
state to $42.8 million.

However, with passage of 
a school funding reform bill 
and a proposal to increase 
statewide spending on educa-
tion by $300 million, Attle-

boro schools were expecting 
more.

“We did not 
fare as well 
as we hoped,” 
Sawyer said.

The budget 
process for 
the fiscal year 
that begins 
July 1 has just 
started and 

Sawyer said the situation 
could change if the Legis-
lature increases aid above 
what Baker proposes.

“It’s far too early to hit 
the panic button,” he said.

The bulk of extra state aid 
is going to Massachusetts cit-
ies with high poverty rates, 
high special education costs 
and students who do not 
speak English as their first 
language.

Attleboro schools 
facing $1 million 
budget shortfall

David Sawyer

State aid from governor’s 
proposal less than expected

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

NORTON — Time to celebrate 
with a glass of clean water.

The long-awaited, long-delayed 
water treatment plant that is 
expected to resolve a lot of the 
town’s lingering water quality 
problems is finally being put into 
operation.

The $11 million facility, which 
had been expected to open in the 
fall or late December, is being 
slowly brought on line, water 
officials say.

The water and sewer depart-
ment has received a temporary 
occupancy permit from the town’s 
building department and an “ap-
proval to operate” letter from the 
state Department of Environmen-
tal Protection after inspections.

“I’m really excited about this,” 
water and sewer commissioner 

Luke Grant said. “This will get 
iced tea and dirty water com-
plaints behind us. This is a very 
huge step.”

Water from one well was 

treated by the plant last week 
and gradually distributed into the 
water system. 

Norton finally gets water 
treatment plant operating
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Norton has for a few years offered residents, including Tom Cyrelik (above), free, 

clean drinking water outside town hall because of the community’s water quality 

issues. 
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RACE FOR THE PRESIDENCY
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Supporters cheer Tuesday during a election night rally for Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., in Manches-

ter, N.H.

Sanders predicts NH win
Buttigieg close 

behind in nation’s 
first primary, 

Klobuchar makes 
strong showing
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Democratic presidential candidate Pete Buttigieg meets Tuesday with people outside a 

polling place in Manchester, N.H. 
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