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WASHINGTON — Republicans 
inched closer to a narrow House 
majority Wednesday, while 
control of the Senate hinged on 
a few tight races in a midterm 
election that defied expecta-
tions of sweeping conservative 
victories driven by frustration 
over inflation and President Joe 
Biden’s leadership.

Either party could secure a 
Senate majority with wins in 
both Nevada and Arizona — 
where the races were too early 
to call. But there was a strong 
possibility that, for the second 
time in two years, the Senate 
majority could come down to 
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ATTLEBORO — On a crisp 
Wednesday morning, May-
or Paul Heroux stood in the 
leaf-strewn backyard of his 
red-shingled 18th-century 
cottage and basked in the glow 
of victory.

The 46-year-old Democrat 
said in a post-election press 
conference that his slender win 
over veteran Republican Bristol 
County Sheriff Thomas Hodg-
son on Tuesday came down to 
the fact that the area’s voters 
recognized “it was time for a 
change.”

And he said he will move to 
implement the policies in the 
county’s correctional system 
that he campaigned on.

“I am tired, but I am glad 
that it is over,” Heroux said, 

admitting he’d only gotten to 
sleep at 4:30 Wednesday morn-
ing.

He compared his win to his 
first run for mayor, defeating 
seven-term incumbent Kevin 
Dumas.

“Just like five years ago 
when I knocked off the sec-
ond-longest serving mayor 
of Attleboro, it was time for 
change and people were ready,” 
Heroux said.

Chatty and smiling, Her-
oux said as he faced a gaggle 

‘Time for change’
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One day after Attleboro Mayor Paul Heroux defeated incumbent Bristol County Sheriff Tom Hodgson in a very tight race, he held 

a press conference outside his Attleboro home.

Heroux reflects on winning campaign for 
sheriff, discusses plans for exit as mayor
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Attleboro Mayor Paul Heroux brought his pet dog, Sashi, out to meet the 

media Wednesday following his victory in the Bristol County sheriff’s race.

By STEPHEN PETERSON
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State Sen. Becca Rausch 
has successfully fought back 
a re-election challenge from 
Republican state Rep. Shawn 
Dooley for the Norfolk, Bristol 
and Middlesex District, which 
includes Plainville, Wrentham 
and Norfolk.

It was one of three area races 
for a Senate seat in Tuesday’s 
election but drew the most inter-
est, and was also one of the more 
closely watched and financed 
Senate races in the entire state.

Rausch, D-Needham, won a 
third two-year term, receiving 
41,257 votes, or 54.8%, to Dooley’s 
34,061, or 45.2%.

State Sen. Paul Feeney, 
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State Sen. Becca Rausch and her 

challenger, state Rep. Shawn Dooley
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B
ob Lanpher was work-
ing at the poll at North 
Attleboro High School 

during Tuesday’s state elec-
tion, and says it was “busy all 
day.”

“The line for voters nearly 
wrapped around the inside of 
the gym around dinner time,” 
Lanpher said in an email to 
The Sun Chronicle.

He went on to speculate over 
what drew the large turnout.

“Was it one of the questions? 
Or the sheriff race? Or some-
thing else?” Lanpher asked. 
“We had processed a large 
amount of early votes. Hadn’t 
really expected this many in 
person voters.”

So why the big turnout? That 
question is hard to pin down as 
it likely was all those reasons 
and then some, area election 
officials say.

In North Attleboro, of 22,379 
registered voters, 11,030 — 
roughly half — cast ballots.

The elections office mailed 
out roughly 5,500 mail ballots 
and over 3,350 were returned. 
Also, over 700 cast ballots early 
in-person.

Attleboro saw 15,456 of the 
city’s 33,091 registered voters, 
or 47%, cast ballots. Some 1,056 
voted early in-person and there 
were several thousand mail 
ballots.

A total of 78,719, or a little 
over half the nearly 150,000 

Over half of area voters cast ballots
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Plainville residents vote Tuesday at the public safety building. SEE TURNOUT, PAGE A2 E  SEE SENATE, PAGE A2 E  
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