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By STEPHEN PETERSON
speterson@thesunchronicle.com

Several area school systems and 
other institutions are recipients of 
new state grants to train high school 
students and adults to join the modern 
workforce.

More than $32 million has been ear-
marked by the state to expand training 
opportunities not only to help job seek-
ers but businesses in desperate need of 
workers for growing industries.

More than $22 million in Skills 
Capital grants has been awarded to 
educational institutions to modernize 
equipment and expand enrollment, and 
$10 million allocated to high schools to 
expand the Career Technical Initiative 
program that trains students.

The breakdown of grants for area 
schools is as follows:

Skills Capital grants

Attleboro High School: $150,000 for ro-
botics and automation technology and 
heating/ventilation/air conditioning 
programs.

Dighton-Rehoboth Regional High School: 
$105,300 for its automotive technology 
program.

The school will update equipment 
to launch an adult training program 
offered in the evenings and during the 
summer.

Southeastern Regional Vocational Tech-

nical High School, Easton: $499,837.
The school will purchase diesel 

technology and Advanced Driver As-
sistance System calibration equipment 
to increase capacity in the automotive 
technology and automotive collision 
and repair programs. The equipment 
will be used to convert an existing 
building into a diesel technology 

By JIMMY GOLEN
Associated Press

BOSTON — Bill Russell redefined 
how basketball is played, and then he 
changed the way sports are viewed in a 
racially divided country.

The most prolific winner in NBA histo-
ry, Russell marched with Martin Luther 
King Jr., stood with Muhammad Ali and 

received the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom from President Barack Obama. The 
centerpiece of the Boston Celtics dynasty 
that won 11 championships in 13 years, 
Russell earned his last two NBA titles as 
a player-coach — the first Black coach in 
any major U.S. sport.

Russell died Sunday at the age of 
88, with his wife, Jeannine, at his side, 
his family said in a statement posted 
on social media. No cause of death was 
immediately available; Russell, who had 
been living in the Seattle area, was not 
well enough to present the NBA Finals 
MVP trophy in June due to a long illness.

“We hope each of us can find a new 
way to act or speak up with Bill’s uncom-

promising, dignified and always construc-
tive commitment to principle,” the family 
said. “That would be one last, and lasting, 
win for our beloved #6.”

A Hall of Famer, five-time Most Valu-
able Player and 12-time All-Star, Russell 
in 1980 was voted the greatest player in 
the NBA history by basketball writers. He 
remains the sport’s most decorated cham-
pion — he also won two college titles and 
an Olympic gold medal — and an arche-
type of selflessness who won with defense 
and rebounding while others racked up 
gaudy scoring totals.

Often, that meant Wilt Chamberlain, 
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Attleboro High School is among the 

area schools and institutions getting 

grants from the state for worker 

training. AHS will use the grant for its 

robotics and engineering program. 

Above, robotics and engineering 

student Brady McDonald makes an 

adjustment on a robot during an 

exhibit in January 2020.
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get millions 
to help with 

training
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‘The world has lost a legend’

Blanding Library 
combines art with 

classics for a 
townwide literary 

challenge
By NATASHA CONNOLLY
nconnolly@thesunchronicle.com

REHOBOTH — Residents have 
likely already noticed them 
around town — 4-by-6 foot 
reproductions of the covers of 
classic books.

But these literary artworks 
are not just for show. They were 
put up by Rehoboth’s Blanding 
Free Public Library as part 
of the “Great Rehoboth Book 
Hunt” organized by the library 
and taking place this summer.

Starting early last month, 
library officials have been plac-
ing two book covers per week in 
locations around town, challeng-
ing town residents to find them 
all. As of July 30, nine of a total 
of 15 were created for the event.

Individuals wishing to par-
ticipate in the hunt can stop by 
the library at 124 State Road to 
pick up a passport. Collect one 
stamp per location for a total 
of 15 stamps and be eligible for 
prizes including a goody bag 
and a $100 gift certificate to An 
Unlikely Story Cafe and Book-

store in Plainville.
Clues as to the location of 

each book can be found at reho-
bothantiquarian.org/blanding-li-
brary/the-great-rehoboth-book-
hunt, or through the library’s 
social media pages.

“Originally, I hoped the 
Book Hunt would remind people 
about the resources the library 
provides for them and generate 

In Rehoboth,  
the hunt is on
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Boston Celtics legend Bill Russell, shown standing court side during a 2013 tribute in his honor in Boston, died on Sunday. 

Russell anchored a Boston Celtics dynasty that won 11 titles in 13 years.

By THOMAS BEAUMONT
Associated Press

OLATHE, Kan.  — A rare Democrat in a deeply 
Republican state, U.S. Rep. Sharice Davids of 
Kansas is one of the most vulnerable incumbents 
seeking reelection this year. In the final months 
of her congressional campaign, she is focusing on 
Republicans’ strict opposition to abortion rights.

An online ad she released last week highlights 
how Amanda Adkins, the Republican favored to 
emerge from Tuesday’s primary for a rematch 
with Davids in November, opposed abortion without 
exceptions. The ad points to Adkins’ support of an 
amendment to the Kansas Constitution on the ballot 
Tuesday that would make clear there is no right to 
abortion in the states.

“There were a lot of people who would not have 
known that I have an opponent who is extreme on 
this issue,” Davids, who beat Adkins in 2020, said in 
an interview. “It’s not hypothetical anymore.”

That’s a sign of how the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion in June to repeal a woman’s federal constitu-
tional right to abortion has scrambled the political 
dynamics heading into the fall elections, when 
control of Congress is at stake. A half-dozen of the 
most vulnerable House members — all of them 
women, all representing swaths of suburban voters 
— see the issue as one that could help them win in 
an otherwise difficult political climate.

In addition to Davids, these incumbents include 
Reps. Angie Craig of Minnesota, Cindy Axne of 
Iowa, Elissa Slotkin of Michigan, Abigail Spanberg-
er and Elaine Luria of Virginia, and Susan Wilds of 
Pennsylvania. They all face Republican opponents 
who support the high court’s abortion ruling. Some 
are contending with rivals who back efforts to ban 
abortion in all circumstances, including when the 
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Whitney Pape, director of the 

Blanding Free Public Library 

in Rehoboth, stands before 

a painting of the cover of 

the classic children’s book 

“Madeline” by Ludwig Bemel-

mans.
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