
SPORTS: Pats’ defense continues to make 
its case with dismantling of Browns. B1 

YOUR HOME: How to care for fresh wreaths 
and boughs this holiday season. B5 

Attleboro-North Attleboro, Mass. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2021 $1.25 newsstand

For home  
delivery, call 

508-222-4091
A8

Today: Sunny.
High 46.
Tonight: Clear.
Low 30.

Advice ....................B7

Classified .............. B6

Comics ..................A6

Puzzles ..................B7

Help Wanted.......... B6

Obituaries ..............A4

CITY & TOWN

COVID outbreak in jail 
delays Attleboro murder 
trial. A3 

CITY & TOWN

Norfolk man gets 
probation in indecent 
exposure case. A3 

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — A worker badly burned in a flash 
fire at a downtown factory last week has died.

The victim, Nathan Collito, 26, of Attleboro, 
suffered second- and third-degree burns over his 
body in the accident last Thursday at Composite 
Modules Inc., 61 Union St., officials said Monday.

An investigation determined he was working 
with a chemical used during a cleaning process 
when the chemical accidentally ignited, causing 
an explosion and triggering the building’s sprin-
kler system, according to the state Fire Marshal’s 
office.

He died Saturday at Rhode Island Hospital in 
Providence, according to a spokesman for the Fire 
Marshal’s office.

“On behalf of the Attleboro Fire Department, 
I’d like to express our heartfelt condolences to 
Mr. Collito’s family and loved ones,” Chief Scott 
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Composite Modules Inc. at 61 Union St. in Attleboro was 

the scene of a flash fire last week that seriously burned a 

worker, who died on Saturday.

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

NORTON — A local police 
officer was arraigned Monday on 
charges alleging he was driving 
drunk when he sideswiped a car 
while off duty and left the scene 
of the accident, which injured a 
60-year-old woman.

Joshua Ar-
cher, 31, declined 
comment as he left 
Attleboro District 
Court. Innocent 
pleas were entered 
on his behalf by the 
court to charges of 
drunken driving, 

driving to endanger and leaving 

the scene of an accident with 
personal injury.

Archer, a special police officer 
for four years before becoming 
full-time four years ago, is on 
administrative leave pending an 
internal investigation.

He was arrested shortly after 
the crash was reported about 
1:20 a.m. Saturday, police said.

Witnesses told police Archer 
was driving his Dodge Durango 
on West Main Street when he 
turned right onto Taunton Avenue 
and sideswiped the driver’s side 
of a Nissan Maxima, which was 
stopped at a traffic light at the 
intersection.

According to a police report, 
the driver, a 60-year-old Fair-
haven woman, told officers the 
driver of the Durango drove off 

after the crash.
She was taken to Morton Hos-

pital and released after treat-
ment. Her 16-year-old daughter 
was evaluated at the scene by 
EMTs and did not have to be 
taken to a hospital, according to 
the report.

“It put’s a black eye on the 
department,” Police Chief Brian 

Norton cop charged with OUI, leaving crash scene

Joshua Archer

60-year-old woman injured in weekend accident

26-year-old was 
caught in flash 

fire at city factory

By JOYCE DOHERTY
For The Sun Chronicle

A 
crumbling ceiling, unlevel toilet and 
mushrooms sprouting in the bath-
room. Since Michelle Sullivan moved 

into her New Bedford apartment two years 
ago, it has needed multiple repairs.

Sullivan tried talking to her landlord, 
before filing complaints with the New Bed-
ford Board of Health to get the apartment 
repaired. Sullivan said she refused when 
the landlord tried bribing her with money 
to keep quiet.

Now her landlord has petitioned to evict 
her.

“She wants me out because of my re-
cord of all my complaints about the build-
ing and her,” Sullivan said. “And I can’t 
find housing anywhere else, so I’m stuck.”

Following the end of the state eviction 

moratorium in October last year and the 
CDC moratorium on Aug. 26, evictions 
are still lower than before the pandemic, 
according to state housing court data. 
While the number of eviction petitions has 
risen in the past few months, they have not 
reached pre-pandemic levels in Massachu-
setts.

Since the beginning of 2020, Middlesex 
County has had the highest number of 
eviction cases, at 3,930. Bristol County has 
issued the most court orders for evictions 
at 692. Worcester and Middlesex counties 
followed closely behind.

Bristol County representatives met 
with Chief Justice Tim Sullivan of the 

Southeastern Housing Court to investigate 
the number of eviction orders. Sullivan 
cited the difference between evictions and 
execution of evictions — a court order 
allowing landlords to evict — according to 
Rep. Chris Hendricks, D-New Bedford, a 
member of the Legislature’s Committee on 
Housing.

Other reasons for the rise in cases 
in certain counties may have to do with 
landlords’ miscommunication with tenants, 
how aggressively the courts are processing 
these cases, or the effectiveness of media-
tion and access to legal aid, according to 
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President Joe Biden signs the $1.2 trillion bipartisan infrastructure bill into law Monday during a ceremony on the South Lawn of the 

White House. Story, A5.

Tenants, landlords struggle with eviction process

By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — The Parks and For-
estry Department has scheduled 
the 10th annual “Holiday Happen-
ing” parade and “Family Fun Day” 
for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
4, at Highland Park.

The event is free and will feature 
a visit from Santa, pony rides, trac-
tor hayrides, music, face painting, 
holiday crafts, games, photo oppor-
tunities, pizza, raffles, cookies and 
hot chocolate.

Those activities will be preced-
ed by a holiday parade starting at 
Capron Park.

It will travel down Dennis Street 
to Mechanic Street and end at High-
land Park.

The event was not held last year 
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Meanwhile, the second annual 

“Holiday Wreath Creation” contest 
will be held at Capron Park in con-
junction with the “Holiday Happen-
ing” celebration.

A $20 donation is suggested to 
participate in the contest.

With the donation each partici-
pant will be given a wreath to deco-
rate in their own creative manner.

Wreaths can be dedicated to a 
family, friend, business or loved one.

Each wreath will be assigned a 
number for voting purposes and will 
be displayed in Capron Park.

Voting will be held for best 
theme, most unique, most holiday 
spirit and best decorated.

Ballots will be available at the 
park.

Prizes will be awarded for the 
wreaths receiving the most votes in 
each category.

The money raised from this event 
will help fund next year’s event.

Those with questions can contact 
the Park Department at 774-203-
1865.

GEORGE W. RHODES can be 

reached at 508-236-0432.

‘Holiday Happening’ celebration  
set for Dec. 4 in Attleboro
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The Attleboro “Holiday Happening” parade, 

which was not held last year due to the 

pandemic, will return on Dec. 4. Above, 

Santa acknowledges his fans during a 

previous parade.
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