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THE BEGINNING

T
his is the first of three spe-

cial section marking Attleboro’s 

centennial as a city. 

Coming in August will be a pic-

torial history of the city along with 

front pages of historic significance. 

And early in September, look for a special section pre-

viewing the Sept. 6 picnic, parade and fireworks. That 

section will also include commentaries from city offi-

cials, dignitaries and ordinary citizens on “Why I love 

Attleboro.”

The Sun Chronicle wishes to acknowledge May-

or Kevin Dumas as a major sponsor of this special sec-

tion. His message to the city appears on the back page.

Celebrating 
100 years

Shown are two views of old-time Attleboro. Above, Park Street 
looking toward the Bronson Building at what is now known as 

Charles FIske Square and at right, the old Briggs Hotel 
on South Main Street.

On the cover: The Mill Street Diner, which was also known
as the Franklin Street Diner, in 1961

Photos used in this section are from the 
archives of the Attleboro Area Industrial 

Museum; the Attleboro Public Library and 
The Sun Chronicle

highlandcountryclubattleboro.com   |   104 Mechanic Street, Attleboro   |   508-222-0569

508-222-0569, ext. 22 

or email Peter Gay at pgay@northtv.net
Call now!

Highland is Celebrating Highland is Celebrating 

ATTLEBORO’S ATTLEBORO’S 
CENTENNIALCENTENNIAL

with ourwith our

BEST NEW MEMBER PROMOTION EVER!BEST NEW MEMBER PROMOTION EVER!

Since 1901, the Area’s Premier Golf and Banquet Facility!

►   Join any time after 9/1* for just a $500 bond payment

►  No dues in 2014

►   No monthly capital assesssments in 2014 and 2015

►   No monthly food minimum in 2014. 

►  50% off  the monthly food minimum in 2015

►  Pay only ten months of dues in 2015 & 2016

►  No monthly capital assessments in 2016

*  Th e same promotion applies to members joining before 9/1, but 

includes monthly dues for the months of July and/or August
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THE BEGINNING

A
midst an incred-

ible boom of fac-

tory creation and 

population growth 

in the first decade 

of the last century, 

the idea of converting the town of 

Attleborough into a city took hold. 

Voters agreed with the idea at two 

town meetings. They agreed again 

in a special election. All three times 

the board of selectmen refused to 

advance a city charter.

The wheels toward cityhood for 

Attleboro finally stopped spinning 

shortly after 5 p.m. June 16, 1914.

That, according to the next 

day’s Attleboro Sun, was when 

Gov. David I. Walsh signed an es-

sential piece of paper.

“The Attleboro city charter is 

now a law,” said the lead head-

line of the June 17, 1914 Sun. The 

story below it reported “Gov. Da-

vid I. Walsh affixed his signature 

and the bill now awaits approval or 

disapproval of the town.”

The road to this juncture had 

been slow and frustrating for char-

ter advocates. Backdropping the 

two town meeting votes and the 

special election had come two 

years of study by a “Committee of 

Seven” and another year of study 

by a “Committee of 26” — all to 

no avail.

But traction was provided by 

the governor’s signature. And it 

came in a surge.

� Less than five months later, 

on Nov. 3, some 80 percent of the 

eligible voters turned out for the 

state election and accepted the ref-

erendum to accept the city charter 

by a 2-1 margin.

� Five weeks after that, a near-

ly unbelievable 96 percent of the 

eligible voters participated in At-

tleboro’s very first city election. 

On Dec. 8, they chose Harold E. 

Sweet as the first mayor, by a 3-1 

margin, and selected a panel of in-

dustrialists, lawyers, businessmen 

and professionals as the first city 

council. Hundreds of them cele-

brated that night in a torchlight 

parade to Sweet’s home.

� A month later, a thousand 

residents packed into the then new 

Attleboro High School on Coun-

ty Street to see Sweet and the first 

city council inaugurated. The first 

council meeting followed. City-

hood had arrived with the Nov. 3 

charter vote. City government first 

went to work with full authority 

on Jan. 5, 1915.

The runup
The pen that Democrat Walsh 

had used to sign the Attleboro city 

charter legislation was presented to 

Attleboro’s Republican state repre-

sentative, George Worrall, in rec-

ognition of his efforts in advanc-

ing the bill. But for Worrall grab-

bing the bull by the horns, there’s 

no telling how long Attleborough 

would have remained in a cycle of 

voting for cityhood while remain-

ing a town.

When the 20th century ar-

rived 14 years earlier, it brought a 

host of new pressures on a town 

government in which the legisla-

tive powers were invested in town 

meeting — open to any registered 

voter; meaning, at the time, any 

male over age 21 who had his poll 

tax paid up to date — and the ex-

ecutive powers were shared by 

three members of the board of se-

lectmen and by such other officials 

as the school committee, board of 

fire engineers and the overseers of 

the poor, all of them subject to an-

nual election.

In the first decade of the 

1900s, the number of factories 

in the town soared and the man-

ufacturing output doubled. The 

work force attracted to the indus-

trial dynamo located where the 

main railroad line along Ameri-

ca’s Eastern Seaboard crossed the 

Ten Mile River, boosted the pop-

ulation by 43 percent — a town 

of 11,000 residents had grown to 

more than 18,000 by 1914. They 

called it “the Hub of the Jewelry 

World,” but jewelry accounted for 

only half the output, with textile 

manufacturing, tool manufactur-

ing and other industries account-

ing for the rest.

Accommodating this indus-

trial and population growth in-

volved tremendous changes in 

what would be called the infra-

structure of the city today. On his 

re-election as president of the At-

tleboro Board of Trade in ear-

ly 1914, famed inventor and indus-

trialist Frank Mossberg noted that 

this “city-sized town” had built a 

new high school and Capron Park, 

while also eliminating grade cross-

ings, which involved elevating the 

railroad tracks on arches built in 

the center city. A “well-equipped” 

Sturdy Memorial Hospital had 

opened the year before. The 

YMCA had developed a “splen-

did” reputation and The Sun was 

“a live and hustling newspaper.”

A town becomes a city

View of the Attleboro Common and the old and new Second Congregational Church.

A slow and frustrating start to a

municipality’s future finally gets 

moved along by the governor

BY MARK FLANAGAN   I   SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

SEE 100TH, PAGE 4 �
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Mossberg might well have also mentioned 

that the Attleboro Public Library and Attle-

boro’s red-brick elementary schools — Bliss, 

Richardson, Finberg, Tiffany, Lincoln and 

Washington — were also built during this 

period. But while the selectmen/town meet-

ing system was getting the tasks done dur-

ing the Attleboro boom, many leaders were 

thinking “there has to be a better way.”

The idea of cityhood had gained force by 

1911, when the town formed a “Commit-

tee of Seven” to study the question of a char-

ter. A year later, the seven were supplanted 

by a “Committee of 26.” Between them, the 

two committees put forth three charter ques-

tions to the town. All were passed. All end-

ed up in limbo.

Town meeting had approved pro-city-

hood articles on Dec. 30, 1912, and again 

on Jan. 6, 1913. The third approval came in 

a special election on Dec. 9, 1913. Out of 

the town’s approximately 3,400 voters, some 

1,156 participated in the referendum. They 

backed cityhood decisively, 760 to 396 votes.

But a menu of three different city govern-

ment styles had been placed before the vot-

ers. A mayor-council proposal was backed 

by 311 voters, while 307 backed a slight-

ly different proposal. The other 142 pro-city 

votes went to a plan that would have kept the 

board of selectmen, but empower it to ap-

point a city manager.

Nothing happened. In subsequent edito-

rials, The Sun rued that the election regis-

trars had refused to certify the vote and se-

lectmen refused to fulfill the voters’ wishes, 

contending that arguments about “the defi-

nition of majority” prevented implementation 

of the vote.

The deadlock would be broken by the 

town’s Republican state rep by taking the 

question out of the town hall arena and in-

to the Statehouse. On Jan. 16, 1914, a front-

page headline in The Sun read “Worrall 

files city petition.” The rep had beaten that 

year’s Jan. 17 deadline for filing new legisla-

tion by submitting a petition for a city char-

ter, though it was not accompanied with a 

specific “advertised” bill, as required by the 

rules of the Legislature.

Only a week later, a Sun headline read 

“Attleboro charter gets by rules.” The com-

mittee had met behind closed doors and vot-

ed to suspend the rule requiring the advertis-

ing of the specific bill. The Sun’s explanation 

from Worrall: The bill was not advertised 

because there was no one in authority in the 

town to attend to it in detail.

In the interim, The Sun had made note 

that state Rep. Joseph Martin, R-North At-

tleboro, was House chairman of the commit-

tee on cities and a member of the committee 

on rules, the two panels that were most cru-

cial to advancing Worrall’s petition. As pub-

lisher of The North Attleboro Chronicle, 

Martin might be perceived as a likely rival, 

but he had started his career on the public 

stage as a Sun reporter and throughout the 

career that would see him rise to the position 

of speaker of the U.S. House of Representa-

tives he was wildly popular with local voters. 

Martin wasn’t outspoken about cityhood, but 

it was clear that the advocates of a charter for 

Attleboro had a friend in high places.

In short order, the committee on cities 

scheduled a hearing in Attleboro on the city 

FROM PAGE 3

Hayward & Briggs factory in 1875 
before the town became a city.

SEE 100TH, PAGE 6 �
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 North Main Street, Attleboro  |  www.ColBlackintonInn.com  |  --

LU NCH IS SERV E D

Monday - Saturday: 
11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

DI N N ER IS SERV E D

Monday - Thursday:  
4 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday:
4 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: 
4 p.m. - 10 p.m.

H
aving grown up in the restaurant busi-
ness, owners Antony Canova and his 
wife Kimberly knew at an early age 
that this was what they wanted for 

a career.
Antony’s father, Luciano Canova of Luciano’s 

Restaurant in Wrentham, was the driving force 
in rejuvenating The Colonel Blackinton Inn in 
2003. Luciano instilled in his son the importance 
of cleanliness, upkeep of the gardens and the 
inn and staff commitment to an exclusive dining 
experience.

The Inn, created from a historic landmark 
known as the Blackinton Double House (circa 
1850), currently has 11 rooms to accommodate 
overnight guests and a carriage house, which 
holds up to 55 guests for exclusive gatherings. 
The historic, colonial charm provides a comfort-

able, cozy atmosphere for guests seeking a 
pleasant alternative to large hotels.

In the dining room almost everything is made 
from scratch, including sauces and dressings. 
The Canovas use local companies and farmers 
delivering fresh produce whenever possible, 
and all ground beef is prepared right here daily.

This past October, Antony and Kimberly 
celebrated their 10th anniversary as owners 
and they would like to thank the community for 
their support. The Colonel Blackinton Inn is a 
historical building and they feel it is an honor 
and an obligation to preserve its appearance 
and its integrity.

So whether you’re coming in for a meal or an 
overnight stay, the Canovas will be more than 
happy to make you feel at home here at the 
Colonel Blackinton Inn.

HAPPY 100th ANNIVERSARY ATTLEBORO

Come dine on our newly remodeled patio

Entertainment 6 nights a week

Raw bar available every Thursday, Friday 

& Saturday night

Tent space available

Join us for our Jazz Brunch every Sunday

Reservations 

are highly 

recommended
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charter question for March 13. 

While it would encourage a large 

turnout for the meeting, The Sun 

editorially regretted the chosen 

date, noting it could conflict with 

town meeting, set to start March 9 

and expected to continue for sev-

eral sessions.

When state Sen. Andrew 

Doyle of New Bedford and the 

rest of the committee on cities 

held their hearing in the Attleboro 

Board of Trade Hall, they faced an 

audience of 80 people. Not a one 

quoted in the next day’s Sun fa-

vored retention of the status quo. 

The closest was Attorney Walter 

A. Briggs. “If the change to a city 

means what it has in other places, 

let us stay a good town,” he said, 

but his remark came while he ad-

vocated that either the highest 

vote-getter among selectmen be 

named mayor or that the three se-

lectmen appoint a town manager.

Members of the Board of Trade 

favored a council-mayor plan. In-

dustrialist S.O. Bigney spoke out 

for an elected city assembly, as did 

William King. W.C. Coley said 

the board of selectmen “would 

have a different history” if expand-

ed to five members. Bigney coun-

tered with a proposal that a five-

member city council be elected, 

then elect its chairman to serve as 

mayor.

An editorial the next day, 

headlined “The City of Attle-

boro,” said that the panel would be 

framing a charter proposing “a real 

mayor with power and a small as-

sembly.” None of the backers of al-

ternate plans would be getting all 

that they wanted, said the editori-

al, but all would be getting some-

thing in terms of improved cen-

tral authority and consolidation of 

services.

Over the next three months, 

the Legislature would propose, 

adopt and send to the governor a 

bill for an Attleboro charter that 

was a revised version of the last 

city charter adopted in the state, 

for Westfield in 1899. It would 

call for a strong mayor and an 11-

member city council.

Meanwhile, The Sun’s editori-

al fears about town meeting con-

flicting with the city charter hear-

ing would prove groundless. The 

town meeting of 1914 would prove 

to be the greatest ally that city 

government advocates could have 

hoped for.

Each of the several sessions 

featured motions to reconsider ar-

ticles passed at a previous session. 

The two most contentious items 

strongly supported the argument 

that central authority was lacking.

Fisticuffs were actually threat-

ened at one town meeting ses-

sion, where a motion carried to re-

scind the appointment of Select-

man Millard Ashley as build-

ing inspector. The appointment 

had continued a practice of nam-

ing one selectman to carry out the 

day-to-day duties of the board at 

town hall and to hold a second 

town post so that he would receive 

adequate compensation. This had 

worked without complaint when a 

former selectman had also served 

FROM PAGE 4

Attleboro welcoming sign sat at the train depot proclaiming 
the city as the “Hub of the Jewelry World” in 1917.

SEE 100TH, PAGE 7 �
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Serving Pizza, Calzones, 
Seafood, Salads, Pasta...

Happy 100th Anniversary Attleboro

VOTED BEST PIZZA IN THE 2014 READERS’ CHOICE POLL

and so and so 
much more!much more!

See our take-out menu on our website

BriggsCornerPizza.com • (508) 222-6222
1123 Oakhill Avenue, Attleboro TheMediterranean-Grill.com • (508) 761-6900

595 Washington Street, South Attleboro

See our take-out menu on our website

SUMMER
DINING IS HERE
Come Join Us on our 

Beautiful
Outdoor Patio

Happy 100th Anniversary Attleboro

LUNCH MENU AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK
FRESH 
DAILY

SpecialsSpecials
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as an assessor, but local builders 

revolted over the idea of selectman 

as building inspector, calling it a 

conflict of interest.

More complicated was the mat-

ter of buying the police depart-

ment its first car. Town meet-

ing first rejected the proposal. At 

a subsequent session, it was re-

considered and passed, and the 

car was purchased. At yet anoth-

er meeting, voters reconsidered 

again, rejected the purchase and 

ordered selectmen to sell the po-

lice car at auction.

Ultimately, the motions were 

ruled out of order. Ashley stayed 

as building inspector. The police 

department kept the car.

Town meeting had proved itself 

contentious but toothless. As Gov. 

Walsh was signing the Attleboro 

charter bill, the image of town 

government was that of — as a 

Sun editorial put it — “the vaude-

ville stage.”

The Charter Election
On the eve of the state election 

of Nov. 3, 1914, state election, in 

which Attleboro’s ballot included 

a referendum on whether to accept 

a city charter, The Sun reported 

that “indications point to the larg-

est vote in Attleboro’s history.” 

The superlative had to be 

amended in the Nov. 4 paper. Par-

ticipation by 2,520 represented 

about 80 percent of the 3,400 reg-

istered voters, but fell a couple of 

hundred votes short of the record 

set in 1912. Still, it constituted the 

“largest number outside of a presi-

dential year.”

But they passed the charter by 

a more than 2-1 margin, 1,581 to 

754. 

And that fact, coupled with an 

announcement on Page 1 of the 

Nov. 4 Sun, set the stage for Attle-

boro’s first city election to be held 

on Dec. 8 — just five weeks later 

— and for the first to be the most 

engaging election in city history.

The announcement so criti-

cal to this groundswell came un-

der the headline: “Harold E. 

Sweet enters mayor’s race.” It was 

a statement signed by Sweet say-

ing that he had been asked dur-

ing the spring if he would consid-

er running for mayor if the charter 

passed. He believed it would have 

been inappropriate to say before 

the question was settled but “now 

that the charter has been adopted 

I may say in all frankness that the 

possibility of becoming the first 

mayor of Attleboro appeals to me 

… as a call to service in behalf of 

the community in which I have al-

ways lived.”

Sweet, treasurer and manag-

er of the R.F. Simmons Co. and a 

school board member, went on to 

declare that he would be aligned 

with no clique or faction, that he 

would give “careful and economic 

consideration of the city’s affairs,” 

that he had no long-term political 

ambitions and would not be estab-

lishing a political machine.

Pretty standard stuff for an an-

nouncement of candidacy, but The 

Sun — which had f loated Sweet’s 

name as an attractive candidate in 

a March editorial and described 

THE BEGINNING

SEE 100TH, PAGE 8 �

FROM PAGE 6

A clipping from The Attleboro 
Sun announcing the opening 
of Sturdy Memorial Hospital, 

which began operations 
101 years ago, in 1913.
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him as a perfect match for the 

mayor’s job in a May editorial — 

gushed over the announcement 

in a Nov. 5 editorial: “The City 

of Attleboro will be frankly puz-

zled tonight whether the news of 

its acceptance of the charter or the 

news of Harold E. Sweet’s candi-

dacy for mayor is of more impor-

tance ... Mr. Sweet combines the 

qualities of Attleboro’s first may-

or to such a degree that arguments 

seem vain … Attleboro is fortu-

nate that this first test of the char-

ter has proved so successful. It will 

be well if the council candidates 

appear as promising.”

On the same front page as 

Sweet’s announcement appeared 

a story speculating on who else 

might run for mayor. Ten names 

were f loated. The story also 

named 10 potential candidates for 

the first city council.

First City Election
Following acceptance of the 

charter, town officials had to race 

to re-divide the three voting pre-

cincts into five wards and to ap-

point election officials for the 

first city election. While that was 

quickly being done, the list of 10 

potential challengers for mayor 

shrank to one. James H. Leedham, 

a lawyer, first-term selectman and 

former water commissioner, would 

ultimately offer himself up as the 

sacrificial lamb to the Sweet jug-

gernaut, an army that ranged from 

his fellow members at Highland 

Country Club to wage-earners 

who admired his company’s treat-

ment of workers. The list of 10 po-

tential council candidates would 

rise and rise and rise and fall, lev-

eling out at 30 vying for five ward 

seats and six at-large openings.

Election day was ushered in on 

a series of rallies. Every night can-

didates and supporters were gath-

ering in rented halls or on street 

corners to press for votes. 

Sweet vs. Leedham was the 

main event on Dec. 8, 1914, even 

if there was little if any doubt 

about the outcome. Voters al-

so faced a no-license referendum, 

one that would impose a prohibi-

tion on sales of alcohol in the city, 

as well as another on whether to 

allow one day off in five for fire-

fighters, a question described as 

moot because permanent firefight-

ers were going on Civil Service as 

a result of the city charter passing 

a month before.

The turnout was nothing short 

of amazing. Out of 3,554 regis-

tered voters, 3,442 cast ballots. 

Even though the campaigns had 

lasted but a month, election day 

was rainy and the polls were only 

open from 6 a.m.-4 p.m., 96 per-

cent of Attleboro’s eligible voters 

participated in its first city elec-

tion. And illness or absence from 

the city surely accounted for many 

of the 112 who skipped it.

“Sweet and no-license carry 

city,” said the lead headline in the 

next day’s Sun. It noted that the 

new mayor had won by a 3-1 ma-

jority and carried every ward in 

the city, two of them by approx-

imately 5-1 margins and none by 

less than 2-1.

Named as the city’s first at-

THE BEGINNING

SEE 100TH, PAGE 10 �

FROM PAGE 7

The J.M. Bates Watch Case Factory in Attleboro was among 
the many buildings destroyed in the Great Fire of 1898.
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We take pride in providing quality short-term 
rehabilitation and skilled care to the Attleboro community.

Happy 100th Anniversary, Attleboro!

Stay proud.
508-222-4182

969 Park St. 
Attleboro, MA

LCCA.com
Joint Commission accredited

First Feehan vs Attleboro game, Hayward Field, 1964

Bishop Feehan salutes the
City of Attleboro and

100 years of memories!
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Mini-Systems, Inc. is a leading manufacturer 
of precision thick and thin fi lm chip resistors, capacitors, 
metal/glass sidewall packages, custom thick fi lm hybrid 
circuits, and multi-chip modules. Since 1968, our com-
mitment to total quality and responsive customer service 
has helped us maintain this leadership status.

MSI is consistently called upon when high reliability 
and high performance are required in a broad range of 
applications including satellite, medical, spacecraft, 
and military. Our parts have been supplied for 
programs such as:

F-18 • MX • Trident • Patriot • Space Shuttle 
Voyager • Mariner • Heart Pacers

GLEN ROBERTSON
Founder & President

Since 1968

.MINI-SYSTEMS, INC.

Mini-Systems, Inc.  •  Corporate Headquarters 20 David Road, North Attleboro  •  508.695.0203  •  www.Mini-SystemsInc.com

HAPPY 100 TH AT TLEBORO!

Since our inception, we have known that understanding 
customer service and fast response is the key to 
building long-lasting customer relationships. We look 
forward to giving you a personal introduction to our 
company in the near future.

 QUALITY
• Uncompromising Product Specifi cations
• Process Integrated Quality Assurance
• Advanced Testing Equipment and Facilities

 RELIABILITY
• Established Reliability of QPL Products to 
 MIL-PRF-55342
• Innovative Design Criteria for Maximum 
 Product Performance
• SPC Process Control and Monitoring

 DELIVERY
• Consistently the Shortest Available Lead Times
• Expedited Delivery Available for Your Critical Needs
• Many Standard Products Maintained in Stock

 SERVICE
• Knowledgeable Sales and Engineering Support
• Rapid Response to All Your Questions and Inquiries
• Committed to Total Customer Satisfaction

 EXPERTISE
• Highly Trained, Dedicated Staff
• Extensive Microelectronics Background in 
 Materials, Assembly, Design, and Testing
• Customized Solutions to Your Hybrid 
 Microeletronics Requirements

Here’s our story...

ELECTRONIC PACKAGE DIVISION — PlainvilleTHICK FILM DIVISION — North AttleboroTHIN FILM DIVISION — Attleboro
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large councilors were Philip Brady, 

a judge at Fourth District Court 

who would succeed Sweet as may-

or; William H. Saart, a jewelry 

manufacturer; Oscar Wolfenden, 

operator of a textile factory, which 

a few years before had been ranked 

as the world’s largest dye house; 

Charles O. Sweet, jewelry man-

ufacturer; Harry P. Kent, jewelry 

manufacturer, and Stephen H. Fol-

ey, an undertaker and another fu-

ture mayor. Elected as ward coun-

cilmen were Ward 1, William Gar-

ner, former superintendent of the 

Dodgeville Mill and father of a co-

founder of Leach & Garner; Ward 

2, William Spier, jewelry inven-

tor and manufacturer; Ward 3, Sol-

omon Jacobs, a clothing merchant; 

Ward 4, Samuel Holman, in the 

real estate and related business-

es, and Ward 5, Joseph Gaynor, a 

lawyer.

The 265 women who voted that 

day could only participate in the 

school board election and helped 

choose Edwin Thayer, district 

court clerk, to a one-year term.

About 8 o’clock that night, 

LeClair’s Orchestra began to form 

in front of the Bates Theatre at 

North Main and Park streets. A 

delegation in Oriental costumes 

fell in behind the band. Then came 

the newly-formed West Side Club 

and then, The Sun reported, “came 

hundreds in a long line.”

Followed by a motorcade carry-

ing Edward A. Sweeney, a co-au-

thor of Attleboro’s initial charter 

proposal and referred to as “father 

of the charter,” selectmen chairman 

Millard F. Ashley and others, “red 

fire lighted every step of the way” 

as the procession headed up the 150 

yards or so to Sweet’s home.

The crowd packed Sweet’s lawn 

and cheered for the winning can-

didate. Sweeney presented a copy 

of the charter to Sweet on behalf of 

himself and co-writer John Coady. 

As if to symbolically hoist Sweet 

onto the voters’ shoulders, he was 

motorcaded through the city cen-

ter to answer waves from other sup-

porters. The rally went on until 11 

p.m.

“I am very grateful tonight,” 

the mayor-elect told his well-wish-

ers, “but I am very tired after a hard 

week of campaigning. I ask you to 

excuse me with the very brief state-

ment that I more than appreciate 

your hearty support today.”

The first inauguration
While they would not offi-

cially have power until they were 

sworn in, Attleboro’s newly-elect-

ed city leaders had to go to work 

right away in order to make plans 

for their own inauguration. Con-

troversy was already bubbling up 

over compensation to some of the 

town officials who had been duly 

elected to terms ending in March, 

but ousted through adoption of the 

charter. And controversy would 

erupt over initial plans to reserve 

350 tickets for the new office-hold-

ers. It was squelched by cutting the 

number of reserved seats to 117.

On the night of Jan. 5, 1915, 

1,000 people squeezed into the au-

ditorium of Attleboro High School 

to see Sweet and the new council 

sworn in.

THE BEGINNING

SEE 100TH, PAGE 14 �

FROM PAGE 8

Workers in the Wolfenden Dye House in 1915, a year after 
the Town of Attleborough became the City of Attleboro.
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Our
40th

Year
- Since - 

1974

Two NEW
Compounding

Labs Under 
Construction

Lauren Heroux-Camirand, Pharm.D., R.Ph.,  Robert E. Heroux, R.Ph.
Happy 100th Att leboro

County Square PharmacyCounty Square PharmacyCounty Square PharmacyCounty Square Pharmacy

• Specializing in Compound Prescriptions,  
 not commercially available
• Servicing local hospitals and veterinarians,  
 including the Boston and Providence area.

289 County St., Attleboro • 508-222-7620

Proudly Representing 
the People of Attleboro

508-639-9511
www.PaulForAtt leboro.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

PAUL
HEROUX
STATE

REPRESENTATIVE

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
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All Custom Made for
CHILDREN, ADULTS, and ANIMALS

with Special Needs
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Sturdy Memorial Hospital
Amazing Medicine. Surprisingly Close.

www.sturdymemorial.org

Sincerely,

Bruce Auerbach
President & Chief Executive Officer

A 100th anniversary is an opportunity to reflect. 
Attleboro, a city of passionate, hard-working, and civic-minded people, 

has a rich history and bright future that Sturdy Memorial Hospital is proud to be 
a part of. Having celebrated our own centennial just last year, 

we at Sturdy know the magnitude of a milestone like this. 
We would like to take the opportunity to wish residents good health 

and happiness for the next 100 years and beyond. 
And to say Happy Birthday, Attleboro.

ANOTHER                CELEBRATION

Happy Birthday Attleboro!
1914-2014
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Bridgestone Americas’ corporate family traces 
its roots to two distinguished companies— The 
Firestone Tire & Rubber Company, which Harvey 
Firestone formed in Akron, Ohio in August 1900, 
and the Bridgestone Tire Company Ltd., which 
Shojiro Ishibashi started in Japan in 1931.

Bridgestone Corporation purchased Firestone 
in 1988 for $2.6 billion, transforming the 
companies’ combined operations into the 

world’s largest tire and rubber company. 
The operations in the Americas were renamed 
Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc. and became the 
largest subsidiary of Bridgestone. As part of 
its integration with Bridgestone’s existing U.S. 
operations, Bridgestone/Firestone moved its 
headquarters from Akron to Nashville in 1992.

Today, this subsidiary, now named Bridgestone 
Americas (BSAM), consists of an international 
family of enterprises with 52 production 
facilities and more than 50,000 employees 
throughout the Americas.

BSAM and its 
subsidiaries 
develop, 
manufacture 
and market a 
wide range of 
Bridgestone, 
Firestone 
and associate 
brand tires to 
address the 
needs of a 
broad range 
of customers, 

including consumers, automotive and commercial 
vehicle original equipment manufacturers, and 
those in the agricultural, forestry and mining 
industries. The companies are also engaged in 
retreading operations throughout the Western 
Hemisphere and produce air springs, roo�ing 
materials, and industrial �ibers and textiles. The 
BSAM family of companies also operates the world’s 
largest chain of automotive tire and service centers.

Repair. Unleash the Car You’ve Got. Getting new 
tires for your car is one of the easiest ways to 
keep your car running newer, longer. We should 
know – Firestone’s 113-year legacy in the tire 
industry makes us experts.

But we’re more than just experts in tires – we’re 
the complete package for auto repair. With our 
87 years of service experience, we are your 

source for tune-ups, oil changes, brakes, wheel 
alignment, car batteries – you name it.

So look around. Shop our full line-up of 
Firestone, Bridgestone and Primewell tires for 
most driving styles and vehicle types. See your 
recommended maintenance schedule, �ind a 
nearby store or schedule an appointment – even 
at night or on weekends at most stores. Then, 
consider your ride renewed.

Congratulations 
City of Attleboro
on your 100th!

46 Washington Street  •  Attleboro MA 
5 0 8 . 3 9 9 . 7 1 2 15 0 8 . 3 9 9 . 7 1 2 1

 Go to FirestoneCompleteAutoCare.com 
for this months valuable coupons!
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• BIOFUEL HEATING OIL
• PROPANE GAS
• KEROSENE
• ON AND OFF-ROAD DIESEL
•  24/7 EMERGENCY BURNER 

SERVICE
• AIR CONDITIONING
•  HEATING & COOLING 

SYSTEMS

• WATER HEATERS
• GENERATORS
• POOL HEATERS
• AUTOMATIC DELIVERY
•  EASY PAY & SERVICE 

PLANS
•  ONLINE ACCOUNT 

MANAGEMENT

Our products & services include:

HEATING OIL, AIR CONDITIONING & PROPANE

S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

W W W.W H R I L E Y.C O M

T 
he 7th generation family of 
William H. Riley is proud of its 
continuing service of North 
Attleboro and Southeastern 
Massachusetts. William H. Ri-

ley and his son, Elmer I. Riley, founded 
W.H. RILEY & SON, INC. in North Attle-
boro in 1873 to deal in coal, wood, 
straw and building supplies.
 Twenty-fi ve years 
later, in October 1898, 
the following adver-
tisement appeared in 
the Attleboro Evening 
Chronicle:
 Under the name of 
W. H. Riley & Son, is 
carried on the larg-
est coal business in town and to it 
are added other lines, which make up 
one of the industrial features of North 
Attleboro. As W. H. Riley & Son, Mr. W. 
H. Riley and his son, E. I. Riley, com-
menced the business 26 years ago, 
and upon the death, 12 years ago, of 
Mr. W.H. Riley, another son, Mr. C. E. 
Riley, was taken into the fi rm and the 
two brothers have since continued the 
business under the original name. They 
do a large business in coal, wood, lime, 
cement, hair, drain pipe, fertilizers, hay 
and straw, and building material, and 
personal attention is given to furniture 
moving and jobbing of all kinds. In the 

business they fi nd use for 12 men.
 Formally incorporated in 1934, W.H. 
Riley’s products and services have 
changed with the times so that fuel oil, 
heating and cooling equipment, diesel 
fuel and propane gas have replaced the 
coal, wood, hay and straw of 1873.
 In the mid 1930s the company ex-
panded into the Taunton area. Pres-
ent-day operations are carried on at 
35 Chestnut St. in North Attleboro and 
126 Winter St. in Taunton, serving the 
Southeastern Massachusetts area.
 Their commitment to the highest 
quality products and service has en-
abled the company to grow and prosper 
over the past 141 years, which is still 
carried on by the present management 
— the great, great, great, great grand-
children of old William H. Riley.
 Call or visit our website to see why 
through the past 141 years of wars 
and depressions, oil embargoes and 
company buyouts, W.H. Riley & Son 
has been able to service the commu-
nity and remain a family-run, hometown 
company.

 — Call W.H. Riley & Son to inquire 
about our equal pricing policy. We 
will not use a “bait and switch” ap-
proach to gain your business. All 
W.H. Riley customers receive the 
same fair market price.

Dedicated to excellence and dependability for 141 years, W.H. Riley & Son is available to serve 
all your heating oil, air conditioning and propane needs. For sales and service call 508-699-4651 
(North Attleboro) or 508-822-1282 (Taunton) or visit online at www.whriley.com

Serving customers’ 
needs for 141 years

North Attleboro 508-699-4651   |   Taunton 508-822-1282

Congratulations Attleboro!

William H. Riley
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THE BEGINNING

In his inaugural address, Sweet spoke of adding 

three night police patrolmen and reorganizing the 

suburban fire companies. 

He proposed that the city create a 

central charity bureau, advocated bet-

ter milk inspections and said the city 

deserved more state highway funding 

and better telephone service. He urged 

the council to create policies to attract 

more industry to the city. He insisted 

on a “pay as you go policy” on city fi-

nances and urged the council to be eco-

nomical.

As its first order of business at the 

meeting that followed, the council 

elected Brady as its first president.

The city government that Attleboro 

had strived for since 1911 was, at last, 

finally in place on Jan. 15, 1915.

“If a good beginning counts as much toward the 

result as the old adage indicates,” said an editorial in 

the next day’s Sun, “Attleboro may well be satisfied 

with the start her new city government has made.”

Harold Sweet, 
the city’s first 
mayor, served 

from 1914- 1918

FROM PAGE 10

The Park Hotel 
decked out in 
patriotic glory

in 1917 to mark 
the United States’ 

entry into 
World War I. More 
than 1,000 service 
men from Attleboro 
fought in the war, 
and many women 
from Attleboro, in-
cluding the legend-
ary Ruth Holden, 
went overseas as 
Red Cross nurses.
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Sometimes, a nursing home or assisted living facility seems 
like the only option, but it’s not. Visiting Angels non-medical 
homecare services allow you or your loved ones to continue 
living at home while receiving personal, quality care!

(508)699-3969  •  500 E. Washington St.  •  N. Attleboro, MA  •  VisitingAngelsNA@verizon.net  •  www.VisitingAngels.com

Senior Homecare by Angels

A caring, certifi ed company 
you can trust, at a great low price!

Congratulations 
O N  YO U R  10 0 T H 
ATTLEBORO!98% Customer Satisfaction!

We know it’s diffi cult to invite someone into your home to provide homecare. That’s 
why we make it easy for you. You’ll interview and select from our caregivers the one 
who is best for you. And we only hire the best! Whatever you need, from 2 hours up to 
24–hour Care – Meal Prep – Errands /Shopping – Hygiene Assistance – Light House-
keeping, etc. The best caregivers at the lowest rates in the area, that’s why it’s easy!

If home is where you 
want to be, but need 

a little help, call 
Visiting Angels. We have 

the best caregivers at 
the lowest prices. Why? 

Because we care!
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Forget about Bos-

ton being a Hub. 

For the past cen-

tury, Attleboro 

has also been a 

transportation center.

From the railroads and 

street cars in the early years 

to the interstate highway 

system that cut through the 

city in the 1960s, transpor-

tation has played a key role 

shaping Attleboro.

With the city rebuilding 

its center around the rail sys-

tem in recent years, trans-

portation — and the railroad 

system — are again in the 

limelight.

The railroad came to At-

tleboro in the 1850s, essen-

tially creating what’s now 

downtown Attleboro. 

It had a crucial role dis-

tributing goods manufac-

tured in city factories, in-

cluding jewelry products.

Interstate 95 opened in 

1964, and many city streets 

were relocated and homes 

moved as the highway divid-

ed the city. 

With Attleboro strate-

gically located between the 

major cities of Providence 

and Boston, the highway en-

abled Attleboro to grow.

In recent years, the trans-

portation center at the 

downtown train station has 

been developed as part of 

the city’s downtown revital-

ization project. A bus stop is 

a key part of that. Howev-

er, a large building for resi-

dential and commercial uses 

being built next to Christo-

pher Heights assisted living 

on South Main Street is also 

a spinoff of the train station. 

The residential units are ex-

pected to be marketed to 

train commuters. A similiar 

building is planned by the 

same developer across Wall 

Street, closer to the MBTA 

parking lot and bus stop.

Along with the South 

Attleboro train stop, the sta-

tions are among the busiest 

in Massachusetts. 

Then again, the Prov-

idence to Boston rail line 

is among the most heavi-

ly traveled in the country, 

with MBTA, Amtrak and 

its high-speed Acela trains, 

and overnight freight trains 

frequenting the tracks. The 

story of transportation told 

in “A Pictorial History of the 

Attleboros” begins, literal-

ly, in the “horse and buggy 

days,” the book says.

“Railroads were a domi-

nant feature. Together with 

trolleys, they united the 

towns of the area. Attleboro 

was a transportation hub 

and also had a special link to 

North Attleboro in the form 

of the Gee Whiz line” rail-

road.

“Trolleys hauled passen-

gers everywhere — from 

Norton to Mansfield, from 

North Attleborough to At-

tleboro or Pawtucket, from 

Plainville to Franklin and 

beyond. But train and trol-

ley tracks also divided the 

towns. Movement through 

the area was often slow and 

dangerous,” the book, pub-

lished in 2002 by The Sun 

Chronicle, adds.

The book features pic-

tures of “main streets being 

shared by trolleys, cars and 

horses. That arrangement 

didn’t last for long. Railroad 

lines were elevated. Trolley 

tracks were removed. The 

buggies...well, they went the 

way of the horse and bug-

gy,” author Mark Flanagan, 

a retired Sun Chronicle edi-

tor, wrote.

All roads, 
and tracks,

lead to 
Attleboro

TR A NSPORTATION

The Attleboro train depot as seen in the winter of 1902, 12 years before the town became the city.

BY STEPHEN PETERSON   I   SUN CHRONICLE STAFF
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City became hub 
of transportation

 VISIT US FOR:   
• Auto/Truck Repairs
• Mass Inspection 
 Stickers
• Propane Refi lls
• New Tires
• Air Condition Repair

71 Washington St., (Rte. 1) Plainville

(508)695-9833
www.rtoneauto.com
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LIFE’S  CA L A MITIE S

City public safety and 

public works of-

ficials have seen 

their share of disasters and 

crimes over the years and 

have mustered through to 

perform their duty, some-

times in the face of severe 

obstacles.

One of the city’s biggest 

disasters — and certain-

ly it’s deadliest — occurred 

50 years ago, when the 

Thompson Chemical Plant 

at the Attleboro-Seekonk 

line blew up in what is con-

sidered one of the state’s 

worst fires.

Seven people were killed 

and 40, including six fire-

fighters, were injured in 

the Jan. 12, 1964, blast and 

fire. The inferno burned for 

4 1/2 days.

Newspapers report-

ed the explosion could be 

heard as far away as Bos-

ton and the fireball could 

be seen from Woonsock-

et. A thick pall of smoke 

blew over North Seekonk 

so thick that residents who 

evacuated their homes were 

unable to grope their way 

back.

Six hundred homes were 

evacuated from a mile-wide 

radius of Hebronville. For 

blocks in all directions, the 

concussion shattered win-

dows of homes and cars. 

Walls buckled and some 

homes shifted on their 

foundations.

The explosion triggered 

the largest mobilization 

of fire and rescue person-

nel in Southeastern Massa-
chusetts since the great Fall 

River Fire of the 1920s, 

and the tragedy ushered in 

a new era of fire safety and 

other regulations.

More than 500 fire-

fighters, police, civil de-

fense and rescue personnel 

responded to the incident.

The cause of the blast 

remains a mystery, despite 

extensive hearings by the 

state fire marshal’s office 

and an investigation by a 

joint committee of the Leg-

islature.

The plant had six build-

ings on 15 acres in 1964, 

and the blast occurred in a 

building where polyvinyl 

chloride was manufactured.

The building contained 

twenty 2,000-gallon pro-

cessing tanks, each with 

800 to 900 gallons of poly-

vinyl chloride, a chemical 

used to manufacture plas-

tic products such as show-

er curtains, electrical insu-

lation, phonograph records 

and shoe soles.

All that is known is that 

there was an apparent leak 

of polyvinyl chloride gas. 

The explosion was trig-

gered by “an outside source 

of ignition,” officials told 

The Attleboro Sun at the 

time.

The plant met the high-

est safety standards of the 

day. It was supposed to be 

vapor-proof. Even the tele-

phones were grounded in 

such a way to prevent elec-

trical sparks.

“They are a safety-con-

scious outfit,” Deputy Fire 

Chief Frank Streeter Jr. lat-

er testified at a fire mar-

shal’s hearing. “Anything 

we asked them to do, they 

did.”

Police and fire officials 

worked feverishly to make 

sure people got to safety af-

ter the blast.

Police made block-by-

block sweeps to make sure 

everyone was out. Doors 

were left open and half-

filled cups of coffee and 

plates of food remained on 

tables.

“It was like the day the 

world stood still,” Seekonk 

Patrolman Everett Kandar-

ian Jr. told The Attleboro 

Sun at the time.

Firefighters poured 

more than a million gal-

lons of water on the blaze in 

the first night, alone. At-

tleboro Fire Chief Merton 

Churchill, father of recent-

ly retired Fire Chief Ronald 

Churchill, worked through 

the night and was hospital-

ized with chest pains early 

Monday morning. He had 

to remain at Sturdy Memo-

rial Hospital for a week.

After the blast, a snow 

storm hit, hampering fire-

fighters who had to bat-

tle up to a foot of snow and 

temperatures in the teens.

A whole new era of fire 

safety and environmental 

safety was ushered in after 

the fire.

Fire officials say stan-

dards have dramatically im-

proved. Water is no lon-

ger used in fighting chem-

ical fires and Attleboro’s 

first foam fire truck was 

The trials of life over 100 years
BY DAVID LINTON   I   SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

The Thompson Chemical Plant burns on Jan. 12, 1964.

SEE DISASTER, PAGE 17 �

16    Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, July 13, 2014 � The Attleboro Sun and The North Attleboro Chronicle, July 18, 2014

Congratulations
Attleboro!

Since 1869 Richardson-Cuddy, a division of FBinsure, has been a 
steadfast presence in downtown Attleboro. Over a 100 years later 
our name may have changed, but ensuring the Attleboro 
community with peace of mind remains our top priority. 

Stop into our offices on Park Street, in the center of Attleboro to 
discuss your specific insurance needs. 

  

8 Park Street, Attleboro, MA
508.222.5252  I  fbinsure.com

Welcome to the 100 club!

Taunton   ·   Rehoboth   ·   Dighton    ·   Attleboro   ·   Middleboro   ·   Freetown

8 Park Street Attleboro MA



purchased as a result of the 

Thompson blast.

The state now has re-

gional hazardous materi-

als teams and equipment 

and a state agency, the De-

partment of Environmental 

Protection, that responds 

to serious environmental or 

health threats.

At the federal level, the 

Environmental Protection 

Agency was created in the 

1970s, and the U.S. Occu-

pational Safety and Health 

Administration responds to 

workplace fatalities and se-

rious injuries.

The memory of the 

1964 blast still lingered 

over an Attleboro zoning 

board of appeals hearing 

in 2010, when it granted a 

special permit 

allowing Roberts 

Chemical Co., a chemi-

cal storage and distribu-

tion firm from Pawtuck-

et, to move to the for-

mer Thompson site just off 

Oakhill Avenue.

Sixty-six years before 

that, the center of the then-

town of Attleborough, was 

pretty much wiped out in 

what became known as The 

Great Attleboro Fire.  On 

May 18, 1898, fire swept 

through town’s downtown, 

incinerating four acres of 

prime downtown real estate 

and almost obliterating its 

thriving jewelry industry.

In just under three 

hours, it wiped out 16 fac-

tories and threw 1,500 men 

and women out of work.

Newspaper accounts of 

the day called it a “fiend,” a 

“roaring volcano,” a “crush-

ing calamity.”

And there were plenty of 

others. In 1917, f lames con-

sumed a number of build-

ings at the corner of Park 

and South Main strees. It 

was known as Herrick Cor-

ner fire.

On Oct. 29, 1912, sev-

eral buildings on North 

Main Street were destroyed 

in what was known as the 

Watson Block fire.

And along the way, in 

the city’s last 100 years, 

there have been numerous 

other blazes that destroyed 

various factories and some 

of the city’s once grand ho-

tels. And then there were 

the disasters the city in-

curred thanks to Mother 

Nature. They included the 

Hurricane of 1938 which 

left large swarths of land 

denuded, and of course, the 

famous Blizzard of 1978, 

which paralyzed the city for 

weeks on end, along with 

numerous f loods.

But, not all tragic news 

came with a blast, a spark 

or fierce winds.

Sometimes it emerged 

slowly, after meticulous in-

vestigation.

In late 1999 and the ear-

ly 2000s, an Attleboro re-

ligious sect made up of 

close family members made 

headlines for several years 

after a 6-month-old boy 

was reported missing and 

was later determined to 

have died of starvation as a 

result of a bizarre religious 

directive from one its mem-

bers.

The clan, made up of 

family members of lead-

er Roland Robidoux and 

his friend Roger Daneau, 

called themselves “The 

Body.”

The group rejected 

modern medicine and insti-
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SEE DISASTERS, PAGE 18 

FROM PAGE 16

The center of Attleboro after the Great Fire of 
1898. The city we know today rose from the 

ashes of this disaster.
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tutions and refused to co-

operate with authorities 

when the boy, Samuel Ro-

bidoux, Roland’s grandson, 

was reported missing in 

November 1999.

An investigation by city 

police, state police assigned 

to the Bristol County Dis-

trict Attorney’s Office and 

a grand jury determined 

that the boy was starved for 

51 days. 

He was later found bur-

ied five months later in 

Baxter State Park in Maine 

with another sect child who 

was still-born.

Samuel Robidoux died 

because of a “religious 

prophesy” of one of its 

members that the boy only 

be breast fed by his moth-

er who was unable to lac-

tate because she was preg-

nant again.

The boy’s parents, 

Jacques and Karen Robi-

doux, battled with a state 

agency now called the De-

partment of Children and 

Families, a juvenile court 

judge and the grand jury 

while the boy was missing.

Jacques Robidoux and 

other family members even-

tually went to jail on con-

tempt charges before one 

sect member decided to co-

operate and led authorities 

to the boys’ graves.

Jacques Robidoux, who 

also served as one of the 

sect leaders, is now serving 

a life sentence without pa-

role for first-degree murder.

At a separate trial, Kar-

en Robidoux claimed she 

was brainwashed and was 

acquitted of murder. She 

was released from jail after 

two years with time served 

after the jury found her 

guilty of assault and battery 

on a child.

In 2007, the state Su-

preme Judicial Court up-

held Jacques Robidoux’s 

murder conviction, ruling 

that “the record is replete 

with evidence” that Robi-

doux knew he was wrong 

to starve his son Samuel to 

death in order to obey an-

other cult member’s bizarre 

religious vision.

“As Robidoux stated at 

trial, ‘No one can make me 

do anything.’  Regarding 

his responsibility for Sam-

uel’s death, he testified that 

‘the buck stops here,’” the 

SJC wrote in a 12-page de-

cision.

Other sect children were 

taken away from their par-

ents because state social 

workers found evidence of 

abuse, and members had re-

fused to cooperate with au-

thorities to find Samuel.

At the time, Attleboro 

Detective Sgt. Arthur Bril-

lon, who led the intense in-

vestigation for local police, 

called the SJC ruling “a win 

not only for the investiga-

tors who put a tremendous 

amount of time into that 

case, but it’s also a win for 

the memory of Samuel Ro-

bidoux.”

Walter Shea, who led 

the grand jury investigation 

to break the insular cult’s 

code of silence and prose-

cuted the Robidouxs, said 

he thought the SJC decision 

was no surprise.

“Anybody who had any 

contact with this guy knew 

he wasn’t crazy. He might 

have been bizarre, but he 

wasn’t crazy,” Shea said.

“It’s a sad commentary, 

the more we got into it, that 

nobody in that family re-

ally cared for that child,” 

Shea said.

Tragedy struck again on 

March 4, 1998, when two 

city highway department 

workers were killed when a 

natural gas explosion lev-

eled a house on George 

Street, where the men were 

working on the street out-

side.

Three other highway 

department workers were 

injured, as well as two resi-

dents in the home.

The workers who were 

killed, Larry Poncin and 

Bernie Hewitt, were pop-

ular and well-known city 

employees who had volun-

teered as coaches in youth 

baseball.

Their deaths and the ex-

plosion cast a pall over the 

city that those looking back 

on the events said was not 

lifted until the high school 

basketball team won the 

state championship nearly 

two weeks later.

The Poncin-Hewitt 

Athletic Fields off Oakh-

ill Avenue were created af-

ter the accident and were 

named in memory of the 

beloved employees.

The pubic works de-

partment suffered anoth-

er loss when water depart-

ment worker Jeffrey Bur-

gess was struck by a passen-

ger van while working on 

South Main Street on Aug. 

31, 1989.

Burgess, the son of for-

mer water department Su-

perintendent Michael Bur-

gess, was part of a crew re-

pairing a water main break. 

He was closing a water gate 

valve near Bayberry Road 

when he was struck.
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LIFE’S  CA L A MITIE S

Jacques Robidoux

This scene from the Blizzard of 1978 shows 
County Street looking down from Attleboro center.       

FROM PAGE 17
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C A NOVA
Italian Bar & Grill

S E R V I N G  LU N C H  +  D I N N E R  7  D AY S  A  W E E K
Sun. - Thur. : a.m. - : p.m.  |  Fri. : a.m. - : p.m.  |  Sat. : p.m. - : p.m.

88 Union St. • Attleboro • 508.455.0464 • CanovaItalianGrill.com

HAPPY 100TH ANNIVERSARY ATTLEBORO
Th ank You For Your Support
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Satisfying the world’s growing need for safety, energy efficiency 
and a clean environment. Sensata.com               NYSE Symbol: ST

Sensata Technologies was founded in 1916 when businessman Rathbun Willard 
founded the General Plate Company in Attleboro to provide gold plate to the jewelry 
industry. L to R: Ed Schissler, Harold Griffith, Ralph Rooks, and Lawrence Money. 

Sensata Technologies proudly congratulates
our hometown on its 100th anniversary.

Rathbun
Willard

1916 FOUNDER
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THE WA R EFFORT

A
ttleboro has long been known as the Jewel-

ry City but the local jewelry industry shifted 

gears during war. 

Attleboro already was producing metal but-

tons long before the Civil War began, with 

more buttons being produced in the Attle-

boro area by 1834 than anywhere else in the country, accord-

ing to historical accounts. 

But, when the Civil War broke out, metal buttons and 

badges were needed for uniforms, and Attleboro area compa-

nies quickly ramped up production to meet the demand.

D. Evans produced many buttons for Civil War uniforms, 

as did R. and W. Robinson and the James E. Blake Co., 

which largely profited from the production of war products 

like army badges and regimental insignia. 

George Shelton, director of the Attleboro Area Industri-

al Museum, said brass buttons were popular around that time, 

and though the area was already set up for producing buttons, 

the war gave it a boost. 

“The demand was enormous for all those uniforms,” Shel-

ton said.

During World War II, Automatic Machine Products made 

munitions for the war, employing 300 people. The company 

was commended by the military for its excellent products.

Some jewelry companies got in on the war effort, as well, 

Playing a part 
in victory

BY PAIGE ALLEN  |  SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

Jewelry City shifts gears to buttons, more during wartime
Company 1 lines up on the streets of Attleboro 

around 1918, during World War I.

SEE WAR EFFORT, PAGE 21 �
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Congratulations Attleboro On Its 100th Anniversary!

PLEASANT
AUTO CENTER

676 PLEASANT ST. • ATTLEBORO • (508)222-9019
WWW.PLEASANTAUTOCENTER.NET

Award Winning Auto and Light Truck Repair • Vehicle Inspections • Comfortable Waiting Room
Convenience Store • Free Wi-Fi for Computer • Courtesy Shuttle Service

Then

“1969” Now
“Stop By!”

AUTHORIZED TIRE DEALER

Truck Rental

FREE
Donut with
any beverage
purchase
Limit one coupon per customer per visit. Coupon must 
be presented at time of purchase. Shop must retain 
coupon. No subtitutions allowed. No cash refunds. 
Void if copied or transferred and where prohibited or 
restricted by law. Consumer must pay applicable tax. 
May not be combined with any other coupon, discount. 
promotion, combo or value meal. Coupon may not 
be reproduced, copied, purchased, traded or sold. 
Internet distribution strictly prohibited. Cash redemp-
tion value 1/20 of 1 cent. © 2014 00 P Holder LLC. All 
rights reserved.
Expires 8/31/2014 PLU #856

GOOD AT
285 County St., Attleboro

217 South Main St., Attleboro
228 South Ave., Attleboro

plus appl. tax
$1.59

for a Small
COOLATTA® or
Frozen Beverage
Limit one coupon per customer per visit. Coupon must 
be presented at time of purchase. Shop must retain 
coupon. No subtitutions allowed. No cash refunds. 
Void if copied or transferred and where prohibited or 
restricted by law. Consumer must pay applicable tax. 
May not be combined with any other coupon, discount. 
promotion, combo or value meal. Coupon may not 
be reproduced, copied, purchased, traded or sold. 
Internet distribution strictly prohibited. Cash redemp-
tion value 1/20 of 1 cent. © 2014 00 P Holder LLC. All 
rights reserved.
Expires 8/31/2014 PLU #2632

GOOD AT
285 County St., Attleboro

217 South Main St., Attleboro
228 South Ave., Attleboro
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THE WA R EFFORT

FROM PAGE 20

and Shelton said it wasn’t much of a leap 

from making jewelry to making metal piec-

es for war.

“It’s not too far removed from what they 

were doing,” he said. 

Much of the machinery used to make jew-

elry was also used for small casings and fus-

es, he said.

“Like all industries, they wanted to make 

money. Any kind of contact they could get, 

that’s what they were going to do,” Shelton 

said of the jewelry industry. 

Attleboro also contributed by sending its 

own to war. 

Carl Bradshaw, Attleboro’s veteran’s 

agent, said the city doesn’t have a record of 

exactly how many Attleboro residents went 

off to war, but did keep track of the veterans 

who submitted their names to be placed on a 

memorial in town. 

There are more than 7,300 names on the 

memorial representing World War I, World 

War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam 

War.

According to Bradshaw, there are 1,551 

veterans of World War I, 3,277 from World 

War II, 1,126 from Korea and 1,411 from Vi-

etnam who hail from Attleboro. 

Bradshaw said those numbers are the 

minimum, as they only ref lect the number of 

veterans who came into the office with the 

proper documentation to be put on the me-

morial, and the number of Attleboro resi-

dents who served probably is much higher.

World War II servicemen and women pose for a photo in Attleboro on Oct. 5, 1946.

Red Cross 
nurses advertise 
for a fundraising 

drive to help World 
War I soldiers in June 
1918, months before 

the war ended.
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Union soldier veterans 
gathered more than 40 
years after the Civil War 
to pose for a photo at 

Bank and Park streets.

Tex Barry’s
Coney Island

HOURS: Monday-Friday: 10-8, Saturday: 10-3

31 County Street, Attleboro
508-222-9787

Congratulations Attleboro on Your 100th !

The Best Hot Dogs!
The Best Cheeseburgers!

The Best Fries!
NOV. 16, 1968



E10 Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, Saturday, July 12 � The Foxboro Reporter, Sunday, July 13, 2014

AT TLEBORO HIGH SPORTS MEMOR IE S

Some of Attleboro High’s best student-athletes recall what they  learned while playing and practicing 

O
nce a bombardier, always a bombardier.

Some of those lessons learned on the 

football, softball or baseball field, on 

the track or tennis courts, in the gym-

nasiums have lasted a lifetime. So too, 

have some of the friendships.

“Now remember that we are talk-

ing about AHS sports 50-plus years ago, 

and everything was different,” said Jim 

Gravel, one of the all-time great three-

sport bombardier student-athletes. “I 

think what I learned the most about 

sports in high school that would car-

ry over to anything you might do in life 

was to set individual and team goals and 

never give up.

“I learned to bounce back. Don’t get too high or 

too low. If you lost a big game, you just had to try even 

harder the next game. Life is going to knock you down, 

but you still have to play the next game and give every-

thing you’ve got.”

For Gravel, playing for legendary Attleboro High 

coaches like Howard Tozier and Jim Cassidy, well pre-

pared him for competing collegiately at Holy Cross and 

in the classroom.

“That brings up the two differences that I notice 

about sports today, versus 50 years ago,” 

Gravel said. “No. 1, we played two to 

three sports, and today everyone special-

izes. No. 2, today’s athletes, at every lev-

el, celebrate every little thing, especially 

those things you are expected to do.

“We would never dare to celebrate 

until after the game because you knew 

you would always meet up with someone 

who was better than you.”

It was taught at a very early age to 

Jimmy Hanewich, one of the bombardier all-time great 

football quarterbacks and baseball players to respect 

friend and foe, to never commit any act, on or off the 

Sporting lessons
BY PETER GOBIS  |  SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

‘I think that being 
involved in any sport 
sort of molds you into 

the type of person 
you are going to be 

later in life.’
Jimmy Hanewich

SEE SPORTS, PAGE 24 �

Attleboro High School basketball coach Jim Cassidy chats with 
co-captains Jim Gravel (center) and Charlie Grochmal in prepara-
tion for the season opener against an alumni team in Dec. 1960.
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Happy 100th Anniversary
Attleboro!

We are so proud to call Attleboro
our “Home”!

Ballet  ■  Tap  ■ Combo Classes 

Acro  ■  Irish Step  ■  Hip-Hop  ■  Jazz
Lyrical  ■  Pre-School Dance

OFFERING DANCE CLASSES FOR AGES 2 TO ADULT

L

IMS SCHOOL O

CELO

RAL SIMS SCHOOL OF DANCEStudio Studio 
11&&22

STUDIO 1  •  588 Kelley Blvd., No. Attleboro
STUDIO 2  •  5 Man-Mar Drive, Plainville

508.643.0808  •  info@lssd1.com
l s s d s t u d i o1. c o m

Register 
NOW 

New and returning 
students welcome

SUMMER DANCE CAMPS run fromJuly 21st - August 15th Offering classes for all ages!Call or email for info.

711 Park St., Attleboro | 508-222-2884 | www.blissdairy.com

BROS. DAIRY

Family
Owned

Family
Restaurant

&
Ice Cream

Shop

SINCE 
1929

Premium 
Old Fashioned

Ice Cream
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Happy 100th
ATTLEBORO!

Terry Twombly
CRS GRI ABR SFR

Licensed In MA & RI

Call: (508) 212-6511
www.terrytwombly.com
ttwombly@gmail.com

SERVING ALL
OF MASSACHUSETTS suepacemccomb@gmail.com

Kenny Farrow
CRS, ABR, CLHMS, SRES, e-Pro

Featured on HGTV “Scoring the Deal”
Cell: 774-688-9157
www.KennyFarrow.com
Kenny@KennyFarrow.com
Proudly Servicing MA and RI 

T:  508-339-7340
F:  508-409-5189

Email: jkinahan@comcast.net
www.JimKinahan.listingbook.com

450 Chauncy Street   •   Suite 2   •   Mansfi eld, MA 02048

Jim Kinahan
Realtor, Broker, Notary

Jim Kinahan Real Estate

www.jimkinahan.com

ANTHONY RABY
508-472-8411

MA3961  |  RI3961  |  NH3961

JONATHAN LIBMAN
508-212-5616

MA14174  |  RI14174  |  NH14174

17 Cocasset St., Unit 3LL, Foxboro
www.schaefermortgage.com

LICENSED MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATORS

MA Mortgage Lender
#ML1919-104

RI Mortgage Lender
Licensed by the NH Banking 

Department

NMLS #849278

KensingtonRealEstateBrokerage.com
Offi ce: 508-431-1500  |  Fax: 508-431-2100

214 North Main Street
Attleboro, MA 02703

30 Newbury Street, 3rd Floor
Boston, MA 02116

T:  508-339-7340
F:  774-284-4723

Email: kakinahan@comcast.net
www.JimKinahan.listingbook.com

450 Chauncy Street   •   Suite 2   •   Mansfi eld, MA 02048

Kathy Kinahan 
Sales Associate, Realtor

Jim Kinahan Real Estate

www.jimkinahan.com

Voted Best 
Real Estate Company

Readers’ Choice Winner

FROM YOUR AREA’S REALTORS AND 
MORTGAGE LENDERS

762 East Washington Street
North Attleboro, MA 02760

PH: 508-695-4600  |  FAX: 508-276-0618
www.DHDRealEstate.com
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field, that would detract from your mission 

of competing well.

After all, his dad was another legendary 

AHS coach Chet Hanewich.

“I have great memories of playing football 

and baseball for my dad at Attleboro High,” 

he said. “I think that being involved in any 

sport sort of molds you into the type of per-

son you are going to be later in life.

“Playing sports provided structure and 

taught discipline which helps me to this day. 

“Athletics played a big role in getting me into 

a very good college (Bowdoin), which helped 

me prepare for life after sports.”

Hanewich remembers his first varsity 

football game as a sophomore, against Dart-

mouth, as it was yesterday.

“I think that they had won 27 games in a 

row, and the previous year had won the Su-

per Bowl. And we beat them under the lights 

at their place,” he said. “You could hear a pin 

drop after the game. I’ll never forget the bus 

ride home.”

On the baseball field, during Hanew-

ich’s junior year in 1987, the bombardiers ad-

vanced to the MIAA Tournament quarterfi-

nals and lost to Braintree.

“That was a fun year from start to finish. 

We had guys on that team like George Sells 

and Tom Kelleher, who were not only very 

good players, but even better kids,” he said.

“I remember looking forward to prac-

tice just as much as the games. I still remem-

ber counting the baseballs in the bucket be-

fore practice was over. If we started with 50 

balls, we did not go to shower until we had 

all 50 balls.”

“I can’t speak for today, but back then you 

played football in the fall, basketball in the 

winter and baseball in the spring and sum-

mer. Now it seems as if you need to do all 

three 12 months of the year with travel and 

AAU teams,” he said. “It was probably more 

fun and less stressful back then than I im-

agine.”

Current Attleboro High softball coach 

Deb Carreiro played volleyball and soft-

ball as a bombardier, and thinks the student-

athletes of yesteryear might have been bet-

ter pure natural athletes, compared with the 

year-round prepared athletes of today.

“I just think that the athletes themselves, 

the competitiveness was better — but, it was 

a different generation, too,” said Carreiro, a 

AT TLEBORO HIGH SPORTS MEMOR IE S

The 1954 Attleboro High School football team. Front row, from left: first two unknown, Dave Jenson, Dick Pariseau, 
Bernie Barrett, Joe McKenna, unknown, Rollie Kerkoff, next two unknown, Frank Zarek. Middle row, from left, 

one of the Ellison brothers, Carl Frova, Howard Tozier Jr., Ron Bovin, Russ Richardson, John Colman, 
next two unknown, Ron Salley, Bruce Rigby, Al DeLutis. Back row, from left, Kent Frazier, next two unknown, 

Paul Jost, unknown, Pete DeLutis, next three unknown, one of the Ellison brother, unknown.

SEE SPORTS, PAGE 26 �
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The National Shrine ofThe National Shrine of
Our Lady of La SaletteOur Lady of La Salette
We Extend Our Sincerest We Extend Our Sincerest 

Congratulations to The City of Attleboro Congratulations to The City of Attleboro 
on your on your 100th Anniversary!100th Anniversary!

MASSES:
Sun. 12:10 p.m.
Mon.-Fri. 12:10 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Sat. 12:10 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.

947 Park St., Attleboro, MA • 508-222-5410
www.lasalette -shrine.org

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Sun. & Sat. 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Mon.-Fri. 1 p.m.-2 p.m.
Wed. 5 p.m.-6 p.m.
Portuguese - Third Sat. 2 p.m.
Spanish - First Sun. 2 p.m.

The National Shrine of
Our Lady of La Salette
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MILTON CHIROPRACTIC 
BAY STATE PHYSICAL THERAPY
1095 Washington St.• Attleboro, MA 

508.761.9000

Licensed & Insured 
MA Lic. #053553

Home Improvements 
Reg. #110414

• Remodeling
• Additions
• Dormers
• Decks
• New Home
• Garages
• Kitchens
• Baths

RESIDENTIALRESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIALINDUSTRIAL

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

508-695-5243

Freihofer’s Bakery OutletFreihofer’s Bakery Outlet
453 E. WASHINGTON STREET  •  N. ATTLEBORO

508-643-3979

exp. 08-17-14

 With $10 Purchase
*Excludes Outside PurchaseFREE ITEM FREE ITEM 

TONY’S TREE SERVICETONY’S TREE SERVICE

• Bucket Truck  
 Service
• Stump Grinding
• Backyard 
 Expansion
• Lot Clearing
• Ornamental  
 Pruning
• Removals
• Tree Trimming
• Crane Service
• Storm Damage

w w w. t o nys t r e e s e r v i c e l l c . c o m
tonystreeservice@gmail.com

508-337-2133 • CELL 508-317-8084

LLCFully Insured

WE HAVE WE HAVE 
QUALITY QUALITY 

BARK MULCH!BARK MULCH!

DRIVE WAY-DUMPSTERS
SEP TIC & CESSPOOL PUMPING

1-888-59-TRASH    www.AVieraInc.com

329 Tremont St., Rehoboth, MA 
www.alsqualityoil.net

508.222.3187  
877.222.3187

DAL TRAC COMPANY
Discount Prices — Service Available

143 FISHER STREET • ATTLEBORO, MA
508.222.3935 • 508.222.8504

SUSAN SANTOS, PROPRIETOR

Accepting Cash, Check and Credit Cards
 1. “Th e Attleboro city charter is now a law,” said the 
  lead headline in the Attleboro Sun on what date?
 2. Who signed the essential piece of paper stating 
  that “Th e Attleboro city charter is now law.”?
 3. Who was the fi rst mayor of the City of Attleboro? 
 4. On what date did the City government fi rst 
  go to work with full authority?
 5. Th e pen that Democrat Walsh had used to sign 
  the Attleboro city charter legislation was presented 
  to whom in recognition of his eff orts in advancing 
  the bill? 
 6. By 1914 the town of 11,000 residents had grown 
  to ____________ .
 7. Attleboro was called “ ____________ ”, but jewelry 
  accounted for only half the output, with textile 
  manufacturing, tool manufacturing and other 
  industries accounting for the remainder. 
 8. Who was re-elected as president of the Attleboro 
  Board in early 1914 and was a famed inventor 
  and industrialist?
 9. What percentage of eligible voters participated in 
  its fi rst city election? 
 10. Who was referred to as “father of the charter,’’ 
  a co-author of Attleboro’s initial charter proposal?

How well do you know your 
ATTLEBORO TRIVIA?

ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE 34

...TEST YOUR SKILLS...

Congratulations Attleboro!
85 North Washington St. 

North Attleboro, MA

508-699-2740508-699-2740
www.dhfo.com

Congratulations Attleboro 100 Years as aCongratulations Attleboro 100 Years as a
 City and Best Wishes for 100 more! City and Best Wishes for 100 more!

F R O M  T H E S E  L O C A L  B U S I N E S S E S



E14 Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, Saturday, July 12 � The Foxboro Reporter, Sunday, July 13, 2014

FROM PAGE 24

1982 graduate. “The clinics do help the kids 

now, but when we compare teams, it was dif-

ferent.

“We didn’t have the opportunities, all 

the clinics, all the AAU and  traveling 

teams that the kids do now. When we were 

in school, there were a lot of naturally good 

athletes.”

Carreiro recalls growing up, and along 

with Kim Harrison, were the only two girls 

to play Little League baseball in Attleboro.

“I had played baseball, not softball, until 

high school,” she said.

That’s when she came under the influence 

of then AHS coach, and Hanewich disciple, 

Jay Gilmore.

More than anything, though, Carreiro re-

calls her current bombardier assistant coach 

Helen Geisel mentoring her as an incoming 

freshman, of gaining a life-long friendship 

with Alyssa Hosford and Ninette Ralston.

“We talk about this all the time, when we 

look back. Those years were the best years of 

our lives, playing for your high school team,” 

she said.

Gravel said that during the 1950s and 

1960s, Attleboro was very much a basket-

ball town.

“Although we had some very good foot-

ball teams throughout the years, some very 

good players, it was the basketball teams that 

generated the most consistent excitement and 

enthusiasm among the students and in the 

community,” he said.

“If you made the basketball team, you 

could almost be assured of playing in the old 

Tech Tourney at the Boston Garden. Be-

cause of our legendary coaches Howard 

Tozier and Jim Cassidy, we played at the 

Class A level from a Class D school, based 

on our enrollment.

“We played in the very tough Bristol 

League against Durfee, New Bedford, and 

always had a good record,” he said.

“One thing I remember most is the unwa-

vering, unconditional support of the student 

body and the community as a whole. And 

you need to realize that we got total support 

from the local media,” he said. “In addition 

to The Attleboro Sun, WARA radio had just 

hired a very young and very enthusiastic ra-

dio sports broadcaster, Walter Cryan, who 

brought every AHS football game and bas-

ketball game into the homes of everyone who 

couldn’t get to the games.

“Everyone in town knew the athletes and 

supported them in any way they could. I 

know winning brings joy and excitement to 

the local community, then and now.

“We played our home basketball games at 

the old armory on Pine Street, and it was like 

playing in a cave with the noise bouncing 

off the stone walls,” he said. “The gym held 

about 900 spectators, and if fans and stu-

dents didn’t get there by 5:30, you would not 

be able to get in.

“Workers from the local factories would 

stop brief ly at one of the several diners and 

then walk to the games. The students would 

pack one whole side of the bleachers and they 

would stamp their feet on the old bleachers, 

and the noise was deafening.

“There were a lot of great memories in 

basketball but the one occurrence that stuck 

with me the most occurred in 1961 after we 

lost a semi-final Tech Tourney heartbreaker 

to New Bedford and returned home late — 

well after midnight.

AT TLEBORO HIGH SPORTS MEMOR IE S

The Attleboro High School boys’ basketball team in 1941. 
The team recorded 16 wins and two losses in the ‘41-’42 season.

SEE SPORTS, PAGE 27 �
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Since ,Since ,  Flowers by the Station Flowers by the Station 

has proudly served the Attleboro area has proudly served the Attleboro area 

Family owned and operated, they off er the fi nest Family owned and operated, they off er the fi nest 

fl oral arrangements and gift baskets backed by friendly fl oral arrangements and gift baskets backed by friendly 

personal customer service. Th ey always go the extra mile personal customer service. Th ey always go the extra mile 

to make your fl oral arrangements perfectto make your fl oral arrangements perfect

 Union St., Attleboro  ✦  --

www.FlowersByTheStation.com
OPEN MONDAY – SATURDAY

✦  Weddings  ✦  Fresh Cut Flowers  ✦

✦  Gourmet Fruit Baskets and so much more!  ✦

FLOWERSFLOWERSby  the by  the StationStation
.

,

.

110 NORTH MAIN STREET,  ATTLEBORO
508-222-5810   www.br i s to lg lass .com

Certifi ed Technicians | Guaranteed Work
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“The bus was stopped about 

three miles from the YMCA, 

where we traditionally met the 

bus for away games. A police of-

ficer entered the bus and spoke 

quietly to coach Jim Cassidy, and 

then left.

“We had no idea what was go-

ing on. But when we arrived at 

the YMCA parking lot, there 

were 750 screaming fans there to 

greet us,” he said. “And we lost 

the game! That symbolized to me 

what it was like to play sports and 

grow up in Attleboro.

“The football game I remem-

ber most during a great 1960 sea-

son was a game against Mansfield 

which was billed as the “game of 

the century” because I was having 

great year at AHS and my good 

friend Ron Gentili of Mansfield 

was tearing up the Hockomock 

League. We lost 16-14 but it was 

a great game and a great experi-

ence.”

“The wins and losses and all 

the records, success, pales in com-

parison to the friendships and ca-

maraderie that teammates expe-

rience, whether they are the stars 

or the backups.

“Everyone learns to work to-

gether and pull for each other,” he 

said. “I love that expression that 

there is no I in team, and that’s 

what I remember most. My expe-

rience has always been that team-

mates play for their teammates 

and are driven more by not letting 

them down than by gaining any 

recognition for themselves.

“And, I can tell you that even 

after 50 years, those friend-

ships are still very strong. And it 

doesn’t matter how many points 

you scored, they are still your 

friends.”

Attleboro High 
School football team 

in October 1956. 
From left are Head 
Coach Bill Madden, 

Brad Pitman, 
Spencer Frazer, 
Eddie Calesa. 

Assistant Coach 
Bob Bray (who 

would become a 
principal at the 

school), Jim 
Cassidy (future 
Attleboro High 

coach and athletic 
director), Lou 
Governo, Guy 
Liberatore and 
Johnny Morin.
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ONE SW EE T V ICTORY

W
hen the sports world 

and the “real world” in-

tersect, tragedy is often 

the cause.

So it was in Attleboro late in the 

winter of 1997-98, when a champi-

onship basketball game — a note-

worthy occurrence in its own right 

— was magnified in its importance 

to a community mourning the sud-

den and tragic deaths of two popu-

lar city employees killed in the act 

of doing their everyday jobs.

It was precisely at 10:03 a.m. on 

Wednesday, March 4, 1998, when 

a catastrophic gas explosion lev-

eled a house at 57 George St., not 

far from Finberg Field. The shock-

waves from the explosion were felt 

in a several-mile radius throughout 

the city and beyond, but the deep-

est shock felt by the city was that 

two well-known and popular pub-

lic works employees had been killed 

in the blast.

Lawrence Poncin, 48, and Ber-

nard Hewitt, 47, were working 

an excavation at the site when the 

explosion occurred, presumably 

caused when a natural gas pipe-

line to the house was dislodged by 

a backhoe and gas that filled the 

basement of the nearby house ignit-

ed with terrifying force. 

Hewitt was killed instantly and 

Poncin died in the emergency room 

at Sturdy Memorial Hospital in 

Attleboro. Six others, including 

five city workers, were injured.

It was a sudden and heartbreak-

ing interruption of life in Attle-

boro.

Poncin and Hewitt were well-

known and well-liked, having vol-

unteered their time as coaches for 

the city’s youth sports leagues.

The city mourned, as it need-

ed to do.

But, the efforts of a talented 

group of Attleboro High School 

basketball players helped to restore 

a sense of normalcy to the city, and 

eventually bring it a joyful outcome 

that had not been experienced in 

55 years.

“Sometimes it still feels like yes-

terday,” said Mark Houle, the boys’ 

varsity basketball coach at Attle-

boro High for the past 19 years, 

who was in just his third season 

of coaching in 1998. “It was a sad 

time for the city, and we did talk 

often about what we were doing 

and what it meant to the city after 

the tragedy struck.” 

At the time, the bombardiers 

were already well along in their 

quest to win the MIAA Division 1 

basketball championship. Blessed 

with some of the finest talent in 

the state in a pair of juniors, center 

Leland Anderson and guard Der-

ek Swenson, the bombardiers had 

earned the Eastern Athletic Con-

ference championship, and simply 

kept on winning.

The EAC was not very highly 

regarded in state basketball circles, 

but the bombardiers kept finding 

ways to confound their critics and 

dismiss their competition.

On the very same night as the 

explosion, the 6-foot-7 Anderson 

scored 32 points and grabbed 11 re-

bounds to lead AHS past Boston 

English, 79-77, in the Division 1-

South semifinal at Taunton High.

“Everyone knew the men that 

were killed,” said Houle, a 1990 

AHS graduate and member of the 

school’s 1,000-point club. “They 

were fans of the team. They had 

been to the games. And even as we 

were going to the game in Taunton 

that night, the bus passed close to 

where the explosion had happened. 

Everyone got the sense that this 

had happened so close to home.

“They had a moment of si-

lence before the game in Taunton,” 

Houle added, “and it was very well-

received.”

That victory, in which the bom-

bardiers fended off a late Bos-

ton English comeback, sent them 

to a sectional final at UMass-Bos-

ton the following Sunday against 

Brookline. They trailed by three 

points early in the second half, but 

responded with a 19-4 run over a 

3½-minute span and won going 

away, 72-58. Swenson led all scor-

ers with 22 points, followed by An-

derson’s 18 and 12 apiece by Jason 

Case and Chris Downing.

The next stop was the Fleet-

Center (now the TD Garden) for 

the state semifinal, often called the 

mythical Eastern Mass. title game. 

Division 1-North champion Med-

ford provided stiff competition, but 

Attleboro prevailed 64-61 in over-

time to win the school’s first state 

title since former Mayor Kai Shang 

and his 1943 teammates won the 

Class A Tech Tournament, fore-

runner of today’s postseason play-

offs.

Case, the senior captain (who 

would, years later, become the win-

A city stands as one
BY MARK FARINELLA   I   SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

AHS boys’ state basketball title helps lift spirits after tragedy

Attleboro High School spirit was at an all-time high on March 10, 1998, during
the boys’ basketball semi-final game against Medford at the Fleet Center in Boston. 

The team went on to win the state title against Milford.

SEE VICTORY, PAGE 29 �
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ner of CBS-TV’s reality show, “The Amaz-

ing Race”), hit a three-point basket with 2:42 

left in the extra period to give Attleboro the 

lead for good.

Along the way, the bombardiers noticed a 

phenomenon taking place in the stands.

“It was like a sea of blue,” Houle said. 

“You’d look up even into the second deck of 

(the FleetCenter), which was usually closed 

for most of the high school games, and it was 

amazing. There was plenty of blue and white 

in the upper deck. It was the same thing in 

Worcester.

“There was an outpouring of support 

from the city,” Houle continued. “People just 

wanted to be a part of it. They wanted to see 

us through. They said they needed some-

thing to cheer for, to bring them some joy 

… there was a sense of a rallying cry for the 

city.”

The final step up the ladder came at what 

was then called the Worcester Centrum on 

Saturday, March 14. In the final game of the 

six-game championship program, the bom-

bardiers faced Central Mass. champion Mil-

ford — now, ironically, a fellow member of 

the Hockomock League with Attleboro — 

with more than 2,300 advance tickets having 

been sold at Attleboro High.

Admittedly, city basketball fans had 

a good feeling about the matchup. The 

bombardiers had won a regular-season 

game against the Scarlet Hawks, 89-63, 

with Anderson scoring a season-high 42 

points in the win. But on the Centrum’s 

hardcourt, Milford put up a battle wor-

thy of a championship game.

The score was tied (28-28) at half-

time, and while Attleboro ran off 15 

unanswered points at the start of the 

second half, Milford valiantly battled 

back to within a point, 54-53, with just 

over four minutes left. Swenson coun-

tered with a three-pointer and Chris 

Downing followed with a lay-in off an 

assist from Anderson to create a six-

point lead with 2:25 to go.

The Scarlet Hawks could not mount 

a significant challenge the rest of the 

way, and the ultimate prize belonged to the 

25-1 bombardiers. Anderson finished with 

29 points and 14 rebounds, and Swenson 

scored 11 of his 18 points in the second half 

to keep Milford at bay.

“One thing I remember about that team 

above all else is that as talented as our ju-

niors were, we had a great senior class,” said 

Houle, who will begin his 20th season at the 

bombardiers’ helm in late November. “Kids 

like Jason Smith, Jason Case, Matt Trabuc-

co, Eric Taylor, John Mangiaratti … they 

pushed that class of juniors to be the best 

they could be. Every practice was like an ab-

solute war.”

An early-season thigh injury to Ander-

son the following year sabotaged the bom-

bardiers’ chances to repeat as champions in 

1999, but they did reach a sectional semi-

final to secure their place in city basketball 

history.

But, the 1998 team provided so much 

more to a city in its time of need.

“Even to this day, people remember it,” 

Houle said. “People still come up to me and 

tell me they were there at the championship 

game and how much it meant to them to 

cheer for Attleboro and to be happy again.”

ONE SW EE T V ICTORY

FROM PAGE 28

Attleboro High’s Derek Swenson races for 
ball with Milford’s Joe Colelli during first half 

of the state basketball final in 1998 at 
the Worcester Centrum. AHS went on to 

win the title.
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SPORTS MEMOR IE S

A reader’s request sparks memory 
of when Babe Ruth played in the city

When Babe came to Attleboro

W
hen The Sun Chronicle this past 

spring put out a call for local leg-

ends of which our readers may 

have fond memories, Instagram 

user mbaldwin85 suggested we 

look into a famous bit of local lore: 

that baseball great Babe Ruth once played a game at Attle-

boro’s Hayward Field. 

As many local legends are, this tale was fraught with 

conflicting information and varying accounts. Fortunately 

for us, George Kelleher-Bianchi, who has done exhaustive 

writing and research in this area, stepped up to the plate in 

order to help us get our facts straight. 

While the Bambino’s stop in Attleboro is a quite fa-

mous — and very true — story, many may not know that 

this visit was far from a chance occurrence.

“What I found was an amazing story about some of the 

best ballplayers who ever lived,” said Kelleher Bianchi, “lo-

cal men who loved their community, and an incredible 

chapter in baseball history.”

Anyone who has driven down County Street, near 

downtown Attleboro, will have noticed three Victori-

an houses with circular terraces and impressive spires. A 

Sun Chronicle article from July 3, 2010 notes that these 

were constructed by Robert Wolfenden, founder of Robert 

Wolfenden and Sons, one of the biggest dye companies in 

the United States during the ’20s and ’30s.

During the 1920s, Attleboro and North Attleboro 

played a yearly baseball series against one another. In the 

years of 1919, 1920 and 1923, some competitive spending 

by Oscar Wolfenden and his contemporaries would turn 

these games into what was billed as “The Little World Se-

ries.” 

According to the Babe Ruth biography “The Big Bam,” 

BY EAMON LEVESQUE  |  THE SUN CHRONICLE

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

Babe Ruth 
SEE THE BABE, PAGE 31 �
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SPORTS MEMOR IE S

by Leigh Montville, it was during this year 

that Oscar Wolfenden decided that his town 

was not to be outdone by North Attleboro. 

Backed with the aid of several other local 

businessmen, Wolfenden decided that At-

tleboro’s local players could use some assist-

ance.

Here’s where things get tricky. The Sun 

Chronicle’s archives contain an editorial, de-

tailing an eyewitness account of Babe play-

ing for North Attleboro, on Attleboro’s 

Brady Field. The location of his appearance 

has been verified, but — perhaps unsurpris-

ingly — conflicting information exists re-

garding for what team Babe Ruth made his 

appearance.

“The ‘local legend’ and the focus on Babe 

Ruth as the center of the “Little World Se-

ries” has led to significant distortions of 

fact,” Kelleher-Bianchi said.

“As I went back and began research-

ing the Little World Series, I discovered 

that most secondary reporting contained a 

number of significant factual errors about 

the number of games, who won, the dates of 

games, and players who participated.”

For instance, Montville’s biography states 

that Ruth was recruited by Wolfenden, 

who gave Attleboro baseball manager Dan 

O’Connell a great deal of cash in order to 

“get some better ballplayers” after losing the 

first game of the series.

We can be sure O’Connell did exactly 

that: He not only picked pitcher Carl Mays 

(who has the unfortunate legacy of throwing 

the beanball responsible for the only on-field 

death in Major League Baseball), but also 

Joe Connolly, league-leading hitter for the 

1914 Boston Braves, among many other im-

pressive players. 

However, Ruth, the rapidly aspiring 

pitcher-turned-slugger, was not among those 

picked for Attleboro’s squad. After viewing 

“the original articles about the Little World 

Series in the Attleboro Sun, North Attleboro 

Chronicle, Providence Journal, and Boston 

Globe,” Kelleher-Bianchi said that Ruth was 

picked and paid for by a number of smaller 

fundraisers from North Attleboro. 

In hindsight, the Babe is absolutely the 

most notable player to have taken part in the 

Little World Series. Yet all accounts of the 

single game he played in note a fairly lacklus-

ter performance. 

Performance was ‘nothing special’

Montville’s biography notes “nothing 

special” from the Bambino’s performance. 

Former Sun Chronicle managing editor and 

columnist Bill Hannan recalled “one sin-

gle in four trips,” which differs only slight-

ly from Kelleher-Bianchi’s record of 1 and 

5, (the discrepancy may be caused by the 

fact that Babe was intentionally walked dur-

ing one at bat.)  Yet while the appearance of 

baseball’s most venerable player in Attleboro 

is certainly historic, Kelleher-Bianchi main-

tains that it’s important not to let this de-

tail prevent us from seeing the forest for the 

trees. According to him, Many other incred-

ible stories contributed to the Little World 

Series and its mythic status. 

“My favorite fact that I’ve unearthed dur-

ing my research is that future Hall-of-Fam-

er Rabbit Maranville of the Boston Braves 

was willing to accept a $500 fine from the 

Braves’ management to play for Attleboro...” 

said Kelleher-Bianchi (This sum would equal 

about $6,850 today, according to the Bureau 

of Labor Statistics.)

“Even after being fined $500, Maranville 

refused to accept any pay for playing for At-

tleboro. He genuinely loved the city and loved 

the fans. I wish that we had a street named 

after him in Attleboro. He earned it.”

“My hope is to complete my research and 

publish a book about the Little World Se-

ries,” Kelleher-Bianchi said. “I think that 

baseball fans will appreciate how special the 

Little World Series was in the history of 

baseball and how important Attleboro is in 

understanding that history.”

Thanks again to mbaldwin85 for the 

great suggestion. For more on this story, and 

the many other stars that the Little World 

Series brought to town, visit Kelleher-Bi-

anchi’s website, attleborolittleworldseries.

blogspot.com.

FROM PAGE 30
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happy 100th 

birthday
to the city of Attleboro

Happy to share this centennial celebration with you

visit us at 469 Pleasant St., 251 Washington St. & 206 E. Washington St. stopandshop.comvisit us at 469 Pleasant St., & 251 Washington St., Attleboro  •  206 E. Washington St., North Attleboro
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SCHOOL S

E
ducation in Attleboro has a long history, dat-

ing back almost to the founding of the com-

munity in 1694.

There is no record of schools in Attleboro 

before 1716, according to A. Irvin Studley in 

his History of Attleboro, more than 20 years 

after the town’s incorporation. One Deacon Daggett was ap-

pointed the first schoolmaster, according to historical accounts.

At first, classes were split among various sections of town, 

seven months at a time. Some years, no school was held.

Progress toward what is today’s modern school system be-

gan in the 1800s when the town authorized money for the 

building of individual school houses. They were mostly one-

room affairs with multiple grades.

Long before the population explosion that would require 

the construction of large school buildings, classes were con-

ducted in small buildings in various neighborhoods. Town re-

cords from 1846 count no fewer than 23 schools.

The town’s first high school, divided into two parts, came 

into being in 1867, with one school on South Washington 

Street in what is now North Attleboro and the other on South 

Main Street, opposite what is now The Sun Chronicle.

In the 1870s, North Attleboro split from Attleboro and be-

came a separate municipality with its own school system.

By the 1880s, school enrollment in Attleboro proper had 

reached 1,500 and climbing, paving the way for a building 

A greater focus on education

Find 
The Sun 
Chronicle 
on social 

media

As town became a city, more emphasis placed on schools
BY RICK FOSTER  |  THE SUN CHRONICLE

SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE 33 �

Students at the 
Bank Street School 

in Attleboro in 1926.
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boom to accommodate an expanding number of 

schoolchildren.

The first decade of the 1900s saw the con-

struction of Farmers, Richardson, Briggs Cor-

ner, Washington and Bliss Schools, followed by 

Tiffany School in 1912.

The burgeoning school population demand-

ed a modern high school, and a site was select-

ed for a three-story, Greek revival structure on 

County Street.

The building, completed in 1914, contin-

ued in service until the early 1960s, when a new 

structure was built on Rathbun Willard Drive.

With growing opportunities for jobs in the 

local jewelry industry and an expanding busi-

ness community, manual training became a 

function of the school department.

At first, a “trade” school was established in 

the Ingraham Building on Union Street. The 

commitment to technical education would even-

tually culminate in a massive career and tech-

nical education component of the present high 

school, offering training in disciplines ranging 

from health care to auto mechanics.

As the 20th century progressed, the city was 

confronted by a need to modernize its existing 

collection of school buildings. Older buildings 

including Farmers, Bliss, Lincoln and Washing-

ton were closed or converted to other purposes.

The “new” high school on Rathbun Wil-

lard Drive would double in size by 1975, fol-

lowing an expansion prompted by increased en-

rollment. Later, twin elementary schools, Hill 

Roberts and Hyman Fine, and two new middle 

schools, Brennan and Wamsutta, were added to 

the existing high school, Coelho Middle School 

and Thacher, Willett and Studley elementa-

ry schools, creating the current line up of nine 

public school buildings.

SCHOOL S

Above: The Bishop Street school bus in Attleboro on June 22, 1925. 
Mr. Kellogg was the driver. Above left: The Academy seen in the late 

1800s.  The school gave Academy Street its name. The children in the 
photo were probably pupils at the Sanford Street School, which 

was next door and had a large playground.

Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, July 13, 2014 � The Attleboro Sun and The North Attleboro Chronicle, July 18, 2014 33

Kevin S. Bowman, M.D.  |  J. Jeffrey Poggi, M.D.  | Daniel A. Aaron, M.D. 
Steven L. Blazar, M.D.  | David J. Cicerchia, M.D.

Michael D. Feldman, M.D.  | Jonathan A. Gastel, M.D.  | Steven N. Graff, M.D. 
Howard S. Hirsch, M.D.  | Eric F. Walsh, M.D.

to the 

City of Attleboro 
ON YOUR 

100th Anniversary

(Formerly Orthopedic Group, Inc.)

16 Hillside Ave., Attleboro, MA  |  508-222-4450  |  blackstoneorthopedics.com

Congratulations

Our 21st Year of Service to the City of AttleboroOur 21st Year of Service to the City of Attleboro



E22 Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, Attleboro - No. Attleboro, Mass. � Saturday, July 12, 2014

CULTUR E

F
rom authors 

to actors and 

bandlead-

ers, Attle-

boro has 

contributed 

its share to the molding of 

popular culture over the past 

100 years.

Notables include Gram-

my winning hitmaker Ray 

Conniff, Broadway, mov-

ie and opera star Robert 

Rounseville and biographer 

and novelist William Man-

chester.

But the Attleboro area’s 

part in America’s artistic 

legacy isn’t just a recent de-

velopment.

One of the most influ-

ential early American com-

posers during the late 1700s 

and early 1800s, Daniel 

Read, was born in Attle-

boro, although most of his 

working life was spent in 

Connecticut. 

Read, who served in the 

Revolutionary War, was 

a prolific writer of hymn 

tunes, which also formed 

the basis for the popular 

music of the time.

The contribution of At-

tleboro-born artists to mu-

sic would remain a strong 

theme throughout the 20th 

and early 21st centuries.

Rounseville, endowed 

with a remarkable ten-

or voice, applied himself to 

a career as an opera singer, 

but eventually found him-

self in even greater demand 

for Broadway musicals, as 

well as on the silver screen 

and eventually in television.

In 1956, he reached the 

pinnacle of his career, star-

ring in the movie version 

of Rodgers and Hammer-

stein’s stage musical “Car-

ousel” and on stage in the 

original production of 

Leonard Bernstein’s Can-

dide.

Rounseville returned to 

a major Broadway produc-

tion in 1965 when he played 

the priest in the musical 

“Man of La Mancha.”

Another Attleboro artist 

would have an even bigger 

impact on American music.

Joseph Raymond “Ray” 

Conniff, born in 1916 to a 

musical family, found initial 

success as a big band trom-

bonist with Artie Shaw and 

other orchestras. 

But his talents as an ar-

ranger, composer and inno-

vator raised his status to a 

musical visionary.

He eventually would 

produce some of the biggest 

hits of the 1950s, boosting 

the careers of a number of 

legendary artists.

Following service in the 

Army in World War II, 

Conniff was hired by Mitch 

Miller of Columbia records 

arranging tunes and work-

ing in the studio with such 

recording stars as Rosemary 

Clooney, Marty Robbins, 

Frankie Laine, Guy Mitch-

ell and Johnnie Ray.

Using his orchestra to 

back popular recordings, 

Conniff helped to engineer 

a string of hits by popu-

lar artists of the day includ-

ing Don Cherry’s “Band 

of Gold,” “Just Walkin 

In The Rain” by John-

ny Ray, “Moonlight Gam-

bler” by Frankie Laine and 

“A White Sportcoat and a 

Pink Carnation” by Marty 

Robbins.

Conniff struck real 

gold, however, when Mill-

er paired him with then-

unknown singer Johnny 

Mathis. “Chances Are” and 

“It’s Not For Me To Say” 

were just two of the legend-

ary hits crafted under Con-

niff ’s supervision.

But Conniff was just 

getting started.

With Miller’s encour-

Musicians, writers, actors and artists
Attleboro’s influence on American culture reached far and wide over 100 years

BY RICK FOSTER   I   SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

A young Ray Conniff in the studio. 

SEE CULTURE, PAGE 35 �

One of tenor Robert 
Rounseville’s albums Conniff in his 

later years.
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1). June 17, 1914
2). Governor David I. Walsh 
3). Harold E. Sweet 
4). January 5, 1915 
5). Republican State Representative 
 George Worrall 
6). 18,000 
7). “The Hub of the 
 Jewelry World” 
8). Frank Mossberg
9). 96%
10). Edward A. Sweeney

Answers to Trivia Answers to Trivia 
Questions from page 25Questions from page 25
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agement, Conniff began recording in his own 

right, both as a leader of orchestra and cho-

ral groups. 

His easy listening formula struck a chord 

with the Greatest Generation and sold tens of 

millions of records throughout the ’50s and 

’60s.

Conniff ’s crowning honor came in 1965 

when he and his chorus won a Grammy award 

for the record version of “Somewhere My 

Love,” the theme from the hit movie “Doc-

tor Zhivago.”

A famous author
Author William Manchester experienced 

the 20th century as few other Americans had 

— coming to grips with its gritty reality as 

a Marine in the battle for Okinawa, and lat-

er writing intimate biographies of some of the 

century’s most influential figures.

Manchester, born in 1922, served in both 

Guadalcanal and Okinawa during World War 

II, where he was wounded in action. 

He later wrote about his wartime experi-

ences in “Goodbye Darkness: A Memoir of 

The Pacific War.”

But Manchester, who moved from Attle-

boro to Springfield, is better known for his 

books dealing with historical figures who 

shaped the 20th century.

After returning from World War II, Man-

chester joined The Baltimore Sun where he 

met H.L. Mencken and wrote a biography of 

the legendary journalist.

He later wrote hefty biographies of con-

troversial Army Gen. Douglas MacArthur 

and former British Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill.

But the Attleboro-born author is best 

known as the author of “The Death of a Pres-

ident,” dealing with the assassination of Presi-

dent John F. Kennedy.

Widow Jacqueline Kennedy sued to pre-

vent publication of the book, but later relented 

— reportedly after Manchester agreed to re-

move some portions of the manuscript dealing 

with Kennedy’s personal life.

CULTUR E

Attleboro native William Manchester in his Wesleyan University office
in Middletown, Conn., in 1979. Manchester was the award-winning author 
of popular biographies on Winston Churchill and Douglas MacArthur and 

the controversial chronicler of President Kennedy’s assassination. 

FROM PAGE 34
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The church is home to the Amazing Grace Preschool 
and Grace Baptist Christian Academy which 

opened in 2001 and serves children, 
Kindergarten through Grade 12.

Nov. 1939 - Grace Baptist Church formed

March 1955 - New church edifi ce built on North Main St.

Sept. 1988 - Rev. Jeffrey R. Bailey was asked to become 
the Senior Pastor along with his wife Lorraine.

June 2003 - Grace Baptist Church purchased extensive 
property at 1000 Oakhill Ave. and moved Grace Baptist 
Christian Academy as well as Amazing Grace Preschool.

G.A.R. Hall
County St., Attleboro

An independent Baptist Church

CHURCH SERVICES:

Sunday School for All Ages
10 a.m.

Worship Services
Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Grace Baptist Grace Baptist 
ChurchChurch  

1000 Oakhill Ave., Attleboro, MA  |  (508)222-8675
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CULTUR E

Much like the rest of 
the country and western 
world, Attleboro culture 
in the 1950s and 1960s 
underwent a dramatic 

change thanks to the in-
fluence of rock ’n’ roll.

At left is George Leonard, 
better known as Geor-
gie Porgy, who’s Bea-
tle-like haircut got him 
tossed out of Attleboro 
High School and led to a 
lawsuit that almost made 
its way to the Supreme 
Court. Leonard, a musi-
cian, remains involved in 

the arts today. 
At right, some impromp-
tu dancing in the streets 
of downtown Attleboro 

brought traffic to a halt.
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We Have Grown Together…
Congratulations on Your 100th Attleboro!

In the more than 90 years since then, Larson 
has grown in size and stature to become a 
valued supplier of precision metal stampings 
and assemblies to hundreds of companies in 
the United States. By offering a wide range of 
capabilities - including forming, stamping, deep 
drawing, assembly, brazing, painting, coining, 
and more - Larson has developed the ability to 
provide high quality, cost-effective solutions.

Through signifi cant investment in leading edge 
manufacturing equipment and the continued 
support from customers and loyal co-workers, 
Larson has reinforced the commitment made 
by the founders to do whatever is necessary to 
meet and exceed customer expectations.

Making a Difference for
More Than 90 Years

   O l i v e  S t r e e t,  A t t l e b o r o ,  M A   |   P h o n e :  (   )     -    

www.larsontool.com

Larson Tool &
Stamping Company

Then - 1920

Now - 2014

FOR MORE THAN 90 YEARS
Larson Tool & Stamping Company has been a 
valued supplier of precision metal stampings 
and assemblies to hundreds of companies in 
the United States.

HappyHappy  100100thth
Anniversary AttleboroAnniversary Attleboro

55 NEWLAND STREET 
NORTON, MA 02766

508-285-3264 
www.dcn-home.com

Organized in the early 1920s, fulfilling the 
wishes of Harriot A. Newcomb to create a 
home for aged ladies, the Daggett-Crandall-
Newcomb Home is a 1966 consolidation of the 
John Daggett-Frances A. Crandall Home for 
Aged Women of Attleboro and the Newcomb 
Home of Norton.

In 1968, it moved to its present location in 
Norton on five acres overlooking a certified 
wildlife habitat. The lovely grounds have 
widely paved walking paths to accomodate 
everyone. The home’s solarium, living and 
dining rooms are warmly decorated, welcom-
ing to residents and visitors alike.

We provide medical care, social activities, 
nutritious meals, housekeeping and laundry 
services, on-site beauty salon and barbershop, 

comfort and security. More importantly, we 
offer peace of mind and loving care.

If you’re looking for comfort, convenience, 
24-hour care, peace of mind, security and 
a “homelike feel,” the Daggett-Crandall-
Newcomb Home is the place for you or your 
precious family member. Simply give us a call 
and set up a tour.
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CA PRON PA R K

Attleboro’s emerald gem

B
efore there was the City of Attleboro, 

there was Capron Park.

September 2001 marked the 100th an-

niversary of the park’s dedication after 

about 30 acres was conveyed to the then 

Town of Attleborough by the Capron 

family in honor of Dennis Capron.

The town paid $1 for the land, which was to carry 

the Capron name.

The first building erected in the park was the Casino 

in 1902, which later served as the site for the Attleboro 

Museum and now houses offices for the park and forest-

ry department.

The bandstand followed in 1908; the Newell Shel-

ter in 1910.

Capron Park has been 

a city institution for 

more than a century

BY SUSAN LAHOUD  |  SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

The iconic entrance arch to Capron Park was erected in 1937 and appears to be brand new in this photo.SEE CAPRON PARK, PAGE 38 �
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WE DELIVER

508-226-2355
290 COUNTY STREET, ATTLEBORO

Sunday - Wednesday 11:00 am-9:30 pm • Thursday - Saturday 11:00 am-10:00 pm

Thank You To All 

Who Support 

Local Business

Happy 100th Anniversary Attleboro

Happy 100th Anniversary Attleboro

ANAWAN 
GLASS & MIRROR, INC.

250 South Main Street, Attleboro

508.223.2291
AnawanGlass.com

In Attleboro Since 2003

WE CAN UPGRADE YOUR LIVING SPACE

Wi-Fi Available

The Florence Hayward
Sweet Club House

Showers - Receptions - Parties - Meetings
Recitals - Exhibits - Sweet 16 Parties

Call 508-222-3512
44 Peck St., Attleboro, MA

Offers Gracious Accommodations For

email: info@sweethouse.com  |  website: www.sweetclubhouse.com

Congratulations to
Attleboro

on its 100th

Since 
1956
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CA PRON PA R K

FROM PAGE 37

The first zoo on site was built in 1922 

through donations from Attleboro schoolchil-

dren in a campaign spearheaded by The Attle-

boro Sun.

That gave rise to a more elaborate zoo in 

1937 under a fund established by a Capron fam-

ily member, followed by a four-year restoration 

project in the late 1980s.

Capron Park continues to draw people from 

far and near with its zoo, playground and paths 

around the monument studded grounds.

The Attleboro Garden Club and the city 

have joined to restore the Anderson Rose Gar-

den in the park. And the site, along with the 

Hagopian walk, including a gazebo, have served 

as the backdrop for many wedding pictures over 

the years.

Once complete, the restoration project will 

be dedicated to the city as a gift in honor of its 

100th anniversary of incorporation, though it is 

not scheduled to be completed until 2015, which 

will mark both the rose garden and the garden 

club’s joint 60th anniversary.

Above: What appears to be a bear roams in an animal display at 
the park around 1937.

Right: The duck pond at Capron Park was a popular place
to go ice skating during the winter in the city for many years. 

This photo is likely from the early 1960s.
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Norton, Massachusetts   wheatoncollege.edu

Student focused | World ready

World-changing 
people and ideas 

flourish here
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CA PRON PA R K

Above: The Attleboro Con-
cert Band performs in 

the music shell at Capron 
Park on the July 4th holi-
day sometime in the ear-

ly 1960s. 

Right: Swans splash 
around the Hunton Pool at 
Capron Park on a snowy 

day in January 1961.

Above: The Braves posed 
for a photo at Capron Park 
(note the road around the 
duck pond to the right) as 
the Little Attleboro League 

champs in 1955. 

Left: The Hunton Pool 
at Capron Park as it

looked in 1962.

Frosty the polar bear explores 
his ice-covered cage at Cap-
ron Park in December 1959.

Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, July 13, 2014 � The Attleboro Sun and The North Attleboro Chronicle, July 18, 2014 15Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, July 13, 2014 � The Attleboro Sun and The North Attleboro Chronicle, July 18, 2014 39

TEIXEIRA FINANCIAL GROUP
PROVIDING A COMPETITIVE EDGE IN TODAY’S FINANCIAL MARKETPLACE

Happy 100th 
Anniversary Attleboro

Paul M. Teixeira Financial Advisor*

Ryan M. Teixeira Financial Management*

R E C I P I E N T  O F  M U LT I PL E 
F I N A N C I A L  I N D U S T RY  AWAR D S

MASSACHUSETTS
228 County St., Attleboro, MA 02703  •  (508)431-1099

“EXPERIENCE WHY MANY HAVE CHOSEN OUR SERVICES”   

RHODE ISLAND
750 East Ave., Pawtucket, RI 02860  •  (401)729-1391

* Securities and Advisory Services offered through Lincoln Financial Securities Corporation, Member SIPC. Lincoln Financial Securities Corp. and Teixeira Financial Services are not affi liated.  
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STUR DY MEMOR I A L  HOSPITA L

I t’s 7:30 in the morning on 

April 14, 1913, and Rob-

ert Schofield is in pain. 

Schofield is suffering 

from a double inguinal 

hernia, a condition a bit too graph-

ic for print.

Suffice it to say, he really needs 

a doctor.

Luck is on his side, though, be-

cause Sturdy Memorial Hospi-

tal just opened on Park Street, on-

ly a streetcar ride away from Scho-

field’s home in Attleboro’s He-

bronville section.

He is admitted as the hospital’s 

first patient in its 15-bed facility.

Two hours later, nurses ad-

minister a welcome mix of mor-

phine and atropine, and Schofield 

is knocked thoroughly unconscious 

as Dr. John Arnold Reese performs 

the surgery to repair his hernia.

Afterward, he’s put on a liquid 

diet of water, beet juice, coffee and 

eggnog before being switched over 

to corn chowder, macaroni and 

malted milk. 

Twelve days later, Schofield 

pays his $35 bill and walks out 

a healed man. Sturdy Memorial 

Hospital is officially in business, a 

success that began three years ear-

lier.

Faced with a booming jewelry 

manufacturing market and a grow-

ing population at the turn of the 

20th century, a group of business-

men, doctors and volunteers decid-

ed Attleboro needed a hospital.

They formed a non-profit orga-

nization called the Attleborough 

Hospital Corporation in 1910, 

Hospital helps establish Attleboro as a city

BY EMILY O’DONNELL   I   SUN CHRONICLE STAFF

Sturdy Memorial got under way one year before Attleborough became Attleboro

Sturdy Memorial 
Hospital opened 

its doors in 
Attleboro in 
1913, a year 

before the town 
became a city.

SEE STURDY, PAGE 42 �
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Today, as a member of the Wickeder Group based in Germany, EMS provides clad or composite 
metals to many diverse industries including appliance, automotive, heavy truck, electrical distri-
bution, home ventilation and air conditioning, industrial control, telecommunications and more.  

Products manufactured every day in the Attleboro plant are found in your home, offi ce, and auto-
mobile - circuit breakers, high end multi-layer cookware, large truck bumpers, over current and 
over temperature protection materials for appliances, thermostats, hearing aid batteries, heat 
exchangers and  engine exhaust catalysts.

The ability to maintain this leadership position against world-wide competition is a tribute to the 
contributions and resiliency of its employees, many of whom are 2nd generation employees and 
the history of metals expertise in the Attleboro area.

Engineered Materials 
Solutions LLC, the global 
leader in clad metal products, has been 
headquartered in Attleboro for nearly 100 
years. From our earliest days supplying gold 
clad to the jewelry industry through the 
invention of US clad coinage as part of Texas 
Instruments in the early 1960’s, EMS has long 
been an innovator of unique materials.

39 Perry Avenue   |   Attleboro, MA   |   508.342.2100

EMS would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Attleboro on reaching 
the 100-year milestone in 2014 (EMS will reach 100 years in 2016)! 
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Fine Namebadges Since 1947
Best impressions begin here!

51 Newcomb Street  •  Attleboro, MA  • (508)222-2877  •  www.ReevesNamepins.com

First with the leaders large & small 
for many good reasons!

Great care is taken in each production step: die 
forming, engraving and polishing, plating and 
fi nishing. There are numerous special design features 
(bottom) developed with some of our Leading Police 
and Fire Departments and Government Agencies. 
Service is outstanding...most orders, large or 
small are out next or following day!

  REEVES IS A RESPECTFUL LEADER FOR 
• Commercial/Public/Fraternal
• Law Enforcement/Public Safety

  Including Attleboro Police Dept.
• Lodging/Hospitality
• Nursing/Healthcare
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headed by Dr. Laura Gustin 

Mackie and prominent business-

man Joseph Lyman Sweet, the 

head of the R.F. Simmons Co.

The group struggled to secure 

funding for the establishment of 

a hospital until 1911, when El-

len Winsor, heiress to the estate 

of James H. and Adah S. Sturdy, 

left a large bequest to the town to 

build a hospital in memory of her 

parents.

The gift included the former 

James H. Sturdy homestead and 

$93,000 of personal property in an 

investment trust. 

It was approved by town meet-

ing voters in May 1911, and 

Thomas Marsden of Providence 

began working on building plans 

the following summer. 

Sturdy Memorial Hospital 

opened in April 1913 under the 

motto: “It is an honor to serve.” 

Sweet headed the hospital as its 

first president and brought in Dr. 

Joseph W. Battershall Sr. as medi-

cal staff president and Gwendolyn 

Rice, a graduate of the first nurs-

ing school organized by Florence 

Nightingale, as superintendent.  

By the end of 1913, some 183 

patients were admitted and 130 

operations were performed, ac-

cording to a report filed by Rice. 

Fast-forward to a century lat-

er, and those numbers seem infin-

itesimal.

Under a new motto, “Amaz-

ing Medicine, Surprisingly Close,” 

Sturdy admitted 6,697 patients, 

about 18 patients a day, and re-

corded 751 births in 2013.

Today, the hospital offers can-

cer treatment, plastic surgery, car-

diac catheterization, a highly re-

garded maternity program, a sleep 

lab and a pain management clinic.

The hospital consistently ex-

ceeds the national average of days 

to healing and the percent of 

wounds healed, and has amassed a 

number of top honors. 

Sturdy earned the designation 

of Top Performer on Key Quali-

ty from the Joint Commission on 

Hospital Accreditation, one of on-

ly 10 hospitals in Massachusetts 

to earn such a distinction. The 

Massachusetts Hospital Associa-

STUR DY MEMOR I A L  HOSPITA L

FROM PAGE 40

An old operating theater at Sturdy Memorial Hospital.
SEE STURDY, PAGE 43 �
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- Your Complete Hardware Store -

40 NORTH MAIN STREET ATTLEBORO
www.easternsupplyco.com  |  508-222-1557

Owner, Bob Shapiro and Manager, Paul Ladouceur

Serving the Attleboro area for 74 years.
Knowledgeable and Courteous Customer Service

BEST 
WISHES

ATTLEBORO 
on your 

100th

SIMPLY ITALIAN

Summer Schedule
Thursday - Friday  10 - 7

Saturday 10 - 4

84 TAUNTON STREET   •   RTE 152   •   PLAINVILLE, MA
BEHIND BOSTON TROPICAL TREE

(508)643-4500 | sorellassimplyitalian.com

�  Delicous 
Sandwiches

�  Calzones
�  Homemade 

Soups
�  Pizza
�  Italian 

Dinners

•   DINE IN   •   TAKE OUT   •   DELIVERY   •   CATERING   •

Everything cooked on premises, 
utilizing ingredients from Sorellas Garden!



 Supplement to The Sun Chronicle, Attleboro - No. Attleboro, Mass. � Sunday, July 13, 2014  E19

tion ranked Sturdy in the top quartile for 

staffing of medical/surgical units and pe-

diatrics. 

The hospital has accomplished quite a 

bit since the day Robert Schofield walked 

in. 

And, perhaps the best source to en-

compass the hospital’s history comes from 

Sturdy itself in report published by the 

hospital in 2003. 

“Throughout Sturdy Memorial Hospi-

tal’s 90-year history, its leaders have built 

a financially cost-effective, high-quality, 

and technologically superb hospital that 

far surpasses the vision of its founders,” 

the report reads. “The next 90 years will 

hold even greater opportunities, accom-

panied by extraordinary challenges. The 

members of our communities can rest as-

sured that there is unwavering commit-

ment by today’s leadership to ensure qual-

ity care for generations to come.”

STUR DY MEMOR I A L  HOSPITA L

FROM PAGE 42

Just as Sturdy Memorial Hospital today looks nothing like it did 
in this postcard from shortly after its 1913 opening, the Attleboro 

facility will likely change greatly in the next century. 
Sturdy Memorial Hospital’s Florence Heyward Sweet 

maternity ward opened in 1923.
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Pizza

We DeliverWe Deliver
508-455-4701

Happy 100th Happy 100th 
Anniversary Anniversary 

AttleboroAttleboro
Thank You for including 
us in the city’s on-going 
rejuvenation efforts 
in the downtown area
     - Paul Albrecht and Staff

Visit our new website
Online ordering now availableOnline ordering now available

P a r k S t r e e t P i z z a . n e t

104 Park Street, Attleboro

Fresh Seafood • Chicken Wings • Homemade Soups
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34 South Main Street   |   Attleboro, MA   |   (508)222-7000   |   www.thesunchronicle.com

The Sun Chronicle Family wishes a

A century 
to remember

Join the fun & festivities 

Saturday, 
September 6th!
Parade  •  Picnic  •  Fireworks 

at Capron Park

Happy 100th to the City of Attleboro!
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Working together every step of the way!>

TharpeRobbins
400 O’Neil Blvd., Attleboro, MA

TR Headquarters
149 Crawford Rd., Statesville, NC

1.800.688.3024
TharpeRobbins.com

Rich in history and expertise, The Robbins Company was established in 
1892 by Charles Robbins, a prominent jeweler in Attleboro, Mass. In a 
shed near his home, he produced his first piece of jewelry, a campaign 
button to promote Benjamin Harrison for president.

Being in the awards and 
recognition business, 
we’d like to say… 
Congratulations Attleboro!Things have evolved since 1892. In 2007, 

The Robbins Company merged with 
Statesville, N.C. business, The Tharpe 
Company to form The TharpeRobbins 
Company, further strengthening the 
services offered. While our name has 
changed, what we do has not. We 
continue to manufacture jewelry and 
awards in our ISO-certified facility in 
Attleboro, Mass. 

Our manufacturing facilities have been 
offering our clients world-class design 
and craftsmanship for over 100 years.  
Our history ranges from casting a gold 
medallion in 1927 to honor Charles A 
Lindbergh’s first solo transatlantic flight, 
the 1950’s cereal box “decoder ring”, 
Olympic Medals, World Series Awards 
and 9/11 Medals of Honor and Heroism 
to NASA Flight Medallions.

TharpeRobbins prides itself on its history 
and the legacy it continues, including 
the citizens and craftsmen of the greater 
Attleboro area that we employ. The 
talented people in our manufacturing 
department have been with us an average 
of 15 years and many of them live in the 
city or surrounding communities. 

Today, we are regarded as an innovative, 
dynamic force in the recognition 
industry, with a client list that includes 
many Fortune 1000 companies. Our 
manufacturing facility incorporates cutting 
edge technologies and strategies that 
unite our old world craftsmanship with 
the 21st century. We can create custom 
client award from the ground up to fashion 
jewelry crafted from precious metals. The 
goal is to be the best at what we do – from 
design to manufacturing, quality, and value 
– all made here in the U.S.A, but more 
specifically in Attleboro, Mass. 

To the citizens and craftsmen of the greater Attleboro 
community: You’ve personally played an enormous role in 
our growth and success. We wouldn’t be where we are today 
without you. We “thank you” and we tip our hats to the city 
of Attleboro as it celebrates its 100th anniversary.
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OR IGINS  OF A  CIT Y

‘C
ity title would sound 

bigger.”

Stuck in the middle 

of an editorial in The 

Attleboro Sun of Nov. 

2, 1914, endorsing the 

city charter that would be voted the next day, 

that assertion looks like a throwaway line.

Transforming from a town to a city form 

of government had to be more than a matter 

of pride, didn’t it?

And spokesmen for the charter move-

ment — mainly Frank Mossberg, president 

of the board of trade, and Attleboro Sun edi-

tor Charles Cain, in brief unsigned editorials 

— did make a strong case that local govern-

ment was sorely in need of reform:

� The town meeting and board of select-

men system was lacking in central authority.

� There was a lack of consolidation “to 

save salaries.”

� “The trouble here is that the civic bur-

den has grown so great,” said one of The 

Sun’s many pro-city charter editorials.

It noted that town meeting, held at the 

State Armory (now recreation center) was 

overcrowded. The warrant for the 1914 

meeting included 86 articles. The number of 

candidates in the town election that year had 

grown to 62 candidates, it observed, describ-

ing the ballot as “unwieldy.”

� While town meetings were crowded, 

drawing more than 800 voters to one session 

in the year of its finale in Attleboro, Moss-

berg noted there were then “3,400 voters, to 

which we add several hundred every year.” 

This meant, he said, that it is “usually left to 

comparatively few people” to make the town’s 

decisions.”

� “The town auditing is a joke,” said an 

editorial, while a news article asserted the 

accounts of nearly every department in the 

Taking Attleboro to another level
A call for reform moved municipality

from a town to a city

Frank Mossberg, at left in second car, then president of the board of trade, 
rides in the first electric car made by his company with James E. Blake. He and 
the others in the photo are on their way to the Powham Club on Aug. 14, 1900.SEE REFORM, PAGE 47 �

‘A city title 
would sound 

bigger.’
A line from an editorial in The 
Attleboro Sun on Nov. 2, 1914
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Style at   Discounted Prices  
DEEP

147 Washington St., Plainville, MA

508-643-1300

Since 1954

OPEN WEDNESDAY NIGHT TIL 8PMOTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:
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OR IGINS  OF A  CIT Y

FROM PAGE 46

city were in arrears.

� The fire chief faces annual election “as 

do very few chiefs in sizable communities.”

For all of that, the question of cityhood 

would always return to arguments that it was 

something that Attleboro deserved, having 

earned it through a show of industrial dyna-

mism and resulting population growth.

Speaking in the spring of 1914, Moss-

berg noted the town’s population was about 

18,000, up from 11,000 in the 1910 census.

The manufactured product had dou-

bled in the period 1900-1912 and was great-

er than half the cities of the state. Attleboro 

was producing $1 million worth of goods, 

more annually than nearby Taunton, a city.

And during this remarkable period of 

growth, he noted that the town had built 

a new sewer system, and a $175,000 high 

school.

The herculean task of eliminating grade 

crossings in the center of town by elevating 

the railroad tracks on arches had been com-

pleted “and nearly paid for.”

The town had well-equipped hospitals 

and parks, a splendid YMCA “and a live and 

hustling newspaper.”

Mossberg, an industrialist who was rec-

ognized at the 1939 World’s Fair as one of 

America’s greatest inventors, might well have 

also noted that a public library and several 

elementary schools had been built during the 

same period.

Even so, he had made his point: “Then, 

too, undoubtedly the time has come when 

the Town of Attleboro should be ranked as 

a city.”

But the litany of public works projects 

that Mossberg cited could just as easily be 

used by advocates of maintaining the status 

quo of township as evidence that the town 

meeting-selectmen system was working. The 

town system had gotten some very big jobs 

done.

That wasn’t convincing to town meeting 

voters, who passed cityhood motions in De-

cember 1912 and January 1913, or to voters 

at large, who expressed a preference for city-

hood in a Dec. 9, 1913, referendum.

But the ranks of charter advocates were 

split among fans of a mayor-council form, as 

opposed to an elected assembly as legislature 

with a board of selectmen, the elected chair-

man of which would wear the title of mayor, 

and for other hybrid plans.

Some reservations

Even the pro-city Sun would express res-

ervations about the power that would be en-

trusted to a mayor — until Harold Sweet 

formally entered the race on Nov. 9, 1914, 

the day after voters adopted the charter.

By early 1914, outward opposition to the 

idea of a change of government was nearly 

mute, at least in the pages of The Sun, with 

an occasional exception.

“A few are clamoring for more meet-

ings and that the selectmen draft a city char-

ter to be submitted to the Legislature...,” 

said Selectmen George A. Sweeney in a Jan. 

2, 1914, letter to The Sun written from St. 

Petersburg, Fla., where he had gone to at-

tend to his health. “I wish to be recorded 

as against the selectmen taking part in any 

business not referred to them by the town in 

either a regular or special meeting. It costs 

the taxpayers money to humor a few, yes, a 

very few, faddists...”

It was a last hurrah for the foes of city-

hood. Ten days later Sweeney, a leading mer-

chant and real estate owner, would announce 

he would not seek re-election because of fail-

ing health.

He would die on March 27. His March 

30 funeral would be described as the larg-

est ever in the town. Sweeney got a memora-

ble show of respect, even if his “very few fad-

dists” missed the mark by a mile.

By then, legislation to grant a city charter 

to Attleboro was already speeding through 

the Statehouse. It would be signed by the 

governor on June 16 and set the stage for 

charter adoption through a referendum on 

the Nov. 8 state ballot.

That, in turn, set the stage for the first 

city election on Dec. 8. The turnout in that 

first election was 3,442 — 96 of the elector-

ate of the City of Attleboro.
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Est. 1972

General Tool & Supply Co. OVER 
125,000 ITEMS 

in our 
WAREHOUSE1370 COUNTY STREET  |  ATTLEBORO, MA
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508-222-3423 | www.generaltoolworldwide.com

WE SPECIALIZE IN SUCH ELITE NAME BRANDS SUCH AS 

Norton Abrasives, Mitutoyo and Starrett Precision Tools, 
Kennedy and Gerstner Toolboxes, LPS Lubricants, 

Holo-Krome fasteners, and much more.

WE CONGRATULATE ATTLEBORO 
on its 100th ANNIVERSARY!

“Industrial Supplies Is Our Business”

Absolute Digital Caliper Toolmakers Apron

Chapman Hex Bit Sets Dial Indicator Magnetic 
Base Combo

Grinding Wheels

Professional Sharpening 
System

Providing Same Day Service
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Attleboro, a city in Bristol County, was once known 
as the “Jewelry City of the World” for its many jewelry 
manufacturers.
Th e City is located 10 miles north of Providence and 
39 miles south of Boston. It has a population of approxi-
mately 44,000.
In 1634 English settlers arrived in the territory which is 
now Attleboro. Th e settlers were soon disconcerted by the 
poor soil, lack of water-born transportation and all around 
poor living conditions. Th ey declared the conditions here 
unfi t for human existence and resolved never to return!
Despite their dire predictions, the town of Attleboro 
thrived and was incorporated as a City on June 16, 1914 
by then-governor David Walsh.

Attleboro ... A City for the Ages!

Sturdy Building, Park Street and Railroad Avenue circa 1900. 
Th e Sturdy Building housed the First National Bank as well at the 

Town and City Offi  ces which were Located Upstairs.

Attleboro City Hall, 
77 Park Street.

A Bit of History...

1914

In 1914, Harold Sweet was elected its fi rst mayor.
In 1949 Cyril Brennan was elected to the fi rst of his record 
8 consecutive two year terms as mayor.
In 1983, School Committee Member Brenda Reed was 
elected fi rst woman mayor of Attleboro
In 2003, At age 27, Kevin Dumas became the youngest 
person ever elected mayor of Attleboro.
Other than being known for jewelry manufacturing, 
Attleboro has several points of interest including 
Capron Park Zoo, La Salette Shrine, Th e Attleboro Arts 
Museum and Attleboro Area Industrial Museum.

In December 2011, the 
City of Attleboro was 
awarded 5.4 million in 
state and federal funds 
to support revitalization eff orts for the city’s Historical 
Downtown area. Also, this project includes transportation 
improvements to both MBTA and GATRA.
Congressman Jim McGovern highlighted the importance 
of this project in 2011 by saying. “Th is transformative 
funding presents a landmark opportunity for Attleboro 
to reshape its downtown and make a strong community 
even stronger.”

2014

www.cityofattleboro.us
WE HONOR ATTLEBORO ON ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY!


