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Today: Light snow 
(POP 80%). High 34. 
Feels like 23.
Tonight: Cloudy 
periods. Low 25.
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CITY & TOWN

Solar arrays coming 
to parking lots in At-
tleboro. A3 

ENTERTAINMENT

‘Existential’ has 
been named word 
of the year. B4 

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

Area public works departments said they han-
dled the first snow of the season with little prob-
lem Sunday night and early Monday morning, but 
there is a concern about a lack of plow drivers for 
big storms.

Public works officials said they have been hav-
ing trouble hiring enough plowing contractors in 
recent years and the shortage seems to be through-
out the area.

The contractors are in addition to the staff at 

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — A two-
alarm fire broke out in an apart-
ment house on Smith Street late 
Monday afternoon, displacing at 
least three people and a dog, offi-
cials said.

The fire was reported about 
4 p.m. at the 2 1/2-story house at 268 
Smith St.

“Smoke was showing from that 
window,” Deputy Fire Chief Mike 
Chabot said at the scene, pointing to 
a large window on the second floor 
of the house.

“They got up there and put the 
fire out,” he said of firefighters’ 
efforts.

The blaze was declared under 
control in about 20 minutes as 
firefighters attacked the fire with 
a hose line soon after arriving, 
Chabot said.

“It was a quick knockdown,” he 
said.

Firefighters checked the house 
but found no one inside and checked 
other areas of the house to make 
sure the fire did not spread, Chabot 
said.

A North Attleboro truck extended 

Two-alarm fire damages 
North apartment house

PHOTOS BY MARK STOCKWELL/THE SUN CHRONICLE

A home at 268 Smith St. in North Attleboro was damaged in a two-alarm fire late Monday afternoon. Most of the damage was con-

fined to the second floor. Attleboro and Plainville fire departments responded as well.

Blaze displaces three residents; cause under investigation

A firefighter checks out the home at 268 Smith St. in North Attleboro. A fire department 

official says the blaze was knocked down in about 20 minutes.

Plow 

drivers 

needed
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The city is hoping its sign in downtown Attleboro will help 

alleviate a shortage of plow drivers.

Area shortage 
could hamper 

removal efforts if 
big storm hits

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

The area weathered its first blow from winter 
Sunday and Monday with few problems, but was 
gearing up for another shot of 
snow overnight Monday into 
Tuesday.

Roads were wet and slick 
Monday morning but mainly 
clear for the commuter rush hour following the 
season’s first snowfall.

Three inches were recorded in Attleboro, ac-
cording to the city water department.

In Norton, 3.2 inches of snow fell and 3 inches 

Season’s first 
storm promises 
one-two punch
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John Daley shovels snow in front of his Bank Street home 

in Attleboro on Monday afternoon.

OTHER AREAS 

of region had it 

much worse. A8
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SEE FIRE, PAGE A2 E  

By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

PAWTUCKET — City officials and 
a developer are proposing a $400 
million downtown redevelopment 
project centered around a 7,500-
seat multi-use stadium that it is 
hoped will become home to a minor 
league soccer team.

Big plans for Pawtucket

CITY OF PAWTUCKET 

The proposed Tidewater Landing project.

$400M proposal 
unveiled, includes 
soccer stadium

SEE PAWTUCKET, PAGE A2 E  


