
Foxboro:  508-543-5321 
Norfolk:  508-528-4900 
Plainville: 508-643-0900

CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT

PRIME minus .50% for Life!
Call Loan Line 877-369-3331

NMLS#644159. Equity Line rate monthly variable @ month-end WSJ Prime Rate minus .50%, fl oor = 2.75% apr, ceiling = 12% apr, FoxFed chrg cking req., $500 24-mnt termination fee, single-family only, other fees may apply.

Apply Online: 

Saturday – Sunday, March 21-22, 2020  thesunchronicle.com $3

Pass some time with our new  
puzzle and games special section. 

FLYERS 

INSIDE

8

Home delivery 
$5.50 per week 
508-222-4091

Advice ....................B6
Classified ...............D1
Comics ...................B4
Puzzles ..........D1 & D3
Real Estate .............D1
Obituaries ..............B3

Today: Variable 
cloudiness. High 46.
Tonight: Clear.
Low 25.

A6

CITY & TOWN

City sees another 
marijuana-related 
assault. B1 

SPORTS

Meet Mansfield’s 
sharpshooting 
Mancinis. C1 

HEATING OIL, AIR CONDITIONING & PROPANE / EST. 1873

W.H. RILEY & SON
 INC.

North Attleboro 508-699-4651  |  Taunton 508-822-1282  |  WWW.WHRILEY.COM

Your Local Source for...

Complete Heating & 

Cooling Services.

Your Family’s Comfort is 

Our Number One Concern!
You Can Rely On Riley!

The Sun Chronicle

By GEORGE W. RHODES    grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

Man sings ‘You Are My Sunshine’ to 

partner in care facility in the rain. A3

US virus testing faces lab supply short-

ages. A5

Three states lock down 70 million peo-

ple in fight against virus spread. A5

First death from COVID-19 confirmed in 

Massachusetts. A6

R.I. activates National Guard. A6

Attleboro area churches livestreaming 

services. B1

Legislature to take up bill to provide 

election relief to Attleboro area and 

beyond. B1

Bristol County sheriff says no to releas-

ing prisoners in response to virus. B1

Mansfield food pantry changes proto-

col. B2

Attleboro officials livestream coronavi-

rus discussions, B3

Tips from experts about working from 

home. D4

MORE ON CORONAVIRUS

OUR SILENT SPRING

MARK STOCKWELL / THE SUN CHRONICLE

Even though high school spring sports practices are canceled until school resumes, some student-athletes, like Mansfield High School junior Thomas Norton, a member 

of the school’s varsity lacrosse team, are practicing on their own. Here, Norton works out Wednesday on a field adjacent to the high school.

After winter’s chill, warmer days draw New Englanders from their homes with renewed energy and activity.  

But, this year, the coronavirus has brought an eerie quiet to the hubbub of daily life. It’s a profound  

stillness reverberating across the world and here at home in our backyards, ballfields and playgrounds.

T
he vernal equinox crept in quietly just 
before midnight Thursday marking the mo-
ment winter died and spring was born.

It’s the moment that the world turns 
toward warmth and begins building toward 

budding trees, blooming flowers, bright sun and new 
life accompanied by the eons-old chorus of wetland 
tree frogs and the less old, but equally energizing, 
tumult of kids on baseball diamonds and soccer fields.

But this year, it’s a 
silent spring.

Not the kind feared 
by Rachel Carson in 1962 
when she wrote a book of 
that name which warned 
that pesticides could 

bring a profound and deadly quiet to the natural world 
at time when it’s supposed to teem with renewed ener-
gy and life.

This silence consists of a profound and deadly quiet 
on the human world at a time it’s supposed to teem 
with new energy and life.

It’s a silence imposed by an insidious virus let loose 
in the land.

It’s called coronavirus and it’s coursing its way 
across oceans and continents and seeping into every 
nation, state, city and street.

It kills some, makes some very sick and, strangely, 
hardly affects others.

But it’s highly contagious and dangerous, espe-
cially for senior citizens and those with underlying 
medical conditions.

It’s so dangerous, cities and towns, states and 

D
ifficult times call for 
difficult decisions 
and you can bet just 

about every business in 
our area — from the small 
pizza shop owner to the 
execs at the major corpo-
rations and chainstores 
— are facing the same thing today as the 
coronavirus pandemic sweeps the nation.

The Sun Chronicle is no different.
Today readers will notice the lack of 

The Break, our Weekend Edition life-
style section. This is a direct result of us 
trimming costs as we work through this 

difficult time.
Many of our loyal ad-

vertisers have been forced 
to shutdown or seriously 
curtail their business so, 
of course, it’s understand-
able that they can’t, at this 
time, advertise.

But The Sun Chronicle remains com-
mitted to publishing a daily newspaper, 
e-edition and its website throughout this 
trying time. We are providing free access 
on the coronavirus crisis on our website. 

You can locate the virus-related stories 

Follow The Sun Chronicle’s 

continuing local coverage of 

the coronavirus pandemic at 

thesunchronicle.com/news/

coronavirus

SEE SPRING, PAGE A2 E  

Our commitment to readers

Craig Borges

SEE BORGES, PAGE A3 E  


