
TODAY: H: 70 L: 63

Rain.

POP: 90%

PET DAY: Tips for dealing with the rising cost  
of keeping a pet. B5 

CITY & TOWN: Two people injured  
in South Attleboro house fire. A3 

Attleboro-North Attleboro, Mass. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2022 $1.25 newsstand

For home  
delivery, call 

508-222-4091
A8

Advice ....................B7

Classified .............. B6

Comics ..................A6

Puzzles ..................B7

Help Wanted.......... B6

Obituaries ..............A4

SPORTS

Surging Red Sox cap  

off four-game sweep  

of Rangers. B1

NATION

Man charged in kid-

napping of missing 

Memphis jogger. A5 

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

Turnout to area polls for early 
in-person voting in Tuesday’s prima-
ry election has been sparse with a 
larger number choosing to mail-in 
their ballots.

Voters could cast their ballots at 
town and city halls for the primary 
starting Saturday, Aug. 27.

In Attleboro, just 17 voted that 
Saturday, and 20 Sunday, with a total 
of 181 by Friday afternoon, Leslie 
Veiga of the elections office said.

Area election officials attribute a 
large part of the low turnout to the 
option of early voting by mail.

Thousands of area residents 
requested mail ballots under a new 
state law that makes such voting 
permanent for elections, with ex-
cuses, such as being out of town, no 
longer needed.

If a mail ballot hasn’t been 
mailed, it needs to be dropped off 
in-person at town and city halls, 
most which have drop-off boxes 
outside. Ballots arriving after the 
polls close at 8 p.m. Tuesday won’t 
be counted.

Voters who mailed their ballots 
close to Election Day should track 
their ballot’s status at www.track-
myballotma.com or www.VoteInMA.
com to confirm it reached their local 
election office.

Attleboro’s election office mailed 
3,939 ballots for the city’s 32,862 

voters, with 1,861 returned by late 
Thursday afternoon, Veiga said.

North Attleboro Town Hall was 
also quiet for early in-person voting.

Fewer than 50 residents voted 
each of the first two days, and just 
129 had cast ballots by noon Thurs-
day, elections coordinator Pat Dolan 
said.

The office sent out about 3,200 
mail-in ballots. The town has 22,219 
registered voters.

“We also have quite a few inactive 
voters who did not return their 2022 
census forms, or a confirmation post-

card,” Dolan said. “These people will 
need to confirm that they still live in 
North Attleboro before they vote.

“If they do not vote in the State 
Primary, they should stop into our 
office before the next election in 
November, as it takes a few extra 
minutes when they go to the polling 
place, especially in state and federal 
elections,” Dolan added.

Plainville saw just 16 voters the 
first day of early voting, and a total 
of 96.

Early in-person voting draws few to polls
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A flag directs voters outside of North Attleboro Town Hall.
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Lackluster turnout

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

Incumbent Bristol County District Attorney 
Thomas Quinn III will face a challenge from Shan-
non McMahon, one of his former assistants, in the 
primary Tuesday.

Since there is no Republican in the 
race for the county’s top law enforce-
ment job, the winner of the contest 
will likely become district attorney 
after the general election Nov. 8.

Quinn, 62, of Fall River, was ini-
tially appointed to the job in 2015 af-
ter then district attorney Sam Sutter 
became mayor of Fall River. He has 
won re-election unopposed until now.

Quinn, a lawyer for 34 years and a 
former first assistant district attor-
ney, touts a homicide solve rate of 
95% with the national average being 
54%, and says homicides have been 
down 20% since he became DA.

His prosecutors have also won 
some high profile cases, including the 
murder conviction of New England 
Patriot star Aaron Hernandez and 

the landmark manslaughter conviction of Michelle 
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By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

Before Mayor Paul Heroux can challenge Sher-
iff Tom Hodgson for his job, he has to fend off two 
others in Tuesday’s Democratic party primary.

The other two Democrats 
running for the sheriff’s post are 
Nicholas Bernier, a lawyer from 
Fall River, and George McNeil of 
Somerset, who is a retired Somerset 
police chief.

Hodgson, 68, was appointed for 
a year to the post of sheriff before 
winning four six-year terms. He’s 
served a total of 25 years.

Heroux, 45, limited himself to 
three terms as mayor of Attleboro 
and declared a run for sheriff in 
January.

If elected, he will resign as may-
or to take the job, he said.

Heroux said he’s campaigned 
in all 20 cities and towns in Bristol 
County and argues his education 
and experience makes him the best 
qualified candidate.

“The reason I feel that I am the 
best candidate…is because I’m the 
only candidate with experience in 
corrections,” he said in emailed 
comments, noting his experience 
in the Philadelphia jail system and 
the Massachusetts Department of 
Corrections.

Three vie 
to challenge 
Hodgson for 
sheriff’s post

Paul Heroux

Nicholas 

Bernier

George McNeil

Inside

Find your local polling 

place. A2 

Two Democrats are 

running in the prima-

ry for Mansfield’s state rep seat. A3

MARK STOCKWELL / THE SUN CHRONICLE

Early voting was a bigger draw in Attleboro in 2020, largely due to the pandemic.

FATAL ATTACKS IN CANADA

ASSOCIATED PRESS

REGINA, Saskatchewan — 
A series of stabbings at an 
Indigenous community and 
at another town nearby 
in the Canadian province 
of Saskatchewan left 10 
people dead and 15 wound-
ed, Canadian police said 
Sunday as they searched 
for two suspects.

The stabbings took 
place in multiple locations 
on the James Smith Cree 
Nation and in the village 
of Weldon, northeast of 

Saskatoon, police said.
Rhonda Blackmore, the 

Assistant Commissioner of 
the RCMP Saskatchewan, 
said some of the victims 
appear to have been tar-
geted by the suspects but 
others appear to have been 
attacked at random. She 
couldn’t provide a motive.

“It is horrific what has 
occurred in our province 
today,” Blackmore said.

She said there are 13 
crime scenes where either 

10 dead, 15 hurt in series of stabbings
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Assistant Commissioner Rhonda Blackmore speaks next to 

images of two suspects during a press conference in Regina, 

Saskatchewan, on Sunday.
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