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Woman expected to re-
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By TOM REILLY
treilly@thesunchronicle.com

A flock of local projects are due funding from 
the huge development package signed by Gov. 
Charlie Baker earlier this month.

In the Sun Chronicle area, portions of the $3.76 
billion Economic Development Bill will include 
funding ranging from a skate park in Foxboro to 
an “industrial development initia-
tive” in Attleboro.

“As costs remain high, and our 
economy faces an uncertain future, 
this agreement will help ease finan-
cial strain and make common sense 
investments in the future that will 
benefit the day to day lives of our 
residents,” state Sen. Paul R. Fee-
ney, D-Foxboro, said in announcing 
the local projects.

Versions of the bill passed the 
House and Senate over the summer 
but a conference committee only 
came up with a final bill Nov. 2. It 
was signed by Baker Nov. 3.

“As our state revenue continues 
to exceed projections, it only makes 
sense to give back to the people of Massachusetts 
to alleviate some of the financial strain so many of 
us are facing,” Feeney said.

Local lawmakers, Feeney noted, added amend-
ments to the package aimed at funding the local 
projects.

In Foxboro, the bill includes $500,000 for the 
construction of 200 affordable senior housing units 
and improvements to safety conditions at the in-
tersection of Walnut and Commercial streets.

Economic bill 
includes funding 

for multiple  
local projects

State. Sen. 

Paul Feeney

Money 
on its 
way
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Melissa Leye, and Trenise Billups, right, place flowers at a memorial outside of Club Q on Monday, in Colorado 

Springs, Colo., following Saturday’s shooting that killed five people and left many others wounded.

By JESSE BEDAYN
Associated Press/Report for America

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 

O
n a typical night at Club Q, a bastion for 
LGBTQ people in the largely conservative 
city of Colorado Springs, Daniel Aston could 

be seen letting loose and sliding across the stage 
on his knees tailed by his mullet to whoops and 
hollers.

The venue provided Aston, a 28-year-old 
transgender man and the 
self-proclaimed “Master of Silly 
Business,” with the liberating 
performances he had long 
sought. But on Saturday, it 
became the site of the latest 

mass shooting in the U.S. when a gunman with a 
semiautomatic rifle opened fire and killed Aston 
and four others. Twenty-five others were injured.

His mother, Sabrina Aston, vacillated between 
past and present tense as she discussed her son 
Sunday night in their Colorado Springs home. 
Aston’s father, Jeff Aston, sat nearby listening to 
his wife’s stories and alternating between tightly 
clasping his hands and cupping his forehead.

Family of Colorado shooting victim in disbelief

JEFF ASTON VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Daniel Aston, 28, was one of five people killed when a gunman opened 

fire in a gay nightclub in Colorado Springs, Colo., on Saturday night.

TRAGEDY IN COLORADO

Shooting suspect 

faces murder, 

hate crime 

charges. A5

‘I keep thinking it’s a mistake’

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — The city police 
department is teaming up with the 
Manet Community Health Center 
to expand outreach and support 
efforts to individuals after non-fatal 

overdoses in order to prevent opioid 
deaths.

The nonprofit mental health and 
substance abuse center at 8 North 
Main St., is able to work in conjunc-
tion with the Attleboro Police Depart-
ment due to a grant from the state 
Department of Public Health.

The grant will fund post-overdose 
support teams to respond soon after 
a non-fatal overdose to help overdose 
survivors, their families or others in 
their households to get education and 
other services to reduce their risk of 
future overdose.

The grant is for $135,000 through 

June and another $157,000 through 
September 2024, and Manet can apply 
for more state funding afterward, 
according to a spokeswoman for the 
center.

Manet already has teams working 

Manet health center, Attleboro police team up for new outreach program

Deal closed on 

affordable 

housing 

project in 

Attleboro. A3

Joining forces to prevent overdose deaths

Attleboro Police Chief 

Kyle Heagney

By MADDIE BURAKOFF
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — If you’re cooking a meal 
for Thanksgiving or just showing up 
to feast, you’re part of a long human 
history — one that’s older than our own 
species.

Some scientists estimate our early 

human cousins may have been using fire 
to cook their food almost 2 million years 
ago, long before Homo sapiens showed up.

And a recent study found what could be 
the earliest known evidence of this rudi-
mentary cooking: the leftovers of a roast-
ed carp dinner from 780,000 years ago.

Cooking food marked more than just 
a lifestyle change for our ancestors. It 

helped fuel our evolution, give us bigger 
brains — and later down the line, would 
become the centerpiece of the feast-
ing rituals that brought communities 
together.

“The story of human evolution has 
appeared to be the story of what we eat,” 

Recent study says holding feasts part of history older than our species This illustration 

depicts hominins 

preparing Luciobar-

bus longiceps fish 

on the shores of an 

ancient lake, known 

as Lake Hula. 
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How cooking, gathering made us human
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