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By GEORGE W. RHODES
grhodes@thesunchronicle.com

ATTLEBORO — A city-based 
thoroughbred horse trainer with 
a checkered professional record 
is hoping to open a marijuana 
growing business in Attleboro.

Marcus J. Vitali has raced 
horses from Massachusetts to 
Florida for more than 30 years, 
but in the last five years has been 
suspended from his profession 
twice, once for four months and 
the second time for a year.

All told, he started horses in 

5,635 races and has had 888 first 
place finishes, garnering a total 
purse of $14.6 million over his ca-
reer, according to equibase.com.

Vitali, 59, started his career 
in 1988, but didn’t gain a lot of 
success until 2008, which was the 
first year his horses took home 

more than $500,000 in prize mon-
ey, according to the website.

And from 2013 through 2016, his 
horses won more than $1 million 
each year and more than $2.5 
million in 2015.

But there’s been trouble.
Last summer Vitali was 

suspended for one year and fined 
$2,500 by the Delaware Thor-

oughbred Racing Commission 
after the commission said he 
“interfered with and impeded” an 
investigation at Delaware Park in 
Wilmington, Del.

According to published reports 
and DTRC documents, investiga-
tors were searching the home of a 

Horse trainer with tainted past eyes city pot farm
Marcus Vitali has been suspended twice in last five years

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

DEDHAM — A Plainville man charged with 
murdering his mother last October is undergoing 
psychiatric treatment at Bridgewater State Hospi-
tal and will be examined to determine whether he 
is competent to stand trial, officials said.

Sean E. Murphy, 21, was scheduled for arraign-
ment Monday in Dedham Superior Court but the 
proceedings were continued to next month. Judge 
Robert Cosgrove entered a not guilty plea for Mur-
phy, who was not in the courtroom.

Exam 
ordered 
for Sean 
Murphy 
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Sean Murphy is arraigned last October in Wrentham 

District Court.

Trial competency 
to be determined 
for man accused 
of killing mother

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

T
ired of seeing empty nip 
bottles littering roadsides, 
environmentalists and leg-

islators are teaming up to try to 
impose a 5-cent deposit require-
ment on the containers.

Advocates for the bill, includ-
ing a bipartisan group of five 
area lawmakers, say nip bottles 
are a major source of litter.

One Cape Cod group estimated 
nips made up 30 percent of the 
trash it collected during a recent 
roadside cleanup day.

On Monday, a Sun Chronicle 
reporter found 11 nip bottles 
in the gutter along a one-block 
stretch of Park Street in Attle-
boro, between Union and Pine 
streets and near Attleboro Wine 
and Spirits.

Under the bill, nips would be 
defined as a beverage bottle of 100 
milliliters or less.

Backers said the deposits 
could discourage customers from 
throwing the empty nips out of 
their cars while driving, or at 
least encourage people who go 
around collecting bottles for the 
deposit money to pick up the nips.

The bill’s chief sponsor is state 
Rep. Randy Hunt, R-Sandwich, 
but cosponsors include Reps. 
Jim Hawkins, D-Attleboro, Betty 
Poirier, R-North Attleboro, Jay 
Barrows, R-Mansfield, Steven 
Howitt, R-Seekonk, and Sen. Paul 
Feeney, D-Foxboro.

“I am a founding member of 
Keep Mansfield Beautiful as well 
as a former director of Keep Mas-
sachusetts Beautiful,” Barrows 
said. “I have seen firsthand the 
number of nip bottles littered 
everywhere. Maybe this might 

Area lawmakers back 5-cent deposit on nip bottles
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A nip bottle lies in the gutter on Park Street in downtown Attleboro.

RACE FOR THE PRESIDENCY
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Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., speaks Monday at a campaign event in Manchester, N.H.

By EVAN HALPER
Los Angeles Times

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Democrats’ 
hopes that New Hampshire voters 
might bring clarity to the chaotic 
fight for their party’s presidential 
nomination were fading Monday as 
the state’s primary election neared, 
with the wide swath of voters seek-
ing a moderate candidate continuing 
to resist coalescing behind any one 
contender.

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders 
seems to be solidifying his support 
among voters on the party’s left, 
boxing out Sen. Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts, according to multiple 
polls of the state’s voters, but the 
battle among centrists to leave New 
Hampshire as the clear alternative 
to him appears likely to continue 

long after candidates exit the state.
“This is just getting started,” for-

mer Vice President Joe Biden said in 
an interview Monday on CBS’ “This 
Morning.”

Biden’s plunge in support in the 
days leading up to Tuesday’s prima-
ry here has left the moderate lane 

Dems struggle to narrow 
field as NH prepares to vote
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Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., holds a rally Monday 

at Keene (N.H.) State College.
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TRUMP LOOKS to ‘shake up the Dems’ 

with New Hampshire rally. A5


